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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 

Introduction.  The intent of this Hazard Mitigation Plan is to identify natural disasters which 

may impact Little Compton, then to establish goals and formulate measures to eliminate or 

reduce the risks of personal, property and environmental harm that can occur during natural 

disasters.  

 

Process.  In order to begin the identification and mitigation process, a planning team and a larger 

Hazard Mitigation Committee were appointed.  The former conducted weekly meetings to steer 

the process, and the latter, made up of town officials, citizens, business owners and 

representatives of state and federal agencies, gathered information needed for plan development.  

The general public was involved through a series of public meetings. 

 

Risk Assessment.  After review of inputs from the process, the following hazards were 

identified as most worthy of mitigation planning in Little Compton: 

 Flooding 

 Wind damage 

 Coastal erosion 

Detailed analysis then ensued, with historical records, meteorological science, vulnerability 

assessments, and human and property impacts being examined and synthesized.  Specific 

application to the citizenry, land, and facilities of Little Compton was emphasized.  A risk 

assessment table was constructed. 

 

Capability Assessment.  The varied local programs and resources available to the town to aid in 

hazard mitigation were examined and evaluated.  The impacts of each capability on the reduction 

of loss, as well as identification of opportunities for improvement, were tabulated.  The 

importance and availability of state and federal capabilities were also assessed.  An important 

conclusion was the general absence of any record of repetitive losses, suggesting that generalized 

improvements in capability might not have broad applicability in reducing risk. 

 

Mitigation.  A set of goals and objectives tailored to the coastal community of Little Compton 

has resulted from the process.  Existing and planned new actions have been tabulated.  The need 

for annual review has been emphasized, and will be synchronized with the annual budget 

process.  A table of actions and goals for mitigation and preparedness has been developed. 

 

 
By Robert L. Mushen 

Little Compton EMA Director 
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Section 1. Background 

 
 1.1 Introduction to Hazard Mitigation  

 

FEMA defines Hazard Mitigation as any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term 

risk to human life and property from hazards.  These actions can include activities that provide a 

critical foundation in the effort to reduce the loss of life and property from natural and/or manmade 

disasters by avoiding or lessening the impact of a disaster and providing value to the public by 

creating safer communities. Mitigation seeks to fix the cycle of disaster damage, reconstruction, and 

repeated damage. Activities or actions need to be sustained and long-term risk reduced or 

eliminated.  Mitigation is taking action now—before the next disaster—to reduce human and 

financial consequences later (analyzing risk, reducing risk, insuring against risk).1  The intent of a 

Hazard Mitigation Plan is to identify natural disasters which may impact Little Compton, establish 

goals and formulate measures to eliminate or reduce the risks of personal, property and 

environmental harm that can occur during natural disasters.  Some mitigation actions may require a 

long term goals to guide land use planning in a direction that reduces flooding hazards while other 

actions may simply be to shore up emergency response plans.  

 

This plan will define potential hazardous events that could affect Little Compton and supply a tool 

for local officials to mitigate loss for future hazardous events.   During the process of developing a 

Hazard Mitigation Plan the Town will consider disaster resistance and hazard resilience options in 

order to protect our residents and assist in maintaining a quality of life during and immediately after 

a natural disaster.  

 

Formal adoption and implementation of this document will allow the Town of Little Compton to 

gain credit points under the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Community 

Rating System (CRS), which provides discounts on National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

premiums for property owners in communities that participate in this voluntary program.  

Regulations pertaining to FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants and local hazard mitigation 

plans are provided in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 44, Part 201. 

 

Adoption of this Hazard Mitigation Plan will also increase Little Compton's eligibility for federal 

grants available through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Programs, including the Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA), and Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation (PDM).  In addition, the Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA) gives 

funding priority to municipalities that have completed a risk assessment and established mitigation 

projects with detailed information on the cost, timeline, and municipal department responsible for 

completing the project. 

 

                                                           

1 Federal Emergency Management Agency  
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FEMA’s Pre-Disaster Flood Mitigation Assistance Program makes grants available for 

communities to implement flood mitigation planning and activities such as acquisition, relocation, 

and retrofitting of structures.  This program is only available for communities having a pre-existing 

approved hazard mitigation plan.   

 

FEMA’s Post-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is only available for communities after a 

federally declared disaster.  An approved mitigation plan expedites the application process for pre- 

and post-federal mitigation funding, as well as, assists in ensuring a funded project is eligible and 

technically feasible.  

 

1.2 Community Planning Area  

 
1.2.a  Location Information & Geography 

 

Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1.2.b  Demographics, Census and Housing 

 

The Town of Little Compton, Rhode Island has a population of 3,492, Census 2010, for year round 

residents with a seasonal increase in the summer to approximately 7,000.  The Town of Little 

Compton has 1,475 households, and 1,041 families residing in the town.  The population density is 

172.1 people per square mile with 2,103 housing units at an average density of 100.7 per square mile.  

We have determined there to be 643 parcels of land in the flood zones of which 384 are improved 

with buildings, but only 160 of housing units are actually in a flood zone2.  Little Compton has one 

of the highest percentages of residents over the age of 65 in Rhode Island which adds to the 

challenge of mitigating hazard risks.  There are no elderly housing units in Little Compton which 

                                                           

2 William L Moore, Building Official comparison of FEMA flood maps and Little Compton Assessors records, 
December 2015 

 Little Compton is geographically 

located at the southeastern 

most portion of  the State of 

Rhode Island boarded on the 

east by Westport, 

Massachusetts on the north by 

Tiverton, Rhode Island and on 

the west and south by the 

Sakonnet River and the Atlantic 

Ocean.   According to the U.S. 

Census Bureau, the town has a 

total area of 28.9 sq mi, of 

which, 20.9 sq mi is land and 8.0 

sq mi is water.         

 

 

 

 

Little Compton 
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results in pockets of elderly dispersed throughout town that could become stranded due to natural 

hazards.    

 

1.2.c  Land Use & Infrastructure    

 

Little Compton is a unique representation of the typical New England seaside town, and is generally 

characterized as a rural community. The sum of its many parts -- the Commons and Village of 

Adamsville, the farmland, the seasonal shorefront houses, and the unparalleled shoreline 

environment equals a landscape unlike any other in Rhode Island.  No water or sewer service exists 

in Little Compton. Residents rely on individual septic systems and individual wells to supply their 

needs.  

 

Development in Little Compton is relatively homogeneous. Single family residences on large lots 

dominate the landscape, interspersed with sizable areas of agriculture, forested areas and wetlands. 

The shorefront areas are somewhat more diverse than inland areas, ranging in intensity of use from 

conservation land to large acreage residential estate development to the high density cottage 

development at Briggs Beach. Large areas of agricultural lands are located throughout the Town, 

primarily west of Long Highway. Active farms range in size and complexity, including small family 

farms to a large commercial vineyard. There is no intensive commercial or industrial development. 

The Village of Adamsville and the Commons form the Town's main commercial areas and the center 

of Town government.  Town facilities within the Commons include: Town Hall, Public Safety 

Complex, Wilbur-McMahon School (K-8) and a meeting hall.  Small private businesses, banks, 

churches, US Post Office and residences are also found on the Commons.   The Village of 

Adamsville is mostly residential homes with a small café and marketplace, a liquor store and another 

US Post Office location.  

 

1.2.d  Community Development & Development Trends  

 

The Town of Little Compton has established planning practices which limit lot sizes to a two (2) 

acres minimum found in our Town ordinances and Town Comprehensive Plan.  This development 

practice prevents the continued creation of densely populated areas.   Additionally the town 

established through enabling legislation the Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust 

(LCACT) in 1985.  This Trust collects a tax on sales of real estate within Little Compton and uses 

these funds to purchase development rights or land in fee simple in an effort to preserve open space 

and conservation rights.   As of June, 2015 the LCACT has secured 650.10 acres of real estate in fee 

interest and 1083.22 acres of development rights3.  The preservation of acreage serves to reduce 

development projects and support the freshwater reserves which are relied on throughout town for 

well water and individual septic systems.  The Town is made up of single family dwellings, one 

fifteen (15) room inn, small businesses, farms and open space.  Town ordinances that restrict future 

development to single family dwellings per lot assist in reducing larger development projects.  

Exceptions to this are allowances for a development of a multi-room (10 or more) hotel type of 

establishment by special use permit through our town zoning ordinances or a multi-family affordable 

dwelling of a maximum of (6) dwelling units with affordability restrictions by right in the business 

district.  Currently there is only one established affordable dwelling housing structure that met this 

                                                           

3 Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust Preservation Summary as of June 30, 2015. 
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zoning criterion.  Limiting development in this fashion reduces the chance of creating areas in town 

where the population is too dense to handle the lack of municipal infrastructure. 

 

1.2.e  Historic and Natural Resource/Environmental Significance  

 

Little Compton was incorporated in 1682 by Plymouth Colony in the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and annexed to Rhode Island in 1746.   As Little Compton was settled by some of the 

first European settlers some residential homes, churches and cemeteries have significant historical 

value.  Little Compton has over 40 historical cemetery’s in town found predominately on private 

land.  Many can trace their heritage back to the Mayflower through our land evidence and vital 

records in the Town Hall vault.  The land known as Little Compton was home to the Indian tribe 

Sakonnet (variations of the spelling include Sagkonate, Seconit, Seaconnet to name a few), who were 

led by Awashonks their Queen.  Of the few properties listed on the National Historic Register, the 

Stone House, a privately operated inn and wedding venue, is located within a flood zone designated 

as AE (EL17) and other flood areas on FEMA flood insurance rate (FIRMs) Maps.  

 

Little Compton has a rich history in the fishing and farming trades which continues to this day.  

Certain natural hazardous events could adversely affect our farms, winery or fishing industries which 

are reliant on the land and sea for their livelihood.   

 

1.2.f  Commerce, Industry, Academic  

 

Little Compton is a small community generally made up of self-proprietor businesses in the trades 

operated out of their homes.   Industry in Little Compton includes a small fishing fleet operating out 

of Sakonnet Harbor, several local produce farms and a winery, Carolyn’s Sakonnet Vineyards.  Our 

quaint community is void of nursing homes, hospitals, full scale markets or similar commercial 

businesses.  As mentioned in Section 1.2.c Little Compton is home to few commercial businesses or 

academic facilities resulting in our residents leaving our town limits for most needs including higher 

education. 

 

1.2.g  National Flood Insurance Program/Community Rating System Participation 

 

The Town participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). There are 149 policies in 

force protecting over $42,243,400 in property with 56 policies in Zone A, 6 polices in V Zone 

while the remaining 86 are in the X Zone.  Although data shows there have been 26 paid losses 

resulting in $318,972.48 paid out since 1978, it should be noted that there are no repetitive loss 

claims listed for Little Compton. 4  The NFIP is a Federal program enabling property owners in 

participating communities to purchase insurance as a protection against flood losses in exchange for 

State and community floodplain management regulations that reduce future flood damages. 

Participation in the NFIP is based on an agreement between communities and the Federal 

                                                           

4 National Flood Insurance Program statistics  
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Government. This insurance is designed to provide an insurance alternative to disaster assistance to 

reduce the escalating costs of repairing damage to buildings and replacing their contents. 

 

Little Compton is currently considering taking actions to join the FEMA Community Rating 

System (CRS) program that will allow the Town to receive credit points that will result in discounts 

on National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) premiums.  By joining the CRS program national 

flood insurance policy holders could potentially save anywhere from five to forty percent on their 

flood insurance policies.  

 

1.3  Significant Events  

Little Compton has weathered many natural hazardous events from the 1938 Hurricane to the 

Blizzard of 2015.  During these events the Town has dealt with power outages, heavy snow fall, 

heavy rains, hurricane strength winds, ice storms and excessive heat waves.  Being a rural town the 

tree lined streets take the brunt of damage especially during wind related events which can and has 

caused power failures.  From the 1938 Hurricane documentation and oral comments the Town 

suffered flooding and debris damage from the winds especially on the immediate coastline.  Other 

storms have shown several areas of weakness where stormwater build-up causes flooding and blocks 

vehicular traffic.  Table 1 shows significant events which have occurred in Little Compton.   

 

Table 1 – Significant Events. 

Event Date Hazard conditions 

    

Hurricane 
1938 9/21/1938 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

sustained 
winds 95 MPH, 

storm surge 

Hurricane 
1944 9/14/1944 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

recorded 
sustained wind 

145 MPH 

Hurricane 
Carol 8/31/1954 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

sustained 
winds 90 MPH 

Hurricane 
Edna 9/11/1954 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

heavy rains 

Hurricane 
Diane 08/17-20/1955 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

heavy rains 

Hurricane 
Esther 9/21/1961 

*coastal erosion   
*flooding 

Storm surge 

1969 
Nor'easter 02/8-10/1969 

snow 
accumulations 

snow approx 
20" 



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 6 
  

Blizzard of 
1978 02/5-7/1978 

power failure, 
snow blocked 
roads 

snow approx 
30" 

Hurricane 
Gloria 9/27/1985 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

heavy rains 

Hurricane Bob 8/18/1991 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

winds 115 
MPH, storm 

surge 

Blizzard of 
1996 01/6-10/1996 

snow 
accumulations 

snow approx 
23" 

April Fool's 
Day Blizzard 03/30-04/1/1997 

snow 
accumulations 

snow approx 
18" 

Blizzard of 
2005 01/20-23/2005 

snow 
accumulations 

snow approx 
23.5" 

Blizzard of 
2009 12/16-20/2009 

snow 
accumulations 

snow approx 
16" 

Rain event 3/29/2010 
flooding, road 
damage 

heavy rains 

Hurricane 
Irene 8/27/2011 

wind damage, 
flooding, power 
failure, coastal 
erosion 

winds 62 MPH, 
storm surge 

Hurricane 
Sandy 10/29/2012 

Wind, flooding, 
costal erosion, 
power failure 

storm surge 

Nemo – RI 
Severe Winter 

Storm & 
Snowstorm 
DR-4107 02/7-18/2013 

snow 
accumulations 

wind 69 mph, 
snow approx 

24" 

Blizzard of 
2015 – RI 

Severe Winter 
Storm & 

Snowstorm 
DR-4212 1/27/2015 

snow 
accumulations 

18-24" snow 
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Section 2. Planning Process    

 
2.1 Plan Purpose 

 
The purpose of the Little Compton Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (hereinafter referred to as the 

“Plan”) is to provide comprehensive guidance for hazard mitigation in the Town of Little Compton. 

This Plan has been developed to help serve the people of Little Compton by providing the impetus 

for making our homes, businesses, and community as safe as possible against the impacts of 

hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, winter storms and other natural hazards. It contains geographic and 

demographic information, along with a thorough assessment of the natural hazards faced 

throughout the town.  It also addresses the overall capability of Little Compton to reduce or 

eliminate the vulnerability of our community to these natural hazards.  

This Plan identifies hazard mitigation goals, objectives and recommended actions and initiatives for 

local government that will help reduce injury and damage from natural hazards. Most importantly, 

the Plan outlines a coordinated “Mitigation Strategy” adopted by the Rhode Island Emergency 

Management Agency, which includes long-term goals, short-term objectives and the assignment of 

specific, measurable tasks or actions.  Therefore, this Plan is designed to be (1) informative, (2) 

strategic and (3) functional in nature. Through routine monitoring and updating, this Plan will 

remain the guide for the Town of Little Compton to follow in accomplishing its vision of a safe and 

sustainable future. 

This plan mirrors language used in the State and a number of local hazard mitigation plans.  The 

Town of Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Committee thanks all involved who have graciously 

offered to allow the Town to mirror this plan after their work.  As municipalities work together 

throughout our small state we develop a support system that will strengthen our emergency 

responses to our citizens and give uniformity to our plans through the state.   

2.2 Building Support: Community Involvement, Roles & Responsibilities  

 
2.2.a   Planning Team, Technical Assistance & Local Leadership    

 The Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee was responsible for guiding the development of the Plan.  

The initial committee members were: 

   DPW Director and Building Official, William L. Moore 

   Fire Chief, Richard G. Petrin 

   Police Chief, Antone Marion, III  

   Town Council Member, Paul J. Golembeske 

   Town Clerk, Carol A. Wordell  

   Planning Board Chairman, A. Michael Steers 

   Town Business Manager, Thomas G. Dunn, III 

   Harbor Master, Michael Massa 

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1867
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   Rep. Harbor Commission, Alexander Hawes 

   Tree Warden, Jason Burchard 

   Former Tree Warden, George Goulart, Jr. 

 

The Hazard Mitigation Committee charged with annual review and updating of the approved 

LCHMP is as follows: 

   Public Works Director or his designee 

   Police Chief or his designee 

   Fire Chief or his designee 

   Planning Board Chairman or his designee 

   Town Council President or his designee 

  Technical Assistance given by Jessica Henry, RI EMA  

  Local Leadership – Robert L. Mushen, Local EMA Director 

  Town Council – Robert L. Mushen, President 

   Paul J. Golembeske, Vice-President 

   Charles N. Appleton, Jr., member 

   Fred M. Bodington, III, member 

   Gary S. Mataronas, member  

  

Weekly meetings were conducted by the core Planning Team with ongoing data gathering by the 

Hazard Mitigation Committee members.   Data were gathered, reviewed and incorporated into the 

plan during the plan development.  In conjunction with the review of data gathered, the 

Committee referred to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, developed, adopted and updated as of 

May 2009, and currently under review for updating. 

 

2.2.b    Stakeholders  

 

The LCHMC is made up of local town officials representing planning, maintenance, public works, 

infrastructure and public safety.  Stakeholders of the community such as residents, agricultural 

business owners, neighboring municipalities, as well as state and federal agencies were also 

involved in the development of the plan in order to gather a complete view of the towns needs as it 

relates to hazard mitigation.  Neighboring communities and local agencies were notified and asked 

for comments during the development of the plan which is documented in Table 2 - Stakeholders 

found in Appendix B. 

 

2.2.c  Public  

 

The public has been encouraged to participate in the development of the Plan through public 

hearings held on September 10, 2015 and November 5, 2015.  A Notice of Public Hearing was 

advertised in the Sakonnet Times prior to both hearings and announcements were posted throughout 

town at various locations to invite the public to participate.  Although the hearings were well 
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attended the public did not offer comment during those sessions as is evidenced in the minutes of 

both hearings.  The LCHMC used a questionnaire seeking input on risk concerns to gather public 

input which was mailed to every postal patron and posted on the Town’s website.  Input from these 

meetings and the questionnaire was reviewed by the LCHMC during the development of the plan.   

Open public meetings of the LCHMC were held, properly posted as per the RI Open Meetings Act 

to allow further public input.  Data from the survey/questionnaire responses can be found in Table 3 

– Survey/Questionnaire Results found in Appendix B. 

 

2.3 Understanding the Community’s Risks 

 

2.3.a  Discovery & Gathering of Resources  

 

The Hazard Mitigation Committee gathered information on past events of natural hazards which 

have occurred in Rhode Island and specifically in Little Compton.  Documentation of past events 

found through research resulted in a limited amount of natural hazards that have strongly or 

severely affected Little Compton.  During the discovery phase of the process the Committee 

members discussed with key individuals in the community their corporate knowledge of the events 

to solidify where risks are most prevalent.     

 

2.3.b  Review and Incorporation of Information with Stakeholder and Public Exchange  

 

Based on data gathered during the discovery phase the Committee was able to develop a plan with a 

real understanding of the actual risks to property and lives throughout the town.  Comments and 

survey/questionnaire results can be found in Appendix B.4.  A response received from the City of 

Newport Department of Utilities commented on the Harold E. Watson Reservoir and dam owned by 

the City of Newport.  No further outside stakeholders responded to our request for comment. As the 

process progressed the community stepped forward to offer valuable input on how storms or 

hazardous events affected their properties in the past.  As an example, the citizens who live in lower 

lying areas gave valuable information on areas of continual flooding, while others in certain areas 

gave valuable information on areas that have unusual road surface freezing during winter events.  

The LCHMC members interviewed residents during the discovery phase resulting in a common 

theme that flooding events in low lying areas are the most prevalent concern to our residents.  

Comments received from the public through verbal exchange and submitted replies to a 

survey/questionnaire on community risk concerns allowed the LCHMC to develop actions and 

goals for future risk mitigation to assist in preventing loss of life or property during future events.  

 

2.3.c  Developing the Risk Assessment   

 

The Town of Little Compton enforces state and local building codes and participates in the National 

Flood Insurance Program.  Town Officials use the Town Comprehensive Plan, which was first 

adopted October 2003, updated in 2005 and 2009, and serves as a resource to address varied 

development policies or goals.  The Hazard Mitigation Plan will be reflected by reference through 

the Natural Hazards and Climate Change Element of the Towns Comprehensive Plan.  Currently 

the Towns Comprehensive Plan is under review by a contractor hired by the Town and working 

with RI Statewide Planning. Continued coordination of the review of the Comprehensive Plan and 

the Hazard Mitigation Plan will allow the Town to remain vigilant in its duty to protect its residents 

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1880
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against risk from natural hazards. 

 

2.4  Developing the Mitigation Strategy  
 
2.4.a  Identification & Review of Goals, Actions, Priorities, Changes, Progress  

 

The goal of a Hazard Mitigation Plan is to identify areas of risk from natural hazards and the 

development of mitigation actions to protect the community of Little Compton, its infrastructure, 

and historical and natural resources in order to preserve and enhance the quality of life, property 

and resources for the residents of Little Compton.     

 

 The Committee has determined the following risk hazards and their priority for action: 

 

Priority #1 – Flooding – Roadway flooding throughout town 

Priority #2 – Wind Damage – Power failures due to tree damage 

Priority #3 – Coastal Erosion – South Shore Beach 

 

During the development of this plan the Committee determined they would create a table of goals 

and actions to be undertaken to mitigate the risks prioritized above.  These goals and actions can be 

found in Table 4 – Actions and Goals for Mitigation and Preparedness found in Section 5.5. 

 

2.5  Bringing the Plan to Life: Implementation & Maintenance 
 

2.5.a  Method, Responsibilities, & Schedule  

2.5.a.i.   Plan Review, Adoption, and Approval  

 

The LCHMC was assigned the task of developing a Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Town of Little 

Compton.  The LCHMC met once a week beginning July 15, 2015 to gather data, review public 

input, existing studies, reports and technical information that was available on past experience with 

natural hazards in our community.  During the development stage public comments were gathered 

through public hearings.  Interaction with community members and the LCHMC garnished more 

public input concerning past natural hazard events.  The LCHMC felt that the most important tool 

in the development of this plan would be historical input from the public.  Two public hearings 

were scheduled and documented in Appendix B.  The Committee then reviewed the input gathered 

from the public and worked to develop the local HMP based on those findings.   The LCHMC used 

the SHMP as a base to work off, while developing the local plan.  The local HMP reflects actions 

and goals which were prioritized based on the public comments and documented historical technical 

data gathered during the discovery phase of the plan drafting. 

 

The HMP was developed based on a review of the HMP’s from other Rhode Island municipalities, 

studies from FEMA & NOAA regarding floodplain historical data & projections, existing 

ordinances & code as well as the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  Stakeholders were also asked to 

submit comments on the Town’s proposal to write a HMP as documented in Appendix B and used 

during the development of the plan. 

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1886
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1887
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The plans adoption documentation can be found on page ii, adoption by the Town Council on 

September 20, 2018 and to be incorporated by reference into the Town Comprehensive Plan within 

the Natural Hazards and Climate Change Element, which is currently being drafted by the Little 

Compton Planning Board. 

 

The following is an order of the process taken during the development of the Town of Little 

Compton, Rhode Island Local Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

(documentation of process found in Appendix B) 

 

1.  Discovery – public input, data gathering ongoing throughout process 

2.  Request for Stakeholder comments –  October 15, 2015  

3.  Public Hearings –    September 10, 2015 

      November 5, 2015  

4.  The town submits First draft submitted to RIEMA on February 5, 2016  

5.  The town submits final draft to RIEMA August 7, 2017 for forwarding to FEMA. 

6.  FEMA reviews the final plan and issues a letter of Approval Pending Adoption (APA). 

7.  The Town Council adopts the plan on receipt of the APA letter. 

8.  The Town forwards the adopted final plan and signed municipal adoption resolution to FEMA.  

9.  FEMA gives final approval of the local Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

 

After the discovery phase the First draft of the Plan was then submitted to RI Emergency 

Management Agency on Feb. 5, 2016  for review and comment.  Based on RIEMA 

recommendations the Committee revised the Plan submitting a final draft to RIEMA for forwarding 

to FEMA for review and comment.  As listed above the process followed where FEMA issued a 

letter of APA where upon the LC Town Council adopted the plan on September 20, 2018 which 

was forwarded to FEMA for final approval, which was granted on September 27, 2018.    

 

2.5.a.ii  Monitoring, Evaluation and Updates. 

 

The Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Plan shall be reviewed annually for technical updates and re-

assess risk hazards.   It will be the responsibility of the Hazard Mitigation Committee, appointed by 

the Little Compton Town Council, to conduct the review to determine if risk mitigation needs to be 

re-prioritized, eliminated due to completion or simply updated due to new risks.   The Hazard 

Mitigation Committee will be made up of the following department heads or their designee: 

 

Public Works Director  

Police Chief 

Fire Chief  

Planning Board Chairman  

Town Council President 

 

The Public Works Director shall serve as Chair of the LCHMC and shall annually call for a review 

the progress of the goals and actions set forth in the plan.  Public comments will be solicited during 

the annual review, at minimum through the posting of a meeting of the LCHMC during the review 

to accept any public comments brought forth.  Public comments may also be obtained through 

public hearings, requests for comment from neighboring communities, and surveys/questionnaires 

as determined necessary.  Annually the LCHMC shall evaluate the data from documented events 

and comments received during After Action Review meetings to determine if the plan requires an 
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update to actions and/or goals.  The LC Emergency Management Director shall schedule After 

Action Review meetings following significant events. Request for comments from stakeholders, 

including neighboring communities will at a minimum be conducted during fourth year reviews, but 

it shall be noted that the LCHMC may solicit this level of commenting during annual reviews 

should they feel circumstances require expanded input.   

 

Every fourth year the plan in its entirety shall undergo a full review complete with public hearings, 

requests for comments from stakeholders and neighboring communities, and a questionnaire in 

order to allow a broader range of input on risk evaluations and the HMP.  The questionnaire shall be 

used during the full review in preparation for the public hearing.  A letter of request for comments 

from stakeholders and neighboring communities shall be sent out to all listed on the stakeholders 

list found in Appendix B.  The LCHMC shall solicit the cooperation of the Town Council to host 

the public hearings in joint session with the LCHMC.  Reviews shall begin during the month of 

January annually in order to allow the Town Council time to propose budget funding for the 

upcoming fiscal year when a mitigation action is deemed necessary.  The LCHMC shall be mindful 

of proposing projects that will need municipal funding and attempt to offset costs through potential 

grant funds where applicable. 

 

The LCHMC ‘s review shall evaluate results caused by significant events and recommend 

amendments as needed to the HMP, its Action plan and possibly changes in priority.  Significant 

events shall be documented in Section 1.3.  

 

2.5.b  Continued Public Involvement  

 

The Hazard Mitigation Committee will continue to reach out to the community through periodic 

public hearings and a questionnaire that will be made available to obtain public input regarding 

their concerns or history with risk hazards during natural hazard events.  The LCHMC may make 

use of a questionnaire during the annual review, but must be utilized during the four-year review.  

Comments will continue to be sought from stakeholders in our community such as local business 

owners, preservation organizations, historical society and the local school system.  A list of 

stakeholders is found in Table 2 - Stakeholders, Appendix B. 

 

The public will be invited to participate in reviews of the plan through the posting of open meetings 

of the LCHMC.  They will be encouraged to submit written comments or concerns to the Director 

of Public Works who shall serve as the primary public contact for this committee.   
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Section 3 - Risk Assessment  

 
 

3.1 Defining Risk & Methodology  
 

Risks during a natural hazardous event include any natural occurrence that could bring loss of life, 

property or resources for the residents of Little Compton.  In order to mitigate said risks the Hazard 

Mitigation Committee is charged with the task of reviewing past history, public input on past 

experiences during natural hazardous events and incorporating a best plan of action to mitigate the 

risks to acceptable levels in order to protect the residents of Little Compton.   

 
A natural hazard can be defined as “an event or physical condition that has the potential to cause 

fatalities, injuries, property and infrastructure damage, agricultural loss, damage to the environment, 

interruption of business, or other types of harm or loss.” A natural hazard can also be affected by 

residents building in a floodplain or along a sea cliff.  Natural disasters cannot be prevented, but the 

impacts of natural hazards can be mitigated or, in some instances through local legislation 

prevented.  

The Town of Little Compton identified hazards, assessed the degree of vulnerability to the 

hazards throughout the town, examined the possible impacts of the hazards and assessed future 

risk.  Little Compton has mapped the hazard risks within the town. The map, labeled as Figure 2 

– Hazard Risks found in Appendix A, identifies critical facilities (such as emergency shelters and 

emergency response facilities) and the potential hazard risks in the town.   The potential hazard 

risk data presents land uses, flood zones, and public infrastructure risk areas.   

 

3.2 Hazards 
 

3.2.a  Hazard Identification 

3.2.a.i   Hazard Identification Table  

 

The Town of Little Compton has the benefit of warmth from Atlantic Ocean and Sakonnet River 

which can reduce the severity of natural hazard occurrence in our community.  This will be the first 

Hazard Mitigation Plan created for the Little Compton which seeks approval by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency.  Currently the SHMP includes a list of Nineteen (19) hazards 

identified by municipalities with established Hazard Mitigation Plans as hazards which affect their 

communities.   

 
Table 5- Hazard Identification identifies potential hazards Little Compton faces for natural and human 

caused events where wind, winter and flood related hazards have the greatest probability of occurrence in 

Little Compton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-planning-risk-assessment
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     Table 5 - Hazard Identification  
Wind related 

Hazards 

Winter related 

Hazards 

Flood related 

Hazards Additional Hazards 

Consequence 

of Hazard 

Storm Surge Snow Events Stream Flooding Lightning Dam failure 

Hurricanes  Ice events Flash Flooding    

High Wind Extreme Cold Coastal Flooding   

Tornado  Coastal Erosion   

 

3.2.a.ii  Hazards Excluded from Risk Assessment/explanation   

 

Based on guidance contained in the SHMP, it should be noted that the hazards in paragraph 

3.2.a.i are not a complete listing of hazards that may impact Little Compton. The SHMC 

agreed that this listing accurately represents those hazards that impact Rhode Island most 

frequently and have the potential to cause fatalities, injuries, property and infrastructure 

damage, agricultural loss, damage to the environment, interruption of business, or other 

types of harm or loss. In keeping with the SHMP, the following hazards will not be 

addressed in the Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Plan:  

 

 Avalanche 

 Drought 

 Earthquake 

 Extreme Heat 

 Expansive soils 

 Hail 

 Land Subsidence 

 Landslides 

 Volcanoes  

 Tsunamis 

 Wildfire 
 

According to the SHMP, these hazards were considered and discussed during several meetings of the 

SHMC, who determined these hazards would not be considered for the following reasons: 

 Lack of frequency in which they occur;   

 The minimal probability of their occurrence; and / or 

 The lack of resources to devote any amount of time to further research the 

likelihood or potential occurrence or impact.    
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3.2.b  Hazard Profiles  

 

The following profiles shown in Table 6 – Hazard Profiles present a description of each type of 

natural hazard Little Compton may expect to experience, as determined by the LCHMC.  Each 

profile will include descriptions, locations, extent, previous occurrences and probability of future 

events.  Hazard profiles are based on criteria set in Table 7 – Frequency Probability. 

 
Table 6  - Hazard Profiles. 

Hazard Frequency5 Impact6 Speed of 
Onset 

Seasonal 
Pattern 

Possible Effects Risk 
Priority7 

Hurricane Likely Critical 24+ June-Nov  Flooding, downed 
trees, power 

outages, property 
damage, loss of 

life 

Medium 

Flooding Highly Likely Limited 12-24 hrs Spring and 
Summer 

Flooding, 
property damage, 

road closures, 
dam failure, loss 

of life 

Medium 

Nor’easter  
Snowstorm 

Highly Likely Critical 12-24 hrs Winter Power outages, 
poor travel 
conditions, 

economic and 
social hardship 

High 

Wind 
Event 

Highly 
Likely 

Critical 12-24 hrs Any Season Downed trees, 
power outages, 

property damage, 
loss of 

communications, 
water, sanitary 

systems, 
potential road 

closures 

High 

Lightning Highly Likely Limited 6-12 hrs Any Season, 
less likely in 

winter 

Property damage, 
fire, loss of life 

Medium 

Tornado  Unlikely Negligible  minimal Summer Downed trees, 
power outages, 

property damage, 
loss of 

communications, 
water, sanitary 

systems, 
potential road 

closures 

Low 

                                                           

5 Highly likely=near 100% probability within the next year; Likely=between 10% and 100% probability 
within the next year or at least one chance in next 10 years; Possible=between 1% and 10% probability 
within the next year or at least one chance in next 100 years; Unlikely=less than 1% probability in next 
100 years  
 
6 Catastrophic=more than 50% of community affected; Critical=25% to 50% affected; Limited= 10% to 
25% affected; Negligible=Less than 10% affected.  
 
7 A function of the impact and the frequency.   
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Table 7 – Frequency Probability.  

FREQUENCY PROBABILITY Likelihood of occurrence 

Highly Likely 1 – 5 years 

Likely 5 – 10 years 

Not very Likely 10 – 50 years 

Unlikely 50 or greater years 

 

Definitions of terms: 

Term Definition 

Extent the degree to which something has spread; the size or scale of something. 

Impact have a strong effect on someone or something. 

Vulnerability is the state of being open to injury 

Probability the extent to which something is probable; the likelihood of something happening  

 

3.2.b.i  Natural 

 

Wind Related Hazards 
Wind related hazards have a Likely to Highly Likely probability of occurrence in Little Compton. 

 
Wind is the movement of air caused by a difference in pressure from one place to another. Local wind 

systems are created by the immediate geographic features in a given area, such as mountains, valleys, or 

large bodies of water. Wind effects can include blowing debris, interruptions in elevated power and 

communications utilities, and intensification of the effects of other hazards related to winter weather and 

severe storms. 

 

Based on historical tornado and hurricane data, FEMA has produced a map that depicts maximum wind 

speeds for design of safe rooms. Rhode Island is included in Wind Zone II (160 MPH). Rhode Island is 

also within the Hurricane-Susceptible Region.   

 

In Little Compton wind events can produce damage often associated with thunderstorms or tornadoes. In 

some instances, these events have been associated with weakening tropical weather systems, including 

downgraded tropical and sub-tropical storm systems. This section examines the risks associated with 

damaging wind events with emphasis on hurricanes, tornadoes, and thunderstorms.  

 

Hurricanes 
Coastal hazards take many forms ranging from storm systems like tropical storms, hurricanes and 

Nor’easters that can cause storm surge inundation, heavy precipitation that may lead to flash flooding, 

and exacerbation of shoreline erosion to longer term hazards such as Sea Level Rise. The focus for much 

of this section is coastal storms. Discussion and limited analysis for shoreline erosion, SLR and climate 

changes are included in the flood-related hazard section. 

 

Description 
Tropical cyclones, a general term for tropical storms and hurricanes, are low pressure systems that usually 

form over the tropics. These storms are referred to as “cyclones” due to their rotation. Tropical cyclones 

are among the most powerful and destructive meteorological systems on earth. Their destructive 

phenomena include very high winds, heavy rain, lightning, tornadoes, and storm surge. As tropical storms 

move inland, they can cause severe flooding, downed trees and power lines, and structural damage. 
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There are three categories of tropical cyclones: 

1. Tropical Depression: maximum sustained surface wind speed is less than 39 mph. 

2. Tropical Storm: maximum sustained surface wind speed from 39-73 MPH. 

3. Hurricane: maximum sustained surface wind speed exceeds 73 MPH. 

 

Once a tropical cyclone no longer has tropical characteristics it is then classified as an extratropical 

system. 

 

Most Atlantic tropical cyclones begin as atmospheric “easterly waves” that propagate off the coast of 

Africa and cross the tropical North Atlantic and Caribbean Sea. When a storm starts to move toward the 

north, it begins to leave the area where the easterly trade winds prevail, and enters the temperate latitudes 

where the westerly winds dominate. This produces the eastward curving pattern of most tropical storms 

that pass through the Mid-Atlantic region. When the westerly steering winds are strong, it is easier to 

predict where a hurricane will go. When the steering winds become weak, the storm follows an erratic 

path that makes forecasting very difficult. 

 

Howling winds associated with Nor’easters also have the potential to produce significant storm surge, 

similar to that of a Category One hurricane. In addition, these types of storms can also produce wind gusts 

to near hurricane force as well as flooding rain and crippling snowfall. 

 

Hurricanes are categorized according to the Saffir/Simpson scale with ratings determined by wind speed 

and central barometric pressure. Hurricane categories range from one (1) through five (5), with Category 

5 being the strongest (winds greater than 155 MPH). A hurricane watch is issued when hurricane 

conditions could occur within the next 36 hours. A hurricane warning indicates that sustained winds of at 

least 74 MPH are expected within24 hours or less. 

 

Storm Surge 

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in water level caused by the wind and pressure forces of a hurricane or 

nor’easter. Storm surge flooding has been known to cause damage in Little Compton in the more densely 

populated coastal portions of town.  The need for information about the potential for flooding from storm 

surge has become even more important over the years due to increased development in these areas. Storm 

surge heights can range from a few feet higher than normal tides during nor’easters to more than 10 feet 

during hurricanes. The breaking wave height is related to water depth so that as water depth over a given 

surface increases with storm surge, larger waves can be generated. 

 

There are a number of factors which contribute to the generation of storm surge, but the fundamental 

forcing mechanism is wind and the resultant frictional stress it imposes on the water surface. Winds 

blowing over a water surface generate horizontal surface currents flowing in the general direction of the 

wind. These surface currents in turn create subsurface currents which, depending on the intensity and 

forward speed of the hurricane or nor’easter, may extend from one to several hundred feet below the 

surface. If these currents are in the onshore direction, water begins to pile up as it is impeded by the 

shoaling continental shelf causing the water surface to rise. This “dome of water” will increase shoreward 

until it reaches a maximum height at the shoreline or at some distance inland. The most conducive 

bathymetry for the formation of large storm surges is a wide gently sloping continental shelf. 

 

Hurricane Storm Surge 

The magnitude of storm surge within a coastal basin is governed by both the meteorological parameters of 

the hurricane and the physical characteristics of the basin.  The meteorological aspects include: 
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• Hurricane size - measured by the radius of maximum winds (Measured from the  

   center of the hurricane to the location of the highest wind speeds within the storm. 

   This radius may vary from as little as four (4) miles to as much as 50 miles); 

• Hurricane intensity - measured by sea level pressure and maximum surface wind 

   speeds at the storm center; 

• Hurricane path, or forward track of the storm; and 

• Hurricane forward speed. 

 

The counterclockwise rotation of the hurricane's wind field in combination with the forward motion of the 

hurricane typically causes the highest surge levels to occur to the right of the hurricane's forward track. 

This phenomenon has been observed in regions where the shoreline is typical straight, not fragmented by 

large inlets and bays, and when a hurricane travels generally perpendicular to the shore. In Little 

Compton, the increased wind stress from the rotational wind field has a large effect on the level of surge. 

The contribution to surge generation from the forward motion of the storm can be greater than the 

contribution made by an increase in hurricane intensity. 

 

Little Compton’s shoreline faces south, so storms passing to the west raise the highest storm surges for 

Little Compton. The 1938 Hurricane made landfall west of Rhode Island as a Category 3 hurricane with a 

forward speed in excess of 50 miles per hour. Because the center of the storm made landfall in 

Connecticut, the Little Compton shoreline experienced some of the highest storm surge levels. 

 

The reduction of atmospheric pressure within the storm system results in another surge producing 

phenomenon known as the "inverted barometer" effect. Within the region of low pressure the water level 

will rise at/the approximate rate of 13.2” per inch of mercury drop.  This can account for a rise of one (1) 

to two (2) feet near the center of the hurricane. This effect is considered to be a more important factor in 

the open ocean where there is no depth related restrictions to water flow. 

 

Nor’easter Storm Surge 

An extra-tropical coastal storm, known as a nor’easter, is typically a large, counterclockwise wind 

circulation around a low pressure center. The storm radius is often as large as 1,000 miles, and the 

horizontal storm speed is about 25 miles per hour, traveling up the eastern United States coast. Sustained 

wind speeds of 40 MPH are common during a nor’easter, with short term wind speeds gusting up to 70 

MPH. Unlike hurricanes and tropical storms, nor’easters can sit off shore, wreaking damage for days. 

Nor’easters can be a common winter occurrence in Little Compton and repeatedly result in flooding, 

various degrees of wave and erosion-induced damage to structures, and erosion of natural resources, such 

as beaches, dunes and coastal bluffs. The erosion of coastal features commonly results in greater potential 

for damage to shoreline development from future storms.  It is common for Little Compton’s South Shore 

Beach to experience coastal erosion from Nor’easters. 

 

Nor’easters cause varying amounts of coastal erosion depending on the intensity and the duration of the 

storm; the tidal phase at the time of the storm (neap or spring tide); the path of the storm; and the time 

interval between storms (Boothroyd 2008). Back to back storms do not allow time for the beaches and 

dunes to recover sand that has been transported offshore. 

 

Damages resulting from nor’easters are often due to coastal erosion and undermining the structures that 

were previously behind the dunes or on the top of coastal bluffs. Damages to a house that topples off an 

embankment are usually much more costly than damages resulting from localized areas of flooding. 
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Location 
In Little Compton, the Western and Southern coastline is the most vulnerable area susceptible to storm 

surge.  South Shore Beach often receives storm surge damage as it is located on the southeast coast where 

storms come in off the Atlantic Ocean.  The Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) 

model is used to evaluate the potential impact of storm surge. Emergency managers use data from 

SLOSH to identify at-risk populations and determine evacuation areas. Storm surges also affect tidal 

rivers and creeks, potentially increasing risk to evacuation areas.  South Shore Beach, Round Pond, 

Briggs Marsh and other low-lying coastal areas in close proximity to the shore, sounds or estuaries are 

exposed to the threat of flooding from wind events and storm surge.  Coastal erosion can occur along the 

entire coastline of Little Compton, but is most likely to affect residents with the erosion that historically 

occurs to South Shore Beach in stronger storms and on properties that immediately abut the Atlantic 

Ocean.   

 

Extent 
Hurricanes are classified by their damage potential according to a scale developed in the 1970s by Robert 

Simpson and Herbert Saffir, and updated slightly by the National Hurricane Center in 2012. The scale is 

designed to give public officials and the general public usable information on the magnitude of a storm. It 

gives an indication of the potential flooding and wind damages associated with each hurricane category. 

The scale rates the intensity and effects of hurricanes based on wind speed and barometric pressure 

measurements as shown below in Table 8 – Saffir/Simpson Scale: 

 

Table 8 – Saffir/Simpson ScaleCSpeed Typical Effects 

Saffir/Simpson Scale of Hurricane Intensity. Source: NWS NCDC 

Wind Speed Typical Effects  

  

Category One Hurricane – Weak  

74-95 MPH Minimal Damage: Damage is primarily to shrubbery, trees, foliage, and 

(64-82kt) unanchored mobile homes. No real damage occurs in building 

 structures. Some damage is done to poorly constructed signs. 

  

Category Two Hurricane – Moderate 

96-110 MPH Moderate Damage: Considerable damage is done to shrubbery and 

(83-95kt) tree foliage, some trees are blown down. Major structural damage 

 occurs to exposed mobile homes. Extensive damage occurs to poorly 

 constructed signs. Some damage is done to roofing materials, 

 windows, and doors; no major damage occurs to the building integrity 

 of structures. 

  

Category Three Hurricane – Strong  

111-130 MPH Extensive damage: Foliage torn from trees and shrubbery; large trees 

(96-113kt) blown down. Practically all poorly constructed signs are blown down. 

 Some damage to roofing materials of buildings occurs, with some 

 window and door damage. Some structural damage occurs to small 

 buildings, residences and utility buildings. Mobile homes are destroyed. 

 There is a minor amount of failure of curtain walls (in framed buildings). 

  

Category Four Hurricane - Very Strong 
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131-155 MPH Extreme Damage: Shrubs and trees are blown down; all signs are 

(114-135kt) down. Extensive roofing material and window and door damage 

 occurs. Complete failure of roofs on many small residences occurs, 

 and there is complete destruction of mobile homes. Some curtain walls 

 experience failure. 

  

Category Five Hurricane – Devastating 

Greater than Catastrophic Damage: Shrubs and trees are blown down; all signs are 

155 MPH (135kt) down. Considerable damage to roofs of buildings. Very severe and 

 extensive window and door damage occurs. Complete failure of roof 

 structures occurs on many residences and industrial buildings, and 

 extensive shattering of glass in windows and doors occurs. Some 

 complete buildings fail. Small buildings are overturned or blown away. 

 Complete destruction of mobile homes occurs. 

  

Storm surge extent can be better understood as presented in an article found at 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hurricane/resources/surge_intro.pdf.   An image of storm surge can be 

found in Appendix A.  

 

The Newport tide gauge is approximately 9 miles west of the coast of Little Compton.  Long-term records 

from this gauge show that relative local sea level has risen 10.1 inches (plus or minus 1.2 inches) over the 

last century.  Coastal properties and shorelines will need to be careful with future development decisions 

based on this data as flooding is more likely to occur along the shoreline in certain areas in Little 

Compton.   

 

The highest storm surges recorded at the Newport tide gauge were 9.45 feet and 6.76 feet above MHHW 

during the Great September Hurricane of 1938 and Hurricane Carol, August 1954, respectively.8  Both of 

these Hurricanes caused significant damage on Little Compton shorelines as documented through 

historical photos and testimony of local residents who lived through the events.   Storms passing to the 

west raise the highest storm surges for Little Compton shorelines as they face the south and take the brunt 

of the surging waters.  

 

Previous Occurrences and Probability of Future Events 

Little Compton has experienced tropical depressions and tropical storms as well as hurricanes ranging 

from Category 1 to Category 3. Hurricanes are rare but can be devastating events in town. Hurricane wind 

damages can be costly but storm surge is by far the most destructive force acting on our coast. The 

highest storm surges recorded at the Newport tide gauge were 9.45’ and 6.76’ above MHHW during the 

Great September Hurricane of 1938 and Hurricane Carol, August 1954, respectively.  Hurricane Irene in 

2011 and Hurricane Sandy in October 2012 are the most recent hurricanes to affect Little Compton.   

 

The comparison of hurricanes to nor’easters reveals that the duration of high surge and winds in a 

hurricane is 6-12 hours while a nor’easter’s duration can be from 12 hours to 3 days. The amount of 

damage resulting from a strong hurricane is often more severe than a nor’easter, but historically, Little 

                                                           

8 Testimony of Jon C. Boothroyd, PhD, State Geologist, Rhode Island Geological Survey 

 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hurricane/resources/surge_intro.pdf
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Compton has suffered more overall damage from nor’easters because of the greater frequency in which 

they occur. 

 

USACE and NWS records indicate 37 hurricane tracks have passed within 50 miles for Rhode Island 

since 1851.   

 

Table 9 – Rhode Island Historic Hurricanes highlights hurricanes and tropical storms that have resulted 

in significant damages in Little Compton from wind, flooding, storm surge and coastal erosion. Damages 

in Little Compton from the 1938 Hurricane, 1944 Hurricane and 1954 Hurricane Carol pictured in Figures 

3, 4 and 5 found in Appendix A.  South Shore Beach has historically dealt with coastal erosion, which 

without the ability to obtain Coastal Resources Management Council permitting to repair said erosion the 

beach itself would have been lost completely due to past events.   

 

Table 9 - Rhode Island Historic Hurricanes. 

1938 September 21, 1938 

The hurricane of September 21, 1938 brought major 
devastation to the State, with 262 persons losing their lives 
and damage estimated at $100 million.  Another major 
hurricane occurred on September 1, 1944; no lives were lost, 
but property damage was over $2 million.  The coastal area 
from Westerly to Little Compton experienced the heaviest 
damage, but there was not tidal wave, since the storm hit at 
ebb tide.             
 
 
Sustained winds of 95 MPH recorded; damage estimated at 
$100 million; 262 fatalities.  Tide 15 feet above mean sea level 
(at USGS gage in Westerly).  Virtually all the State was 
without power.  Ten percent of electric customers still without 
power 12 days after the hurricane.  

1944  September 14, 1944  
Affected Rhode Island and southeastern Massachusetts; $2 
million property damage, no loss of life.                                                                           

Carol  August 31, 1954 

On August 31, 1954, Hurricane Carol swept into Rhode Island 
with little warning. The result was 19 deaths and $200 million 
in property damage. The storm center passed to the west of 
Providence and came at high tide. The central area of 
Providence was flooded to a depth of 13 feet, and 3,500 cars 
were inundated in the downtown areas. Hurricane Edna 
occurred 12 days after Carol, with heavy rain and major river 
flooding. 
 
There were 19 fatalities in New England, $200 million property 
damage and 13' flooding. In Providence, wind speed of 90 
MPH, with 115 MPH gusts; nearly 3,800 homes destroyed. 
Tide 12.2 feet above mean seal level (at USGS gage in 
Westerly). Most of State without power. Four days after storm, 
approximately 50% had power restored; 90% after seven 
days. 
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Edna  September 11, 1954  Heavy rain and major flooding in the Blackstone River Valley. 

Diane  August 17-20, 1955 

In 1955, remnants of the August Hurricane Diane swept over 
Rhode Island, but its wind velocities were far below hurricane 
force because of its long inland trip over North Carolina, 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Damage to power lines was high, 
and at one time 82% of Rhode Island's homes were without 
electricity. Ample warning permitted people to return home 
from school and work early, and as a result, only two lives 
were lost. Property damage amounted to $170 million, most 
resulting from torrential rains which caused serious river 
flooding.                                                                            
Heavy rain; Blackstone River crests 15' above normal; $170 
million in property damage.  Heavy rain and 6' tidal surge; $5 
million in property damage; 82% of electric customers lose 
power. 

Donna  September 12, 1960  Heavy rain and major flooding in the Blackstone River Valley. 

Esther  September 21, 1961 
Heavy shore damage at Sakonnet Point in Little Compton 
and  Misquamicut in Westerly. 

Gloria  September 27, 1985 
Two fatalities in New England; property damage estimated at 
$19.8 million; 8,596 of electric customers lose power an 
estimated 23,700 people evacuated.  

Bob  August 18, 1991 

Southern New England damage at $1.5 billion; 60% of 
residents across Southeastern New England lost power; 6'-10' 
storm surge in Narragansett Bay; Two (2) unconfirmed 
tornadoes in Rhode Island. There were 18 fatalities in 
Southern New England, although none in Rhode Island. 

Irene  August 27, 2011 

Preliminary damage assessment report from FEMA brings the 
total Public Assistance cost to $9,260,898.  Irene knocked 
down trees and power lines, leaving up to half of Rhode Island 
residents without power.  Gusts of wind up to 71 MPH were 
reported, and storm surge in Narragansett Bay caused some 
coastal damage.  However, the majority of damage was 
caused by wind. 

      

    

The storm surge experienced along the coast was generally in 
the two to four foot range with a high of 4.78 feet at Fox Point 
in Providence, RI.  The highest sustained wind speed was 54 
knots (62 MPH) at the Physical Oceanographic Real Time 
System station at Conimicut Light in Narragansett Bay, RI. 

      



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 23 
  

Sandy October 29, 2012 

Hurricane Sandy swept through the region in October 2012 
leaving significant damage all along the coast.  Beaches along 
Westerly, including Misquamicut, were devastated and almost 
unrecognizable.  More than 122,000 people lost power.  It is 
estimated that more than $39.4 million in support from four 
federal disaster relief programs is helping RI recover from this 
disaster, a majority of which is from the NFIP ($31.1 million).  

 

Based on historical frequency of occurrence, Little Compton may expect to experience a hurricane every 

four years, or 22.8 percent annually which can be related to a Medium-Low probability of occurrence. 

Table 6 - Hazard Profiles is used for determining probability of future hurricanes or Nor’easters. Long-

term global climate models under Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warming scenarios 

indicate that it is possible that hurricanes will become more intense, with stronger winds and heavier 

precipitation through the 21st century. 

 

Nor’easters are a primary concern for our residents; not only because of the damage potential in any given 

storm, but because there is a frequent rate of recurrence.  Nor’easters have an average frequency of one 

(1) or two (2) per year, with a storm surge equal to or greater than two (2) feet.  Through the use of Table 

6 the Town can rank the probability of future events, which results in a Highly Likely probability.    

 

Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 

Little Compton, as with other New England towns, is particularly vulnerable to hurricanes. One reason is 

due to the geography of southern New England in relation to the Atlantic seaboard. Historically, most 

hurricanes which have struck the New England region recurved northward on tracks which paralleled the 

eastern seaboard maintaining a slight north-northeast track direction. The fact that Little Compton 

geographically projects easterly into the Atlantic and have southern exposed shorelines places it in direct 

line of any storm which tracks in this manner.  Therefore, even though Little Compton is a relatively far 

distance from the tropics, its susceptibility to hurricane strikes can statistically be greater than other states 

closer to the tropics. 

 

Another explanation giving evidence to Little Compton's unique vulnerability to hurricanes is the fact that 

hurricanes which eventually strike the region undergo significant increases in forward speed. Historically, 

it can be shown that hurricanes tend to lose their strength and accelerate in a forward motion after pasting 

the outer banks of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. The increase in forward speed that usually occurs 

simultaneously as the hurricane weakens with further northward movement can often compensate for any 

discounting in hurricane intensity. Surge flooding, wave effects, and wind speeds accompanying a faster 

moving, weaker hurricane may exceed conditions caused by more intense hurricanes. This means that for 

some locations, depending on the meteorology of the storm, the affects from a Category 2 hurricane 

traveling at 60 MPH might be worse than that from a Category 4 hurricane moving at 20 MPH. 
umber 

There are primarily three components of vulnerability from the impact of a hurricane: storm surge 

(coastal flooding); ability to evacuate in a timely manner; and shelter capacity. Storm surge has the 

potential to create very serious problems in any Rhode Island coastal communities, but especially in Little 

Compton due to our vast coastline exposure to the Atlantic Ocean and Sakonnet River.  In many cases the 

waters will rise to extremely high levels and cover roads and bridges completely with water.  Little 

Compton has few locations that can seriously block roadways which are evacuation routes and the only 

way out of danger, but those areas have been documented and assessed in Section 3.    
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The vulnerability of Little Compton to hurricane surges is further increased by the presence of 

Narragansett Bay. The Bay's configuration can exhibit a funneling phenomenon on tidal surges as they 

flood the East and West Passages and the Sakonnet River which affects the western shoreline of Little 

Compton.  

 

Electrical utilities and communications as well as transportation infrastructure are vulnerable to 

significant coastal events. Damage to power lines or communication towers has the potential to cause 

power and communication outages for residents, businesses and critical facilities. Little Compton has two 

(2) main power lines feeding the town from Tiverton.  Little Compton currently houses a commercial 

wireless communications tower and a public safety wireless communications tower on municipal land.  

Both towers, but specifically the public safety tower is critical to communications during and after events.  

In addition to lost revenues, downed power lines present a threat to personal safety. Further, downed 

wires and lightning strikes have been known to spark fires. 

 

A structure’s vulnerability to significant coastal event hazards is based in large part on building 

construction and standards and its location in relation to potential storm surge inundation zones. In 

general, structures found in Little Compton include wood-framed structures and mobile-homes which are 

more vulnerable to damage from wind during significant events. Other factors, such as location, condition 

and maintenance of trees also plays a significant role in determining vulnerability.  Due to the character of 

Little Compton one of the most vulnerable factors is tree limb damage. 

 

Human vulnerability is based on the availability, reception and understanding of early warnings of coastal 

hazard events (i.e., Hurricane Watches and Warnings issued by the NWS) as well as access to substantial 

shelter and a means and desire to evacuate if so ordered. Once warned of an impending significant coastal 

hazard event, seeking shelter in a substantial indoor structure, that is wind resistant and outside of storm 

surge zones, is recommended as the best protection against bodily harm.  Low lying coastline 

neighborhoods are asked to voluntarily evacuate when a storm demonstrates a level of threat to those 

areas exposed to storm surge.  A few neighborhoods at Sakonnet Point, Round Pond and along the west 

coast are notified if weather conditions warrant an evacuation.  The most likely area to be asked to 

evacuate is the Round Pond neighborhood as it only has a single egress and is very low lying.  Sheltering 

is available at the regional ARC Tiverton Shelter upon activation or if needed locally at the Wilbur 

McMahan School during a designated community event.  

 

Tornadoes  

 Description 
A tornado is a violently rotating column of air in contact with and extending between a cloud and the 

surface of the earth. Winds in most tornadoes are 100 MPH or less, but in the most violent, and least 

frequent tornadoes, wind speeds can exceed 250 MPH. Tornadoes, typically track along the ground for a 

few miles or less and are less than 100 yards wide, though some can remain in contact with the earth for 

well over fifty miles and exceed one (1) mile in width. 

 

Several conditions are required for the development of tornadoes and the thunderstorm clouds with which 

most tornadoes are associated. Abundant low level moisture is necessary to contribute to the development 

of a thunderstorm, and a "trigger" (perhaps a cold front or other low level zone of converging winds) is 

needed to lift the moist air aloft. Once the air begins to rise and becomes saturated, it will continue rising 

to great heights and produce a thunderstorm cloud, if the atmosphere is unstable. An unstable atmosphere 

is one where the temperature decreases rapidly with height. Finally, tornadoes usually form in areas 

where winds at all levels of the atmosphere are not only strong, but also turning with height in a 

clockwise, or veering, direction.  
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Tornadoes can appear as a traditional funnel shape, or in a slender rope-like form. Some have a churning, 

smoky look to them, and others contain "multiple vortices" – small, individual tornadoes rotating around 

a common center. Others may be nearly invisible, with only swirling dust or debris at ground level as the 

only indication of the tornado's presence. 

 

A tornado begins in a severe thunderstorm called a supercell. A supercell can last longer than a regular 

thunderstorm. The wind coming into the storm starts to swirl and forms a funnel. The air in the funnel 

spins faster and faster and creates a very low pressure area which sucks more air (and possibly objects) 

into it. The severe thunderstorms which produce tornadoes form where cold dry polar air meets warm 

moist tropical air. This is most common in a section of the United States called Tornado Alley, but less 

likely here in Little Compton. 

 

Tornadoes can form any time during the year, but most form in May. The more north you go, the later the 

peak tornado season is. This is because it takes longer to warm the northern parts of the plains so 

tornadoes form later. Most tornadoes spin cyclonically but a few spin anti-cyclonically. Because there are 

records of anti-cyclonic tornadoes, scientists don't think that the Coriolis Effect causes the rotations. 

 

The Storm Prediction Center issues tornado and severe thunderstorm watches. A tornado watch defines an 

area shaped like a parallelogram, where tornadoes and other kinds of severe weather are possible in the 

next several hours. A tornado watch does not indicate an imminent tornado; rather, a tornado watch is an 

advisory for citizens to be alert and prepared to go to safe shelter if tornadoes do develop or if a tornado 

warning is issued. Local NWS offices are responsible for issuing tornado warnings. Tornado warnings 

indicate that a tornado has been spotted, or that Doppler radar detects a thunderstorm circulation capable 

of spawning a tornado. 

 

Nationally, the tornado season lasts from March to August, with peak tornado activity normally occurring 

in April, May, and June. The highest concentrations of tornadoes have been in the Central U.S. and 

portions of the Gulf Coast states.  

 

Location 
Rhode Island does not fall into Tornado Alley; however, tornadoes do occur. While tornadoes do not 

occur frequently, they may occur anytime and anywhere in Rhode Island. This situation may be more 

dangerous than states in Tornado Alley because Little Compton residents do not expect severe tornadoes 

and are ill-prepared to respond to a tornado strike. 

 

Tornadoes are considered to be low frequency, high-impact events. All of Little Compton is susceptible to 

tornadoes.  Data from the US Tornado and Weather Extremes database of 1950-2010 show the closest 

tornado to touchdown near Little Compton to have been 15.1 miles away in Bristol County on August 28, 

1970 of magnitude of 2 mile in length and having caused approximately $25,000 in damage.  

 

Extent  
A tornado is a violently rotating column of air in contact with and extending between a cloud and the 

surface of the earth. Winds in most tornadoes are 100 MPH or less, but in the most violent, and least 

frequent tornadoes, wind speeds can exceed 250 MPH. Tornadoes, typically track along the ground for a 

few miles or less and are less than 100 yards wide, though some can remain in contact with the earth for 

well over fifty miles and exceed one (1) mile in width.  A significant section of Little Compton could be 

damaged severely should the typical tornado track in our community, but the estimated hazard extent for 

a tornado to touch down in Little Compton would be that of a F-0 due to the fact that conditions naturally 
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lesson the extent of the tornados as they draw closer to the coastline where cooler air temperatures usually 

reside.  Coastal communities are not fully protected from tornados or supercells, but do generally have a 

lower extent of the hazard. 
 

The Fujita scale, introduced in 1971 by Dr. Ted Fujita, provided a way to characterize tornadoes based on 

the damage they produced and relating that damage to the fastest quarter-mile wind at the height of a 

damaged structure. An Enhanced Fujita scale became operational in 2007 and improves upon the original 

scale by including more damage indicators, taking into account construction quality and variability, and 

providing a more definitive correlation between damage and wind speed (Table 10 – Fujita Scale and 

Enhanced Fujita Scale). 

 
Table 10 - Fujita Scale and Enhanced Fujita Scale. 

Fujita Scale 

Fujita 

Scale     

Enhanced Fujita 

Scale   

F Number Fastest 1/4 mile 3 Second Gust EF Number 3 Second Gust 

  (MPH) (MPH)  (MPH) 

0 40-72 45-78 0 65-85 

1 73-112 79-117 1 86-110 

2 113-157 118-161 2 111-135 

3 158-207 162-209 3 136-165 

4 208-260 210-261 4 166-200 

5 261-318 262-317 5 over 200 

 

 

Previous Occurrences and Probability of Future Events 
NOAA NCDC data shows that Rhode Island has had 20 tornadoes since 1950 with property damages 

amounting to $7.28 million. No fatalities were incurred, however there were 20 injuries reported. None of 

these tornadoes were located in Little Compton.  
F-Scale 

Incidence of tornadoes in Rhode Island is relatively infrequent and fall intense purposes non-existent for 

Little Compton particularly when compared to states in the Plains and Midwest that can average hundreds 

of occurrences annually. That being said tornadoes have occurred in Rhode Island in the past and will 

likely occur in the future at a lower frequency of occurrence.  A tornado may happen anywhere in Rhode 

Island given the right climatic conditions.  As mentioned earlier data from the US Tornado and Weather 

Extremes database of 1950-2010 show the closest tornado to touchdown near Little Compton to have 

been 15.1 miles away in Bristol County on August 28, 1970.  After reviewing past events it appears that 

the areas at greatest risk for touchdowns run from north-western to north-eastern northern Rhode Island 

further confirming the unlikelihood of a tornado touching down in Little Compton. 

 

Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 
Tornadoes are high-impact, low-probability hazards whose effect is dependent on its intensity and the 

vulnerability of development in its path. Tornado vulnerability is based on building construction and 

standards, the availability of shelters or safe rooms, and advanced warning capabilities.  It should be 

noted that the entire state population is considered uniformly vulnerable to tornadoes even though Little 

Compton has no documentation of an occurrence in the past.  The type and age of construction plays a 

role in vulnerability of facilities to tornadoes. In general, concrete, brick and steel-framed structures tend 

to fare better in tornadoes than older, wood-framed structures, which are found in Little Compton. 
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Human vulnerability is based on the availability, reception and understanding of early warnings of 

tornadoes (i.e. Tornado Warning issued by the NWS) and access to substantial shelter. Once warned of an 

impending tornado hazard, seeking shelter indoors on the lowest floor of a substantial building away from 

windows is recommended as the best protection against bodily harm. 

 

Electrical utilities and communications infrastructure are vulnerable to tornadoes. Damage to power lines 

or communication towers has the potential to cause power and communication outages for residents, 

businesses and critical facilities. In addition to lost revenues, downed power lines present a threat to 

personal safety. Further, downed wires and lightning strikes have been known to spark fires. 

A structure’s tornado vulnerability is based in large part on building construction and standards. In 

general, structures found in Little Compton are wood-framed or mobile homes which are more vulnerable 

to damage in a tornado than steel framed structures. Other factors, such as location, condition and 

maintenance of trees also plays a significant role in determining vulnerability.  Should a Category 2 or 

higher tornado touch down in Little Compton the result could be devastating.  Statistics do not report an 

occurrence of a tornado touching down in Little Compton, but one should always be prepared for severe 

weather and prepare for the unlikelihood of this risk. 

 

High Wind and Thunderstorms 

Description 
Thunderstorms are formed when the right atmospheric conditions combine to provide moisture, lift, and 

warm unstable air that can rise rapidly. Thunderstorms occur any time of the day and in all months of the 

year, but are most common during summer afternoons and evenings and in conjunction with frontal 

boundaries. The NWS classifies a thunderstorm as severe if it produces hail at least one inch in diameter, 

winds of 58 MPH or greater, or a tornado. Thunderstorms affect a smaller area compared with winter 

storms or hurricanes, but they can be dangerous and destructive for a number of reasons. Storms can form 

in less than 30 minutes, giving very little warning; they have the potential to produce lightning, hail, 

tornadoes, powerful straight-line winds, and heavy rains that produce flash flooding. 

 

Wind is the motion of air past a given point caused by a difference in pressure from one place to another. 

Severe wind poses a threat to Little Compton in many forms, including that produced by severe 

thunderstorms and tropical weather systems. The effects can include blowing debris, interruptions in 

elevated power and communications utilities and intensified effects of winter weather. Harm to people 

and animals as well as damage to property and infrastructure may be the result. Two (2) basic types of 

damaging wind events other than tropical systems could affect Little Compton: synoptic-scale winds and 

thunderstorm winds. Synoptic-scale winds are high winds that occur typically with cold frontal passages 

or Nor’easters. When thunderstorm winds exceed 58 MPH, the thunderstorm is considered severe and a 

warning is issued. “Downbursts” cause the high winds in a thunderstorm. Downburst winds result from 

the sudden descent of cool or cold air toward the ground. As the air hits the ground, it spreads outward, 

creating high winds. Unlike tornadoes, downburst winds move in a straight line, without rotation. The 

term “microburst” refers to a small downburst with damaging winds up to 168 MPH and less than 2.5 

miles in length. The term “macroburst” refers to a large downburst that can extend greater than 2.5 miles 

with winds up to 134 MPH and can last five (5) to 30 minutes. 

 

All thunderstorms produce lightning, and therefore all thunderstorms are dangerous. Lightning often 

strikes outside of areas where it is raining, and may occur as far as 10 miles away from rainfall. It can 

strike from any part of the storm, and may even strike after the storm has seemed to pass. Hundreds of 

people across the nation are injured annually by lightning, most commonly when they are moving to a 

safe place but have waited too long to seek shelter. Lightning strike victims often suffer long-term effects 

such as memory loss, sleep disorders, weakness and fatigue, chronic pain, depression and muscle spasms. 
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Lightning has the potential to start house fires. Lightning causes an average of 55-60 fatalities, 400 

injuries, and over $1 billion in insured losses annually nationwide. 

 

Location 
All of Little Compton is vulnerable to severe thunderstorms and winds. Severe thunderstorms and winds 

are known risk factors in Little Compton due to our coastal location and land demographics.  Heavily 

treed roadways with above ground utilities make up a vast portion of the community which further adds 

to Little Compton’s vulnerability throughout town with thunderstorms and winds. Taller structures or 

building materials play a role in the level of risk to a given area.  Little Compton has very little 

development that one would normally assume at risk, such as high rise buildings/towers.  Our community 

is made up of single family dwellings no more than 30 ft in height with occasional farms and open fields.  

Our demographics offer more of a concern for downed power lines or lightning strikes to homes than for 

the type of structures one would find in a city with high-rise building apartments.  

  

 

Extent 
Thunderstorms can be difficult to measure for extent as there is no universally accepted standard for 

measuring the strength or magnitude of a lightning storm.  High winds, however, associated with 

thunderstorms can be measured with the use of the Beaufort Wind Force Scale depicted in the Beaufort 

Wind Chart found in Table 11 in this section.   

 

Similar to other hazard risks lightning events are often measured by the damage they produce.   Lightning 

can destroy a building with one well place strike or take out the power to a neighborhood or the town in 

general if the right transformer is struck.  Similarly, high winds, which can be measured have been known 

to cause significant damage to power lines and homes.    
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Table 11 – Beaufort Wind Chart 

 
 

 

Previous Occurrences and Probability of Future Events 
Little Compton is not known for experiencing the same frequency of severe thunderstorms as the 

Midwest and Southeast, but the state has observed a number of very destructive wind, hail and lightning 
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events over the years.  Little Compton has a history of thunderstorms which have had lightning strikes 

that have caused fires within residences.  No deaths have been recorded due to lightning strikes within 

Little Compton. 

 

Since strong winds occur during a variety of meteorological events such as thunderstorms, it is difficult to 

determine the probability of future occurrences with any degree of accuracy, but based on historical 

frequency of occurrence using NCDC data, a reasonable determination of probability of future severe 

wind events can be made throughout the State in general.  Little Compton experiences mild to moderate 

thunderstorms during the typically warmer months of the late summer, but has been known to experience 

gale force winds or thundersnow with winter Nor’easters or Hurricanes.  

 

Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 
The impact of wind can be measured in financial terms as well as fatalities and injuries. An examination 

of NCDC data shows that wind contributed to at least 20 injuries. Wind vulnerability is based in large part 

on building construction and standards. Other factors, such as location, condition, and maintenance of 

trees also plays a significant role in determining vulnerability. 

 

All of Little Compton would be considered evenly vulnerable to thunderstorms. The location and 

construction of a facility plays a role in how it will be affected by lightning and hail incidents. If a 

structure is located on a hilltop, is tall or has other tall structures around it, or has large exposed windows, 

it may be damaged during a storm. Communications and power supplies may be compromised during 

thunderstorms, and some critical facilities might not be equipped with a backup power source. As the 

facilities datasets are expanded to include construction and value information, analysis to thunderstorms 

should be reconsidered. 

 

Building construction, location, and nearby trees or other tall structures will have a large impact on how 

vulnerable an individual facility is to a lightning strike. A rough estimate of a structure’s likelihood of 

being struck by lightning can be calculated using the structure’s ground surface area, height, and striking 

distance between the downward-moving tip of the stepped leader (negatively charged channel jumping 

from cloud to earth) and the object.9  In general, buildings are more likely to be struck by lightning if they 

are located on high ground or if they have tall protrusions such as steeples or poles which the stepped 

leader can jump to. A private residence was struck by lightning during a severe Thunderstorm off of West 

Main Road in 1995, the home is located in an open field known to have mineral qualities some believe 

serve as natural attractors for lightning.  This home experienced complete burnout of the interior electrical 

wiring resulting in the home needing to be gutted and rewired.  Other locations such as the United 

Congregational Church Steeple would be a prime example of a vulnerable location in town.  Electrical 

and communications utilities are also vulnerable to direct lightning strikes, which would include the 

wireless communications towers located at 122 Amy Hart Path. Damage to these lines have the potential 

to cause power and communications outages for businesses, residencies, and critical facilities  Human 

vulnerability is largely determined by the availability and reception of early warnings for the approach of 

severe storms, and by the availability of nearby shelter.  Individuals who immediately seek shelter in a 

sturdy building or metal-roofed vehicle are much safer than those who remain outdoors.  

 

 

                                                           

9 Hasbrouck, PE Determining the Probability of Lightning Striking a Facility, National Lightning Safety Institute, 

http://lightningsafety.com/nlsi_lhm/prbshort.html (April 2004)  
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Winter Related Hazards 

Description 
Winter weather includes heavy snows, ice, and extreme cold and can affect all of Little Compton.  A 

heavy snow is generally defined as having more than eight (8) inches of accumulation in less than 24 

hours. Heavy snow can bring a community to a standstill by inhibiting transportation, knocking down 

trees and utility lines, and by causing structural collapse in buildings not designed to withstand the weight 

of the snow. Repair and snow removal costs can be significant and surpass annual municipal salt and 

snow removal budgets, often before the end of the season. A winter storm warning is issued when 

snowfall is expected to accumulate more than four (4) inches in 12 hours and/or a quarter inch or more of 

freezing rain accumulation.  

 

The term “ice storm” is used to describe occasions when damaging accumulations of ice are expected 

during freezing rain situations. Ice storms result from the accumulation of freezing rain, which is rain that 

becomes super-cooled and freezes upon impact with cold surfaces. Freezing rain most commonly occurs 

in a narrow band within a winter storm that is also producing heavy amounts of snow and sleet in other 

locations. If extreme cold conditions are combined with low/no snow cover, the cold can better penetrate 

downward through the ground and potentially create problems for underground infrastructure as well. 

When utilities are affected and heaters do not work, water and sewer pipes can freeze and even rupture.   

 

Excessive cold may accompany winter storms, be left in their wake, or can occur without storm activity. 

Extreme cold can lead to hypothermia and frostbite, which are both serious medical conditions. What is 

considered an excessively cold temperature varies according to the normal climate of a region. In areas 

unaccustomed to winter weather, near freezing temperatures are considered "extreme cold." In Rhode 

Island, extreme cold usually involves temperatures below zero degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

The wind chill index attempts to quantify the cooling effect of wind with the actual outside air 

temperature to determine a wind chill temperature that represents how cold people and animals feel, based 

on the rate of heat loss from exposed skin. A wind chill index of -5 indicates that the effects of wind and 

temperature on exposed flesh are the same as if the air temperature alone were five (5) degrees below zero 

(0), even though the actual temperature could be much higher. The NWS issues a wind chill advisory 

when wind chill temperatures are potentially hazardous and a wind chill warning when the situation can 

be life-threatening. 

 

The impact of a winter storm is primarily measured in terms of the financial costs associated with 

preparing for, responding to, and recovering from the event. Modeling the relationship between actual 

financial impact and winter storm magnitude is difficult. The NCDC data set provides estimates of 

property damage from many of the significant events in the period of record that begins 1993. Though the 

data is not necessarily complete or entirely consistent in its reporting from event to event, it provides a 

basis for meaningful initial analysis. 

 

 

Location 
Although somewhat more variable in terms of distribution, northwest portions of Providence and Kent 

counties see heavy snowfall events with greater frequency (roughly five (5) -six (6) events years) 

compared to Bristol, Newport, and Washington that tend to have less than two (2) significant events per 

year. 

 

Heavy snow can affect the entire State of Rhode Island but the highest amounts occur in the northern and 

northwestern areas of the State.  Being a coastal community, Little Compton generally sees lower snow 
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fall rates than interior Rhode Island.  Although snow accumulations are generally lower along the coast, 

several events such as the Blizzards of 1978, 1996, 1997, 2005, 2009 and 2015 have all left Little 

Compton with snow accumulations in excess of 16”. 

 

Extent  
No matter the winter event, be it snow, ice or extreme cold there are a couple of methods of measuring 

extent.  Winter weather watch, warnings and advisories are issued when certain weather conditions are 

reached.  Similarly wind chill factors can be measured which show extent during winter hazards.  Below 

you will find the Winter Weather terminology showing the measurements for each level of advisories and 

a chart measuring wind chill factors. 

 

A winter weather event is a winter weather phenomenon (such as snow, sleet, ice, wind chill) that 

impacts public safety, transportation, and/or commerce. It typically occurs during the climatological 

winter season between October 15 and April 15. 

 

Outlook - Winter weather that may cause significant impact in the day 3 to 7 forecast time period and 

eventually lead to the issuance of a watch or warning is contained in the Hazardous Weather Outlook. 

More scientific discussion on the event can also be found in the Area Forecast Discussion. Forecasts in 

the day 3 to 7 time period typically have a lot of forecast uncertainty. Uncertainty is generally in the 30 

to 50% range that the event will occur and reach warning criteria. It is intended to provide information to 

those who need considerable lead time to prepare for the event. 

 

Watch - A watch is generally issued in the 24 to 72 hour forecast time frame when the risk of a 

hazardous winter weather event has increased (50 to 80% certainty that warning thresholds will be met). 

It is intended to provide enough lead time so those who need to set their plans in motion can do so. A 

watch is issued using the WSW Winter Weather Message product and will appear as a headline in some 

text products such as the Zone Forecast. It will change the color, as shown in the table below Table 12 – 

Watch Type Descriptions, of the counties on the NWS front page map according to what type of watch 

has been issued. 

 

Table 12 – Watch Type Descriptions 

Watch Type Description 

Blizzard Watch 

Conditions are favorable for a blizzard event in the next 24 to 72 hours. 

Sustained wind or frequent gusts greater than or equal to 35 mph will 

accompany falling and/or blowing snow to frequently reduce visibility to less 

than 1/4 mile for three or more hours. 

http://www.weather.gov/bgm/spotlight/spotlight_hwo.shtml
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Lake Effect Snow 

Watch 

Conditions are favorable for a lake effect snow event to meet or exceed local 

lake effect snow warning criteria in the next 24 to 72 hours. Widespread or 

localized lake induced snow squalls or heavy snow showers which produce 

snowfall accumulation to 7 or more inches in 12 hours or less. Lake effect snow 

usually develops in narrow bands and impacts a limited area within a county or 

forecast zone. Use "mid-point" of snowfall range to trigger a watch (i.e. 5 to 8 

inches of snow = watch). 

Wind Chill Watch 

Conditions are favorable for wind chill temperatures to meet or exceed local 

wind chill warning criteria in the next 24 to 72 hours. Wind chill temperatures 

may reach or exceed -25°F. 

Winter Storm 

Watch 

Conditions are favorable for a winter storm event (heavy sleet, heavy snow, ice 

storm, heavy snow and blowing snow or a combination of events) to meet or 

exceed local winter storm warning criteria in the next 24 to 72 hours. Criteria 

for snow is 7 inches or more in 12 hours or less; or 9 inches or more in 24 hours 

covering at least 50 percent of the zone or encompassing most of the 

population. Use "mid-point" of snowfall range to trigger a watch (i.e. 5 to 8 

inches of snow = watch). Criteria for ice are 1/2 inch or more over at least 50 

percent of the zone or encompassing most of the population. 

  

Warning - These products are issued when a hazardous winter weather event is occurring, is imminent, 

or has a very high probability of occurrence (generally greater than 80%). A warning is used for 

conditions posing a threat to life or property.  Warnings are issued using the WSW Winter Weather 

Message product and will appear as a headline in some text products such as the Zone Forecast. It will 

change the color, as shown in the table below Table 13 – Warning Type Descriptions, of the counties on 

the NWS front page map according to what type of warning/advisory has been issued. 

Table 13 – Warning Type Descriptions 

Warning Type Description 

Blizzard Warning 

Blizzard event is imminent or expected in the next 12 to 36 hours. Sustained 

wind or frequent gusts greater than or equal to 35 mph will accompany falling 

and/or blowing snow to frequently reduce visibility to less than 1/4 mile for 

three or more hours. 
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Ice Storm Warning 

An ice storm event is expected to meet or exceed local ice storm warning 

criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Criteria for ice are 1/2 inch or more over at 

least 50 percent of the zone or encompassing most of the population. 

Lake Effect Snow 

Warning 

A lake effect snow event is expected to meet or exceed local lake effect snow 

warning criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Widespread or localized lake 

induced snow squalls or heavy snow showers which produce snowfall 

accumulation to 7 or more inches in 12 hours or less. Lake effect snow usually 

develops in narrow bands and impacts a limited area within a county or forecast 

zone. Use "mid-point" of snowfall range to trigger warning (i.e. 5 to 8 inches of 

snow = warning). 

Wind Chill 

Warning 

Wind chill temperatures are expected to meet or exceed local wind chill 

warning criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Wind chill temperatures may reach 

or exceed -25°F.  

Winter Storm 

Warning 

A winter storm event (heavy sleet, heavy snow, ice storm, heavy snow and 

blowing snow or a combination of events) is expected to meet or exceed local 

winter storm warning criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Criteria for snow is 7 

inches or more in 12 hours or less; or 9 inches or more in 24 hours covering at 

least 50 percent of the zone or encompassing most of the population. Use "mid-

point" of snowfall range to trigger warning (i.e. 5 to 8 inches of snow = 

warning). Criteria for ice are 1/2 inch or more over at least 50 percent of the 

zone or encompassing most of the population. 

  

Advisory - These products are issued when a hazardous winter weather event is occurring, is imminent, 

or has a very high probability of occurrence (generally greater than 80%).  An advisory is for less serious 

conditions that cause significant inconvenience and, if caution is not exercised, could lead to situations 

that may threaten life and/or property. Advisories are issued using the WSW Winter Weather Message 

product and will appear as a headline in some text products such as the Zone Forecast. It will change the 

color, as shown in the table below, Table 14 – Advisory Type Descriptions, of the counties on the NWS 

front page map according to what type of advisory has been issued. 

 Table 14 – Advisory Type Descriptions 

Advisory Type Description 



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 35 
  

Winter Weather 

Advisory 

A winter storm event (sleet, snow, freezing rain, snow and blowing snow, or a 

combination of events) is expected to meet or exceed local winter weather 

advisory criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours but stay below warning criteria. 

Criteria for snow is 4 inches or more in 12 hours or less covering at least 50 

percent of the zone or encompassing most of the population. Use "mid-point" 

of snowfall range to trigger advisory (i.e. 2 to 5 inches of snow = advisory). 

Criteria for ice are any ice accumulation less than 1/2 inch over at least 50 

percent of the zone or encompassing most of the population. Winter Weather 

Advisory can also be issued for black ice. This is optional. 

Freezing Rain 

Advisory 

Any accumulation of freezing rain is expected in the next 12 to 36 hours (but 

will remain below 1/2 inch) for at least 50 percent of the zone or encompassing 

most of the population. 

Lake Effect Snow 

Advisory 

A lake effect snow event is expected to meet or exceed local lake effect snow 

advisory criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Widespread or localized lake 

induced snow squalls or heavy snow showers which produce snowfall 

accumulating to 4 or more inches in 12 hours or less, but remain less than 7 

inches. Lake effect snow usually develops in narrow bands and impacts a limited 

area within a county or forecast zone. Use "mid-point" of snowfall range to 

trigger advisory (i.e. 2 to 5 inches of snow = advisory). 

Wind Chill 

Advisory 

Wind chill temperatures are expected to meet or exceed local wind chill 

advisory criteria in the next 12 to 36 hours. Wind chill temperatures may reach 

or exceed -15°F.  

 

  10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

10 National Weather Service NOAA – winter weather terminology 
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NOAA Wind Chill Chart 1 

11 

Snow 

Heavy snow can immobilize a community by bringing transportation to a halt. Until the snow can be 

removed roadways are impacted, even closed completely, stopping the flow of supplies and disrupting 

emergency and medical services. Accumulations of snow can cause roofs to collapse and knock down 

trees and power lines. A quick thaw after a heavy snow can cause substantial flooding, especially along 

small streams and in urban areas. The cost of snow removal, repairing damages, and the loss of business 

caused by power outages can have severe economic impacts on cities and towns. Injuries and deaths 

related to heavy snow usually occur as a result of vehicle accidents. Casualties also occur due to 

overexertion while shoveling snow and hypothermia caused by overexposure to the cold weather.  Table 

15 – North East Snowfall Impact Scale can give a better idea of extent for winter storms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

11 National Weather Service NOAA – wind chill chart 
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Table 15 - NESIS categories, their corresponding NESIS values, and a descriptive adjective: 

Category NESIS Value Description 

1 1—2.499 Notable 

2 2.5—3.99 Significant 

3 4—5.99 Major 

4 6—9.99 Crippling 

5 10.0+ Extreme 

 

Ice Storms 

Ice storms can be the most devastating of winter weather phenomena and are often the cause of 

automobile accidents, power and communication system outages, personal injury and death. Moreover, 

they can hinder the delivery of emergency services needed in response to these catastrophes and endanger 

the responders. Ice storms accompanied by wind gusts cause the most damage. 

 

The greatest threat from ice storms is t - o essential utility and transportation systems, also known as 

lifelines. It coats power and communications lines, trees, highways, bridges and other paved surfaces. Ice-

weighted wires, antennae, and structures holding them can break and collapse. Downed trees and limbs 

can also damage lines and block transportation routes. Both pedestrians and automobiles are at risk. 

 

The Sperry-Piltz Ice Accumulation Index found in Table 16 can be used to measure the extent possible 

with ice storms.   

 

Table 16 - Sperry-Piltz Ice Accumulation. 
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Extreme cold 

The greatest danger from extreme cold is to people. Prolonged exposure to the cold can cause frostbite or 

hypothermia and become life threatening. The risk of hypothermia due to exposure greatly increases 

during episodes of extreme cold. Infants and elderly people are most susceptible. Certain medications, 

medical conditions or the consumption of alcohol can also make people more susceptible to the cold. 

House fires and carbon monoxide poisoning are also possible as people use supplemental heating devices. 

 

Previous Occurrences and Probability of Future Events 
In Rhode Island there is no single database or repository of consistent, detailed descriptions of the types 

of ongoing “normal” winter hazards that occur. Detailed information only exists for the unusual events 

which cause an exceptional amount of hardship (i.e. snow and ice removal), threats to public safety, and 

major damage to public and private property.  Little Compton has very little storm related municipal data 

to back up corporate knowledge of such events as the Blizzard of 1978, the 1991 Halloween Storm, the 

2003 President’s Day Storm, the 2005 Blizzard, the 2009 Blizzard and Winter Storm “Nemo” of 2013, 

and the 2015 Blizzard.   

 

Although the following past occurrences are in general reflective of statewide events they are worthy of 

mention in this HMP.  Winter related hazards are highly likely probable for occurrence in Little Compton 

due to our coastal location.  Nor’Easters in general have a tendency of impacting Little Compton from 

wind damage or on occasion from significant snow fall which can cause hardship. 

 

A major disaster declaration (DR-4107) was declared on March 22, 2013 due to a severe winter storm and 

snowstorm in Bristol, Kent, Newport, Providence and Washington counties. Reports indicated that this 

storm stretched from New Jersey to Maine and into Canada. More than two (2) feet of snow fell in Rhode 

Island from Friday night to Saturday morning. National Grid estimated more than 180,000 customers lost 

power. By Saturday night, 129,000 customers in Rhode Island remained without power: “Nearly all of 

Bristol County and most of Newport County were in the dark, as were many homes in communities along 

the southern coast and surrounding Providence.”  

 

Another major disaster declaration (DR-4212) was declared on April 3, 2015 due to a severe winter storm 

and snowstorm in Bristol, Kent, Newport, Providence and Washington counties.  Reports indicated that 

this storm resulted in declarations of snow emergencies in six states, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New 

York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Atlantic Canada.  More than two (2) feet of snow 

fell in some areas of Rhode Island throughout the event.   

 

According to the NCDC there have been 125 winter weather related events in Rhode Island between 1950 

and April 2016.  Winter weather events in Little Compton can be described as unpredictable. Days of 

frigid, arctic air and below freezing temperatures may be followed by days of mild temperatures in the 

40s or 50s. Snowfall and rainfall vary; however, Little Compton residents can expect to experience 

several nor’easters, which usually bring coastal erosion and a possibility for blizzard conditions or heavy 

rainstorms dependent on the temperature.  

 

Based on past history and climatic conditions, there is a great probability that winter hazards will continue 

to occur and impact our town. Using NCDC data, a reasonable determination of probability of future 

winter storm events can be made. Winter storms have had significant impacts on Little Compton in the 

past and are likely to impact the town again in the future. An examination of NCDC data suggests that on 

an annual basis, approximately two (2) to six (6) winter weather events of some significance could occur 

and affect Little Compton which can be related to a Medium-High to High probability of occurrence.  
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Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 
Little Compton, being situated at the southwestern most corner of the state, has historically had a 

frequency of winter weather where our accumulations or wind impacts are usually less significant.  Little 

Compton has at times experienced coastal winter storms where the highest impact is along the coast.     

Electrical utilities and communications as well as transportation infrastructure are vulnerable to damages 

from winter storms. Damage to power lines or communication towers has the potential to cause power 

and communication outages for residents, businesses and critical facilities. In addition to lost revenues, 

downed power lines present a threat to personal safety. Further, downed wires have been known to spark 

fires.  

 

Facility data necessary for vulnerability assessment would include, but not limited to, roof type, building 

construction type, building and contents values, and use. For example a flat roof or an older structure roof 

would be more susceptible to heavy snow loads.  Little Compton’s single public school has a flat roof 

over the gymnasium, which has been susceptible to heavy snow fall buildup in the past.  Several local 

farms have barn roof types that have a limited pitch which also cause the need to watch closely for snow 

buildup.  Other than snow buildup the town annually monitors tree growth over utility lines due to the 

potential for ice buildup during winter events which can cause limbs to fall on utility lines. 

 

Winter storms, ice storms and extreme cold can adversely affect people, some more than others. Infants 

and those persons 65 years of age or more are especially vulnerable. General observations by NOAA 

indicate that in winter deaths related to exposure to cold: 50% were over 60 years old, over 75% were 

male and about 20% occur in the home. Of winter deaths related to ice and snow: about 70% occur in 

automobiles, 25% of the people were caught out in the storm and the majority were males over 40 years 

old (heart attacks from snow shoveling).  Data derived from Little Compton Building Official’s records 

shows that a larger number of local residents are wiring their homes to accommodate generators due to 

the increasing number of winter events where power has been lost for a number of days. 

 

Human vulnerability is based on the availability, reception and understanding of advanced warnings of 

impending significant winter weather events (i.e. Winter Storm Watches and Warnings issued by the 

NWS) and heeding the advice of local officials.  

 

Flood Related Hazards 

This section includes descriptions, locations, extents, historical occurrences, probability of future events 

and vulnerabilities for flooding related to riverine, flash, urban/stormwater, and coastal. In addition to the 

flooding types previously discussed, storm surge, SLR, coastal erosion and dam breach are also profiled 

in detail within this section as flood-related hazards.  Flood related hazards have a Highly Likely 

probability of occurrence in Little Compton.  

 

Flooding is a localized hazard that is generally the result of excessive precipitation.  Flooding is the most 

commonly occurring natural hazard, due to the widespread geographical distribution of Little Compton’s 

coastal areas, and the attraction of development in these areas. Floods are among the most frequent and 

costly natural disasters in terms of human hardship and economic loss.  Little Compton has an extensive 

coastline exposed to potential flooding and the western branch of the Westport River which is vulnerable 

to flood. 
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Flood 

Description 
A flood, which can be slow or fast rising but generally develops over a period of days, is defined by the 

NFIP as: 

 

• A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of two or more 

acres of normally dry land area or of two or more properties from: overflow of 

inland or tidal waters; unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters 

from any source; or a mudflow; or 

• The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or similar body of 

water as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water 

exceeding anticipated cyclical levels that result in a flood as defined above. 

 

By their very nature, floodplains are the low, flat, periodically flooded lands adjacent to rivers, lakes and 

oceans and subject to geo-morphic (land-shaping) and hydrologic (water flow) processes. It is only during 

and after major flood events that the connections between a river and its floodplain become more 

apparent. These areas form a complex physical and biological system that not only supports a variety of 

natural resources, but also provides natural flood and erosion control. The floodplain also represents a 

natural filtering system, with water percolating back into the ground and replenishing groundwater.  

 

Riverine Flooding 

Riverine flooding is a function of precipitation levels (both rain and snow) and water runoff volumes 

within the stream or river. Riverine flooding is defined as the periodic occurrence of over bank flows of 

rivers or streams resulting in partial or complete inundation of the adjacent floodplain. The recurrence 

interval of a flood is defined as the average time interval, in years, expected to take place between the 

occurrences of a flood of a particular magnitude to an equal or larger flood. Flood magnitude increases 

with increasing recurrence interval. When land next to or within the floodplain is developed, these 

cyclical floods can become costly and dangerous events. 

 

Little Compton has two areas where riverine flooding has occurred on a minor level, both locations are 

centered in the village of Adamsville.  One location, the Mill Brook has had culvert work completed that 

has lessened the frequency of flooding.  The other location, the Westport River West Branch has at times 

flooded over the roadway and into the Mill Pond and adjoining properties.  This flooding is more of a 

nuisance as it generally recedes after the storm has passed within a day or two. 

 

Riverine flooding in Little Compton may be associated with hurricanes, the aftermath of winter storms, 

spring snow melts combined with heavy rains or take place independently of major storm activity.   Little 

Compton is bordered on the west by the Sakonnet River and the south by the Atlantic Ocean.  Little 

Compton is more susceptible to flooding from the Harbor, ponds or small streams than from the Sakonnet 

River, but acknowledges that events can and likely have occurred where flooding along the Sakonnet 

River has affected low lying properties.  

 

  

Flash Flooding 

A flash flood is the fastest-moving type of flood. It happens when heavy rain collect in a stream or gully, 

turning the normally calm area into an instant rushing current. Any flood involves water rising and 

overflowing its normal path. A flash flood is a specific type of flood that appears and moves quickly 

across the land, with little warning making it very dangerous. 
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Flash floods are the result of heavy rainfall concentrated over one area. Most flash flooding is caused by 

slow-moving thunderstorms, thunderstorms that repeatedly move over the same area or heavy rains from 

hurricanes and tropical storms. Dam failures can create the most damaging flash flood events. When a 

dam or levee breaks, a large quantity of water is suddenly let loose downstream, destroying anything in its 

path.  

 

Flash flood waters move at very fast speeds. They have the power to move boulders, tear out trees, 

destroy buildings, and obliterate bridges. Walls of water can reach heights of 10’ to 20’, and generally 

carry a huge amount of debris with them. The best response to any signs of flash flooding is to move 

immediately and quickly to higher ground.  

 

Little Compton experienced flash flooding first hand during the flooding in March 2010. Little Compton 

experienced flash flooding in several locations during the March 2010 event in such locations as where 

the Westport River west branch flowed over Adamsville Road into the Mill Pond and Round Pond Road 

and other roadways throughout town known to be collectors of water during heavier rains quickly flooded 

and blocked traffic.  Most roadways cleared enough for traffic flow within hours of the initial event.  

Several homes have been known to experience flooding in their basements due to stormwater runoff, 

requiring the Fire Department to come pump out the water. 

 

 

Urban/Stormwater Flooding 

Urban flooding occurs where there has been development within stream floodplains. This is partly a result 

of the use of waterways for transportation purposes in earlier times. Sites adjacent to rivers and coastal 

inlets provided convenient places to ship and receive commodities. Floodways and wetlands which are 

the natural storage basins for flood waters were filled to accommodate development. The price of this 

accessibility to the rivers was increased flooding of the ensuing urban areas. Urbanization increases the 

magnitude and frequency of floods by increasing impermeable surfaces, increasing the speed of drainage 

collection, reducing the carrying capacity of the land and, occasionally, overwhelming sewer systems. 

The most common result from these areas flooding is due to poor or insufficient storm water drainage, 

high groundwater levels, and high percentage of impervious surfaces which prevent groundwater 

recharge. In Little Compton stormwater run-off is a problem on a few roadways. 

 

Coastal Flooding 

Coastal flooding is typically a result of storm surge and wind-driven waves, which erode the coastline. 

These conditions are produced by hurricanes (tropical storms) during the summer and fall, and nor'easters 

and other large coastal storms (extra-tropical storms) during the fall, winter, and spring. Storm surges may 

overrun barrier islands and push sea water up coastal rivers and inlets, blocking the downstream flow of 

inland runoff. Acres of crops or forest lands may be inundated by both saltwater and freshwater. Escape 

routes may be cut off quickly stranding residents in flooded areas and hampering rescue efforts. 

 

Little Compton has a history of stormwater run-off at varied roadways within town likely due to poor 

drainage engineering.  Town Way has a history of stormwater run-off damaging the traveled way, which 

in the winter has a tendency of freezing causing a safety issue.  Other roadways with stormwater flooding 

histories are Round Pond Rd, John Dyer Rd, John Sisson Rd and Long Pasture/Swamp Rd. 

 

As can be seen in Figure 6 FEME Special Flood Hazard Areas, AFHA zones in RI, Little Compton Zones 

V and VE are areas subject to a 1% annual chance flood event with additional hazards associated with 

storm-induced waves.  A good portion of the properties located on the immediate coastline are found in 
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zones V and VE and have been known to have some storm-induced wave action which in extreme storms 

has caused coastal flooding. 

 

 

Location 
All of Little Compton is subject to flooding. The State’s 39 communities have areas identified as "flood 

prone" by the FEMA (Figure 6), and all have elected to participate in the NFIP in order to make federally-

subsidized flood insurance available to their residents.  Little Compton’s coastline is the most vulnerable 

to flooding, especially the area surrounding Round Pond, the coastline known as South Shore Beach and 

the western branch of the Westport River.  All three of these areas have experienced flooding to some 

degree.   

 
Figure 6.  FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) zones within RI – Source RI Hazard Mitigation Plan  

 
 

 

Extent  
Since there is no universally accepted scale associated with flooding we must rely on our past experience 

to qualify this hazard.  Populations and property are extremely vulnerable to flooding. Homes and 

business may suffer damage and be susceptible to collapse due to heavy flooding. Floodwaters can carry 

chemicals, sewage, and toxins from roads, factories, and farms; therefore any property affected by the 

flood may be contaminated with hazardous materials. Debris from vegetation and man-made structures 
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may also be hazardous following a flood. In addition, floods may threaten water supplies and water 

quality and initiate power outages. The flood hazard varies by location and type of flooding. Coastal areas 

are most at risk from flooding caused by hurricanes, tropical storms and nor'easters. Low-lying coastal 

areas in close proximity to the shore, sounds or estuaries are exposed to the threat of flooding from storm 

surge and wind-driven waves, as well as from intense rainfall. Areas bordering rivers may also be affected 

by large discharges caused by heavy rainfall over upstream areas. Inland areas are most at risk from flash 

flooding caused by intense rainfall over short periods of time. Stream flow tends to increase rapidly. 

Large amounts of impervious surfaces in urban areas increase runoff amounts and decrease the lag time 

between the onset of rainfall and stream flooding.  Little Compton sees the biggest magnitude of flooding 

through coastal flooding during hurricanes or storm surge during events.  Round Pond Road has been 

known to flood under a foot or two of water due to its proximity to the pond and ocean water levels, while 

South Shore Beach has come close to breaching into Quicksand Pond during severe storms. 

 

More intense rainfall, the result of climate change, is likely to increase peak flooding, particularly in 

urban environments in the future. The magnitude of this increase is dependent on the level and rate of 

greenhouse gas emissions through the end of the century. 

 

Previous Occurrences and Probability of Future Events 
Flooding is one of the more common natural hazards to impact Little Compton.  Flooding has historically 

occurred at a few locations within Little Compton, a few roadways known to be in low lying areas and 

those roadways known to have poor drainage.  More specifically the roadways are Round Pond Road, 

south end of John Dyer Road near the LC Game Club, Main Street/Harbor Road, east end of John Sisson 

Road and Town Way/Oliver Way.  Round Pond Road, which is a private road, has been known to be 

flooded under 1 or 2 feet of water from storm surge blocking travel.  Town Way has been known to have 

stormwater runoff to such an extreme that it floods the access to Oliver Way and in winter events freezes 

over the roadway making vehicle passage dangerous if not impossible.  Though there is no distinct flood 

season flooding can occur in any month of the year, NOAA has studied a number of past floods from the 

1990’s to 200012
 and has noted three (3) times of the year of particular importance with regard for the 

potential of flood activity to occur: 

• Late winter/spring melt; 

• Late summer/early fall; and 

• Early winter. 

 

According to FEMA’s disaster declaration database, Rhode Island has experienced 11 disasters, nine (9) 

of the disasters were related to severe flooding and hurricanes. It should be noted that Little Compton 

experiences are on a less severe level than those throughout the state where main rivers flow.  A few 

notable statewide historic events are further described with limited documentation available for the 

impact to Little Compton: 

 

• March 2010 - Rhode Island encountered the worst flooding in its recorded history on a number of 

the State’s largest rivers.  Within Little Compton several lower lying areas flooded causing 

road/access blockage, some damage to roadways due to poor drainage during the flash flood, 

and flooding in homes due to stormwater runoff. 

                                                           

12 Source: NOAA, A River and Flash Flood Climatology of Southern New England: Results From 1994-2000, website: 

http://www.erh.noaa.gov/box/flood%20climatology.htm.  
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• Hurricane Sandy swept through the region in October 2012 leaving significant damage all along 

the coast. Beaches along Westerly, including Misquamicut, were devastated and almost 

unrecognizable.13
  Little Compton experienced significant damage to its town beach where if the 

duration of the event had lasted longer we may have lost the beach to a breach of the barrier 

area between South Shore Beach and Quicksand Pond which is fed by the ocean during tidal 

flows.   

 

During the past 30 years, the Federal Government has shifted focus from flood “control” to flood 

“management.” The primary impetus for this shift is continuing flood losses experienced during the latter 

half of the 20th Century and the first decade of the present century. The goal of flood management is to 

prevent loss of life and damage to public and private property by reducing the effects of flood damage and 

forming effective plans for recovery and rehabilitation. The change from flood control to flood 

management resulted in revisions and improvements to Federal policies. One major impetus was flood 

hazard mapping. The development of SFHA maps was the first comprehensive attempt to identify 

flood hazard risk in the Nation’s floodplains. 

 

This effort began in 1968, with the passage of the NFIP Act by Congress. The program’s intent is to 

reduce future damage and to provide protection for property owners from potential losses. Flood 

insurance is made available in communities participating in the NFIP. Policyholders pay premiums that 

are based on the level of flood risk at an identified location in the community. To accurately identify the 

risk, FEMA produces Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) that show areas subject to flooding, effective 

initially December 31, 1974. The flood risk information presented on the FIRMs is based on historic, 

hydrologic, and hydraulic data, as well as open-space conditions, flood-control works, and development.  

 

A 100-year flood is not a flood that occurs every 100 years. In fact, the 100-year flood has a 26-percent 

chance of occurring during a 30-year period, the typical length of many mortgages. The 100-year flood is 

a regulatory standard used by Federal agencies, States, and NFIP-participating communities to administer 

and enforce floodplain management programs. The 100-year flood is also used by the NFIP as the basis 

for insurance requirements nationwide.14
 The main recurrence intervals used on the FIRMS are shown 

in Table 17 – Annual Probability. In those FEMA velocity zones (V-Zones) where there are armored 

shorelines, or any other manmade structures impeding the beaches’ natural process of sediment transport, 

there is a greater likelihood of coastal flooding as the beaches erode and can no longer protect these areas 

from flooding. 

 

Table 17 - Annual probability based on flood recurrence intervals. 

 

Flood Recurrence Intervals Annual Change of Occurrence 

10-yr 10.0% 

50-yr 2.0 % 

100-yr 1.0 % 

500-yr 0.2% 

 

Flood Recurrence Interval Annual Change of Occurrence 

Flooding is often a result of the occurrence of other natural hazards such as hurricanes and tropical storm 

systems, winter and coastal storms, ice jams, dam failures, and severe precipitation events. SLR and the 

                                                           

13 http://www.masslive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/10/hurricane_sandy_leaves_beaches.html 
14 National Flood Insurance Program (www.FEMA.gov) 
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increased intensity of frequency of storm surge due to climate change also contribute to the impacts of 

flooding.  Little Compton has experienced some of these other natural hazards at one time or another and 

can expect to experience them in the future. As noted earlier, flooding in Little Compton is an 

inconvenience and on occasion results in personal property damage to homes in vulnerable areas and 

should be rated as a Medium-High to High probability of occurrence.  
 

Vulnerability & Risk Assessment 
Many areas of Little Compton continue to be vulnerable to flooding and the impacts associated with this 

natural hazard. Past land use patterns and the continued use of structures within areas vulnerable to 

flooding will continue to promote future risk and vulnerability of flood impacts to structures and people. 

Local land use regulations and ordinances have done much to curb unregulated development within flood 

hazard areas. However, Little Compton is one of the older communities with limited land resources. This 

places a high value on all property within our town. This limitation of land availability and high property 

values will continue to encourage the reuse of land and structures in areas vulnerable to flooding. 

 

Little Compton’s adoption and enforcement of floodplain management ordinances, including regulation 

of new construction in the SFHA, allows flood insurance available to home and business owners within 

Little Compton.  Homeowner insurance policies do not cover damage from flood.  The National Flood 

Insurance Program statistics show that Little Compton had 32 losses filed from Jan. 1, 1978 through May 

31, 2017, with 26 loss claims closed with payment and 6 loss claims closed without payment at a total of 

$318,972.48.   

 

The FEMA HMA Repetitive Loss and Severe Repetitive Loss programs provide funds for local 

governments to address the most egregious flood-prone properties with the most flood insurance claims. 

The program features a reduced non-federal match (from 25 percent to 10 percent) with an approved 

mitigation plan that specifies the town’s strategy to reduce the number of RL and SRL properties.  

Flood insured properties can have had more than one claim. A property that is currently insured for which 

two or more NFIP losses (occurring more than 10 days apart) of at least $1,000 each have been paid 

within any 10-year period since 1978 is defined as a “repetitive loss property” by the NFIP program. 

 

Residential SRL properties have received priority for mitigation funding through the Bunning-Bereuter-

Blumenauer Reform Act (Public Law 108-264). The primary goal of the SRL Program has been to reduce 

excessive flood claim payments and reliance on the National Flood Insurance Fund (NFIF) for flood relief 

when mitigation is an option. Residential SRL properties are single-family structures consisting of one (1) 

to four (4) residences that have flood insurance that have: 

 

• Incurred flood related damages on four (4) or more separate occasions with the amount of each 

claim exceeding $5,000 and the cumulative amount of the total claims paid exceeding $20,000; or 

• Cumulative amount of the claims exceeds the value of the property, when at least two (2) separate 

claim payments have been made. 

• At least two (2) losses must have occurred within a 10-year time span; claims must be more than 

10 days apart. 

 

There are currently 431 non-mitigated RL properties in Rhode Island. RIEMA confirmed that Little 

Compton does not have any current RL or SRL properties at this time. 

 

The Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary program that recognizes and encourages a 

community's efforts that exceed the NFIP minimum requirements for floodplain management. The CRS 

program emphasizes three (3) goals: the reduction of flood losses, facilitating accurate insurance rating 
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and promoting the awareness of flood insurance. By participating in the CRS program, communities can 

earn a 5-45% discount for flood insurance premiums based upon the activities that reduce the risk of 

flooding within the community. Currently, ten (10) communities participate in the CRS and receive 

flood insurance premium discounts.  Little Compton is very interested in gathering the necessary 

documentation to participate in the CRS certification program.   
 

3.2.c.  Climate Change and Sea Level Rise 

 
After review of CRMC/RISG/RIEDC SLR Inundation Scenarios it can be said that Little Compton shows 

no critical facility within an area of risk.   SLR inundation scenarios are shown in Appendix A.  For 

purposes of convenience Figure 7 Sea Level Rise Inundation Scenarios based on analysis by the SHMC 

from June 2011 shows the limited impact of SLR on critical facilities in Little Compton.  Maps showing 

SLR Inundation Scenarios found in the Appendix support the same level of intensity for Little Compton.  

The University of Rhode Island developed these scenarios and should be used for planning purposes only. 

 

Figure 7 – Sea Level Rise Inundation Scenarios.   

 
 

3.3 Vulnerability 
 

Assessing vulnerability in Little Compton includes a review of all populated areas and assets that may be 

at risk from a natural hazard.   

 

3.3.a Community Assets (exposure to loss) 

 

Little Compton’s community assets include its population, its natural resources and limited local 

economy as well as municipal infrastructure and services.  Reviewing each asset and acknowledging 

areas of vulnerability for each will allow the town to be better prepared during future responses to natural 

hazards in our community. 
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3.3.a.i    People – Little Compton is mainly a rural community with properties interspersed throughout 

town.  It should be noted however that there are a few densely populated areas and only a few areas that 

could have access cut off due to flooding risks.  These areas include the area surrounding Sakonnet 

Harbor, Round Pond, Indian Rock Acres and the Northwest coastline of town.  Historically Round Pond 

has been the only area that has had access cut off due to flooding, while the other locations have had 

nominal flooding which did not block access for any significant period of time.  Little Compton has a high 

percentage of elderly who are likely to need assistance in cases of evacuation orders.  With this population 

in mind Little Compton has taken the initiative to encourage our residents who have special needs to 

enroll in the Rhode Island Special Needs Emergency Registry (RISNER).  This registry has provided a 

system to identify Little Compton residents who are in specific areas within town who will require 

additional assistance during emergencies. 

 

Little Compton’s year round population is 3,492 based on the 2010 Census data a reduction of 101 from 

the 2000 Census count of 3,593.  Being a seasonal summer community our population increases to 

approximately 7,000 during May through August.  As you can see from Table 18 – Population by age  

Little Compton’s population leans toward the older ages, with 22.7% over 65 for year round residents, but 

leaning toward a more evenly distribution of ages during the summer months.  Due to these factors we 

need to continue to be aware of our age demographics in order to be better prepared during emergencies 

to meet the needs and safety concerns of this population.  Using the RISNER gives the first responders the 

tools to reach out and prepare before the natural hazard arrives rather than continuing to respond after the 

event has past.   

 

Table 18 - Population by Age (2010 Census) 

Age Range Number  
% of 
Population 

total 3,492 100.0% 

under 18 654 18.7% 

over 18 2,838 81.3% 

19 61 1.8% 

20-24 115 3.3% 

25-34 217 6.2% 

35-49 686 19.6% 

50-64 965 27.6% 

65 & over 794 22.8% 

 

3.3.a.ii   Economy – Approximately 86 percent of the town’s revenue is generated from residential real 

estate property taxes.  Little Compton does not have a commercial tax base to assist with revenues 

therefore any loss in the coastal residential property would immediately affect the tax base causing more 

of a tax burden on the remaining properties.  The adoption of the Special Flood Hazard Areas Floodplain 

Ordinance is one example of a protective regulation adopted to assist in reducing this particular risk 

factor.  Enforcing building codes and local regulations help to assist in reducing repetitive loss to property 

in high risk areas.   

 

Residents who work within the Town have historically relied on farming, small service/retail businesses, 

and home-based trades/occupations for their livelihoods. In more recent years, the community has 

attracted a larger seasonal population, resulting in the growth of numerous small businesses serving the 

needs of summer residents. Many residents commute to work at locations outside the Town, primarily 

other east bay towns, Providence and Fall River, Massachusetts. 
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Commercial development has been largely centered in three areas, the Commons, the Village of 

Adamsville and at Sakonnet Point. The Commons is the activity center of the Town, serving as the seat of 

government and as a gathering place for residents and visitors. A few retail and service businesses are 

located in the Commons. Adamsville is more a residential village, with a few stores serving the local and 

visiting population. 

 

The location of Sakonnet Point, exposed to the brutality of the sea, has made ongoing commercial and 

residential development difficult. The harbor provides some facilities for commercial fishing activities 

and recreational boating, but is limited in capacity. While recreational fishing, clamming and lobstering 

have been part of the lives of many Little Compton residents, fishing was never a predominant or typical 

livelihood for residents. Commercial and wholesale businesses have come and gone, and most are now 

largely fishing trade-related, i.e., wholesale fish dealers, etc.15  The US Army Corps of Engineers 

Breakwater protects Sakonnet Harbor from storm surge.  Typically boats moored in the harbor have been 

removed to dryland storage prior to arrival of significant storms.  Wind damage and storm surge did 

severely impacted the harbor during the 1938, 1944 and 1954 hurricanes, which in part supported the 

argument that extending the breakwater would help protect property in and immediately around the 

harbor.  The breakwater project was modified in 1957 when the Corps constructed a 400-foot-long 

extension to the breakwater and dredged the harbor to a depth of eight feet.  The extension has offered 

better protection for the harbor and vessels within the harbor.  Financial data specific to the harbor is not 

easily extracted for losses during these events although it is clear from the photographic data found in the 

Little Compton Historical Society records that the damage was extensive.  Storms documented after the 

1957 modification seem to support the reduction in loss and ultimately cost losses.  Steamship service was 

available between Providence and Sakonnet until approximately 1919, with the wharf and buildings 

falling prey to the 1938 Hurricane.  Currently the harbor is home to the Sakonnet Yacht Club, the 

Sakonnet Point Club and the Sakonnet Point Marina Club.  All three clubs have evacuation plans which 

are implemented when a hurricane is declared. 

 

Intensive economic development opportunities in Little Compton are limited by the lack of infrastructure 

and highway access.  Due to the limited economic opportunities it should be acknowledged that residents 

have become dependent on the local businesses to meet their needs during times of natural hazardous 

events which include: BayCoast Bank, gas/convenience mart, two small restaurants, two package stores 

and two general stores.  Damage to these businesses could cause some economic and social hardship as 

they meet a need to the residents with services and for a small sector of the population limited 

employment opportunities. 

 
3.3.a.iii    Built Environment – Damage and destruction that can occur to the existing built environment 

is particularly important to assess.  Should existing limited municipal buildings be damaged or destroyed 

the community would suffer.  As Little Compton is a small rural town with limited capabilities even the 

loss of a municipal building normally used for governmental operations could affect the community.   

 

All structures listed in 3.3.a.iii are vulnerable to a multiple of risk factors, but it could be said more so 

from wind, flooding and lightning.  Backup generators, sump pumps with alarm systems and fire alarm 

systems assist in reacting immediately when events occur. 

 

                                                           

15 Little Compton Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 4, Economic Development  
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1.   Existing structures 

 Town Hall – 40 Commons, 2 ½ -story wood structure built in 1880-82, houses 

municipal departments including the Council Chambers.  Also includes the 

historical records vault, which is an active public records research area.  

Generator on-site. 

 Wilbur-McMahon School – 28 Commons, newly renovated in 2013, K-8 grades, 

refrigerator, freezer and food warmers, and generator on-site – designated as the 

town’s shelter.  

 Brownell Library – 44 Commons, single story brick building constructed in 1929 

and renovated in 1963, home of the Little Compton Free Public Library. 

 Public Safety Complex – 60 Simmons Rd – single story built in 2000 - houses 

both the Police and Fire Departments and their apparatus, generator on-site – 

used as a warming/cooling/charging center during events. 

 Department of Public Works - 30 Commons, built in 1930, originally a hearse 

garage, storage space for public works equipment.  

 Meeting Hall – 32 Commons, meeting space for organizations, kitchen and 

shower. 

 Little Compton Community Center – 34 Commons, 2 ½-story wood structure 

built in 1902, and renovated in 1992, meeting space for organizations, including a 

meal site (with full kitchen) for the senior citizens. 

 

Infrastructure can be vulnerable to wind, winter related hazards, and flooding. 

 
2.   Infrastructure 

 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Facility – located at 28 Commons. Services 

municipal buildings on the Commons.  Advantex Wastewater Treatment System 

and pressure dosed shallow narrow drain field, control building. 

 Town Transfer Station – trash compactors and misc. bins for various recyclables.  

o Located at transfer station are the WCF radio tower for emergency 

radios, and Verizon WCF building houses a generator as back up for 

the emergency radios tower. 

 Local and State Roads – roadways for evacuation routes including but not limited 

to Routes 77 and 81 

 Utilities – Electrical network 

 Algonquin Gas Lines  

 Verizon sub-station location 

  

3.   Critical facilities – some listed in more detail within section 1. and 2.  

Critical facilities listed give guidance to the reader of those facilities that have greater value to the 

community for health, safety or simply basic needs.  Future LCHMC members should have a heightened 

awareness of area Dams, service facilities both private and governmental and evacuation routes.  Facilities 

are listed because they are deemed valued for response to risks, but not because they are deemed “at risk” 

for a risk factor unless it is specifically noted otherwise.   

Property and Roads: 

 Route 77 – evacuation route 

 Route 81 – evacuation route 

 Round Pond Road – access road subject to flooding 

 Sakonnet Harbor – access road subject to flooding 
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Dams can be vulnerable to wind and winter related hazards which ultimately could result in vulnerability 

for properties downstream.   

Dams: 

 Harold Watson Reservoir Dam – functions at the City of Newport’s storage 

reservoir.  Total storage capacity 1,755.1 million gallons.  Size classified as 

“medium” and the hazard potential as “high” 

 Simmons Mill Pond Dams – seven (7) dams total, six (6) low risk, one (1) 

significant risk. 

 Adamsville Brook Pond Dam – Significant – dam actually located in Westport, 

MA, pond aka Gray’s Mill Pond is located in the Village of Adamsville, RI  

 

Public Facilities: 

 Public Safety Complex 

 Wastewater Treatment Facility for municipal buildings 

 Wilbur-McMahon School in its capacity as a Red Cross approved shelter  

 Town Transfer Station 

 

Necessary Goods/Services Providers: 

 Bank 

 Wilbur’s General Store 

 Simmons Café & Market  

 Restaurants – Commons Lunch, A-1 Pizza, Crowther’s, Barn, Sakonnet Point 

Club, Sakonnet Golf Club (to the extent they have food and supplies) 

 Earle’s Service Station – gasoline and mini-market 

 Little Compton Wellness Center  

 Verizon sub-station location 

 

Marina and Yacht Club: 

 Sakonnet Point Marina 

 Sakonnet Yacht Club 

 Sakonnet Point Club 

 

Schools/Day Care Centers:  

 Montessori Pre-School 

 Wilbur-McMahon School (listed previously as shelter & public facility) 

 Corner Stone Adult Day Care 

 Community Center (senior services) 

 32 Commons Meeting Hall – Senior Activity site 
 

4.   Historic and Cultural resources 

 

Little Compton’s historical resources are highly valued.  Our town is rich in history that can be traced 

back to the Mayflower and beyond to the early settlers, the Sogkonate Indian Tribe.   RI State Coastal 

Resources Management Council had a policy to, “where possible, preserve and protect significant historic 

and archeological properties in the coastal zone...”16  Preserving historical and cultural resources is highly 

                                                           

16 Excerpt of State of Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program, As Amended, 1990, page 64. 

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1892
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valued and noted as such in our Comprehensive Plan.  The following are areas of value to Little 

Compton’s heritage: 

 

 

Historical Sites: 

 Sakonnet Light House – National Historic Register 

 Little Compton Common Historic District – National Historic Register 

o Old Burying Ground  
o Little Compton Town Hall 
o Brownell Library 
o Commons Restaurant 
o Est. of CR Wilbur Store and attached commercial building 
o United Congregational Church and Parish House 
o Wilbur School 
o Brownell House 
o IOOF Sakonnet Lodge Building 
o Grange Hall 
o Town Hall, including old school house  
o Various residential buildings  

 Various Historical Cemeteries throughout town 

 LC Historical Society, Wilbur House – National Historic Register 

 Friends Meeting House – National Historic Register 

 Stone House Inn – National Register of Historical Buildings 

 Wilbour Woods – location of a memorial stone inscribed “In memory of   

Awashonks Queen of the Sakonates and friend of the white man” location 

believed to be the main camp of the Sakonates/Sagkonate Indian Tribe north of 

Swamp Road 

 Town Historic Records/Archives  

 RI Red Hen Monument – National Historic Register  

 William Whalley Homestead – National Historic Register  

  

5.   Future development     

  

The Town’s Comprehensive Plan17 states that “Most people thought it was unimportant for the Town to 

allow industrial development, while there was a 50-50 split for allowing limited commercial development 

in designated parts of Town.  Most of those interviewed were opposed to new commercial development 

on the Commons...” The Comprehensive Plan also states “In general, survey respondents support the 

continuation of the Town as a rural community with limited new commercial development, and 

expanding economic development.”  It is clear that the residents do not wish to see Little Compton 

expand into anything other than its current rural state with rolling fields and limited commercial zones.  

With current zoning limitations on new developments to a minimum of 2-acre lots and single family 

dwellings18, a limited availability of large tracts of land without wetland issues and no municipal sewer or 

water we are not likely to see a surge in development.  On average 18.95 new homes annually have been 

                                                           

17 Little Compton Comprehensive Plan, June 1994, as amended  
18 Source Little Compton Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 14 
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constructed in Little Compton over a 20 year period.  From 1995 to 2010 the average was 21.3 annually 

with a severe drop off of only an average of 8.2 homes annually for a period from 2010 to 2014.  As the 

economy has been struggling during this later period of time the LCHMC feels the Town should not rely 

on the lower trend.   

   

3.3.a.iv   Natural Environment 

1.   Water Resources and Watershed areas   

 

 Harold Watson Reservoir – functions at the City of Newport’s storage reservoir.  Total storage 

capacity 1,755.1 million gallons.  The surrounding area of Peckham Road and West Main Road 

are included within the watershed. 

 

 Little Compton relies solely on surface and ground water to feed the individual wells for 

resident’s drinking water.  There are no plans to establish a water system throughout the town; 

therefore the Town’s aquifer must be protected against contamination.  Hazardous risk events 

causing excessive flooding could stimulate contamination of surrounding properties if an 

individual septic system aka onsite wastewater treatment system fails due to flooding.  To assist 

in reducing failures due to older systems the Building Official advises property owners of State 

Coastal Resources Management Council regulations and State Department of Environmental 

Management regulations as part of his building permit application process for existing units. 

 

 Little Compton’s coastline and rural character are valuable assets for the summer population who 

are attracted to the area beaches, rivers and ocean for swimming, boating and other water related 

activities.  Our summer population, Little Compton’s version of tourism, migrates to Town for the 

beauty and serenity of our quaint community.  Enforcement of Floodplain Management 

ordinances help to reduce damage to properties along the coastline and encouraging property 

owners to comply with RICRMC and RIDEM rules and regulations help with erosion control. 

 

  

2.   Protected Natural Areas – all of the areas listed below are considered a valuable 

recreational asset to the Town. 

 

 Simmons Mill Pond Management Area – owned by the State of Rhode Island and covers 

approximately 400 acres.  This area serves as a recreational area for individuals to walk trails, ride 

bicycles or horses, fish with non-motorized vessels and in certain seasons hunt game.   

 Wilbour Woods – owned by the Town of Little Compton and surrounded by land owned by the 

Sakonnet Preservation Association and the Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust.    

This preserve is open to the public for recreational use such as trail walks, bicycle or horse riding, 

fishing in the Dundery Brook or picnicking.   

 Dundery Brook Trail – owned by the Nature Conservancy.  This preserve has a walking trail for 

public use with handicap accessibility.  The trail is 1.1 miles with .6 miles accessible.   

 Sakonnet Harbor – owned and managed by the Town of Little Compton.  This harbor serves 

both recreational and commercial vessels.  It is home to the Sakonnet Point Marina Association, 

the Sakonnet Yacht Club, the Sakonnet Point Club, the Town’s Dock and Hoist and a State Boat 

Ramp.  The harbor meets an important service to the residents for access to the water. 

 Haffenreffer Wildlife Refuge – owned by the State of Rhode Island.  Bird refuge. 

 South Shore Beach – owned and managed by the Town of Little Compton.  This beach gives the 

public access to a beautiful shoreline for sun bathing or swimming or simply recreational walking.  

On non-swimming hours the beach is open for salt water fishing.   
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 Lloyds Beach – privately owned with a perpetual easement given to the Town residents for 

access to the beach shoreline.  This beach is predominately used for sun bathing, swimming and 

recreational walking. 

 Goosewing Beach – owned by the Town of Little Compton with Conservation Easement held by 

the Nature Conservancy.  This beach abuts South Shore Beach and extends the public access to 

the shoreline. 

 Ponderosa – owned by the Sakonnet Preservation Association.  Provides an area for picnicking 

and in winter months ice skating.  

 Toste Farm – owned privately.  Area located in both Tiverton and Little Compton.  Offers 

walking trails and open fields.   

 

3.4 Risk Analysis & Assessment Matrix  
 

The LCHMC reviewed the town’s risks to natural hazardous events in terms of our geographical location, 

population, property, economic resources, and probability of occurrence.  The committee reviewed a wide 

range of factors including public health & safety, property damage, potential evacuation needs, and our 

population with special needs.  The LCHMC used this data to begin identifying specific areas and/or 

structures that are vulnerable to natural hazards.   

 

3.4.a Methodology 

 

The LCHMC considered past and potential future natural hazards that pose a threat to the population, 

property and economic resources of the town to determine vulnerable areas in town.  The LCHMC 

analyzed data from a variety of sources such as public meetings, questionnaires, personal interviews and 

supportive documentation from a variety of organizations.   Vulnerable areas were then determined by 

considering the risk to the town’s population, properties, school and municipal infrastructure, roadways 

and historical sites during hazardous events.  

 

The LCHMC reviewed to the best of their ability the number of times a natural hazard impacted Little 

Compton as well as taking into consideration the number of events that affected the State of Rhode Island.  

The committee set frequency levels for each type of event, assigned magnitude expectancy and 

determined a risk priority for each hazardous event under consideration.  Table 6- Hazard Profiles for 

Little Compton is found in section 3.2.b.i. 

 

3.4.a.i Exposure Analysis 

 

Evaluating the frequency of each event gives the Town the ability to prepare for events that are more 

likely to affect Little Compton in the future.  Analyzing past exposure and the resulting loss during said 

exposure allows the LCHMC to determine objectives for mitigation actions and listing of benefits that 

would be realized should the mitigated action be implemented.  After determining frequency it is 

important to understand the area of impact and magnitude for events.  Little Compton is only 21.6 sq. 

miles in land mass resulting in the same general impact to occur throughout with only marginal 

differences due to the type of natural event.  For example, coastal storms would result in a different type 

of impact on the shoreline with more coastal erosion and in winter events lower levels of snow fall rates 

vs. inland areas where snow fall would generally be higher.  Recognizing these differences allows the 

town to better prepare for future risks and to seek mitigation actions when possible that could lessen the 

resulting impact on our community.        
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3.4.a.ii Historical Analysis 

 

A Risk Assessment Matrix (Table 19), found in section 3.4.b.ii, summarizes the ranking of vulnerable 

areas and corresponding mitigation benefits.  Rankings were determined through analysis of historical 

data of past natural disasters, looking at potential future events and considering what risks were the 

primary threats to the town.  The final determining factor was a review of the mitigation benefit that 

would be received if an appropriate mitigation action was implemented.  As the data was reviewed it 

became apparent that flooding of properties and roadways were historically seen during natural disasters 

and therefore determined to be the most vulnerable.  The LCHMC believes their research supports the 

highest ranking to be given to those areas of historical flooding.  Loss/damage of property, disruption of 

public safety services and evacuation routes are primary reasons to mitigate to the best of our abilities in 

these areas.  

 

1.   Repetitive & Severe Repetitive Loss Properties  

 

There are no repetitive or severe repetitive loss properties in Little Compton.   Analysis of this 

factor is not available, but could be a result of a lesser magnitude of storms or better planning 

regarding construction along risk areas.  In either event presently the Town of Little Compton is 

free from repetitive loss properties.  
 

3.4.b     Vulnerability Summaries 

 

Wind Related Hazards – Hurricanes, Storm Surge and High Wind events are considered high risk factors 

for Little Compton.  The geographical location of Little Compton, its rural character, its dependence on 

above ground utilities and no municipal water or sewer services all factor into a vulnerability level of high 

for wind related hazards.  Downed power lines can cause loss/damage of lives and property from a range 

of problems such as fire, loss of communication to public safety personnel, loss of sanitary facilities and 

potable water or a blockage of a means to evacuate by debris.  Areas of frequent coastal flooding such as 

Round Pond Road where flooding has inhibited vehicular travel is of particular concern with Hurricanes 

and storm surge events, but is limited to mitigation as it is entirely a private roadway.  Westport River storm 

surge has historically prohibited vehicular travel during Hurricanes and storm surge events, which bears a 

closer look to determine if a mitigation action would be beneficial to that area. 

 

Winter Related Hazards – Snow events, Nor’easters, Blizzards, Ice events, and Extreme Cold events are 

considered a medium to high threat.  The geographical location of Little Compton to the water helps to 

reduce the impact of most of the winter related hazards.  However, it should be noted that severe winter 

storms have impacted Little Compton to a higher degree where downed power lines have caused potential 

for damage to property, loss of communication to public safety personnel, loss of sanitary facilities or 

potable water or a blockage of a means to evacuate by debris or non-passable roadways from snow or ice. 

Blizzards from 1978, 1996, 1997, 2005 and 2015 are all examples of events that blocked roadways and left 

residents without power for basic services.  All of these factors contribute to a vulnerability level between 

the ranges of medium to high for winter related hazards. 

 

Flood Related Hazards – Coastal Flooding, Flash Flooding, Stream Flooding, Coastal Erosion and Dam 

Failure are considered medium to high risk factors for Little Compton.  Coastal flooding and erosion are 

considered a higher risk due to our coastal exposure and geographical location.  Flash flooding, stream 

flooding and Dam failures are all risk factors that occur less frequently, but have an impact on the town.  

To date Little Compton has not experienced a Dam failure.  That being said, the failure of a Dam could 

result in loss of life or damage to property due to the location and sizes of the few dams in town.  Flash 
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flooding and stream flooding has affected several areas in town historically on several roadways and 

should be considered a higher level of threat.  Town Way, John Dyer Rd, John Sisson Rd, Swamp 

Rd/Long Pasture Rd and Main St/Harbor Rd are all roadways with history of flash flooding or stormwater 

run-off problems and all are mentioned in potential mitigation actions.  Based on historical data Little 

Compton has a vulnerability level of medium to high for flood related hazards. 

 

Additional Hazard – Lightning is considered a medium risk factor for vulnerability in Little Compton. 

Little Compton has a few areas of historic lightning strikes where homes have been lost or damaged due 

to strikes.   

 

3.4.b.i   Identified Risk in the Community   -  

 

The greatest risk for Little Compton would be directly related to flooding and storm surge.  The committee 

identified the hazard risk priorities then applied the historical data and public input to identify the known 

areas of risk.  The committee then set numerical values to the actions to prioritize from 1 to 11 with a value 

of one (1) serving as the highest action necessary to be implemented.  Based on these values the following 

ranks were assigned: 

 

 High = value from 1 – 4, Medium = value from 5 – 8, Low = value from 9-11 

 

Public Facilities and Necessary Goods/Services are listed on the Matrix in an effort to acknowledge there 

value in the community and that they too are at risk with any or all natural hazards.  At this time those 

facilities are not considered at a level of risk that requires action.  Educational and Awareness Programs 

would be a beneficial tool for the owners of these facilities.  

 

The Risk Assessment Matrix labeled Table 19, shows that the data places roadway flooding as the highest 

area of concern.  Natural events such as wind related and flood hazards rank the highest overall. The Matrix 

found in 3.4.b.ii identifies vulnerable areas in the community, the primary problem and listed benefits 

should the risk be mitigated. 
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3.4.b.ii  Table 19 - Risk Assessment Matrix 
Rank Vulnerable Area Location Ownership Natural 

Hazard 
Primary 

Problem or 
Effect 

Mitigation 
Benefits 

Risk 
Historic=H 
Potential=P 

Medium Infrastructure/ Dams Harold Watson 
Reservoir 

Wastewater 
Treatment Facility                    

Simmons Mill Pond 
Preserve Dam 

City of 
Newport   
Town of 

Little 
Compton     

State 

*Flood         
*Wind Event  
*Heavy Rain 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Environmental 
contamination 

*Decrease cost 
of cleanup  
*Reduce liability 
for damage to 
private property 
and loss of life                    
*Public Safety 

P 

Medium 
to High 

Flooding of property and 
roadways 

Town-Wide low-
lying areas   John 
Dyer Rd, Meeting 
House Ln, Round 
Pond Rd, Swamp 

Rd 

State                  
Municipal 
Private 

*Flooding  
*Hurricane  

*Heavy Rain 
*Nor'easters 

*Disruption of 
evacuation/ 
emergency 
response  

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property                      
*Cost of 
cleanup 

*Public Safety  
*Maintain traffic 

flow and 
evacuation 

routes           
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic or 
social damage         
*Decrease cost 

of cleanup 

H & P 
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High Utility lines subject to 
wind damage 

Town-Wide State        
Municipal 
Private 

*Hurricane  
*Windstorms  
*Ice Storms  
*Nor’easters 

*Tree damage 
can cause 

power outages 
which results in 
loss of water, 

heat, 
communications  

*Cost of 
cleanup 

*Potential 
disruption of 
evacuation 

routes  
*loss/damage of 
lives & property  
*Potential fire 

hazards 

*Public Safety  
*Maintain traffic 

flow and 
evacuation 

routes           
*Maintain power 

during/after 
events   

*Maintain 
communications, 

water, heat  

H & P 

Medium Public Facilities *Public Safety 
Complex  *Town 

Hall  *Library  
*Public Works 

Garage *Verizon 
Substation  

Municipal  
Private 

*Flood         
*Wind Event  
*Heavy Rain 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Disruption of 
public services 
*Loss/damage 
public records 
*Economic or 

Social hardship  
*Costs of 

cleanup *Lack 
of power or 

communications 

*Public safety 
*Decrease costs 

of cleanup 
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic or 
social damage 
*Educate and 

raise awareness 

P 

Medium Necessary 
Goods/Services 

*Earles Gas 
Station/Mart  *Bank                                        
*Wilbur's General 
Store  *Simmons 

Café & Market 

Private *Flood         
*Wind Event  
*Heavy Rain 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

 *Disruption of 
access to 

goods, services 
and care 
facilities    

*Economic and 
social hardships 

*Public Safety  
*Maintain 

access to goods 
and services  
*Prevent of 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage 
*Educate and 

raise awareness 

P 
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Medium Harbor and Marina *Sakonnet Harbor            
*Along coastline 

Private  
Municipal  

*Flood         
*Wind Event 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Costs of 
cleanup  

*Economic and 
social hardship 

*Public safety  
*Decrease cost 

of cleanup  
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage 
*Educate and 

raise awareness 

H & P 

Medium Schools/Daycare/Special 
needs population 

 *Wilbur McMahon 
School                       

*LC Wellness 
Center    

*Montessori Pre-
School    

*LC Community 
Center  *Town-wide 

Municipal  
Private 

*Flood         
*Wind Event  
*Heavy Rain 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Costs of 
cleanup  

*Economic and 
social hardship  

*Loss of 
shelters  *Need 
additional time 
for evacuation  
*Special Needs 
dependent on 

electricity 

*Public safety  
*Decrease cost 

of cleanup  
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage  

*Maintain 
shelters  

*Expedite 
evacuations 

*Educate and 
raise awareness 

P 

Low Campground seasonal *Round Meadows    
*Briggs Beach 

Private *Flood         
*Wind Event  
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Costs of 
cleanup  

*Economic and 
social hardship  

*Need 
additional time 
for evacuation 

*Public safety  
*Decrease cost 

of cleanup  
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage  

*Expedite 
evacuations 

P 
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Low  Parks and Beaches *Town-wide Public *Flood         
*Wind Event 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Costs of 
cleanup  

*Economic and 
social hardship 

*Public safety  
*Decrease cost 

of cleanup  
*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage 

P 

Medium Historical Resources *Town-wide  
*includes records 
vault at Town Hall 

Municipal  
Private 

*Flood         
*Wind Event 
*Hurricane 
*Nor'easters 
*Ice Storm 
*Lightning  
*Fire 

*Loss/damage 
of lives and 

property   
*Historical 
artifacts 

irreplaceable  
*Economic and 
social hardship 

*Prevent or 
minimize 

economic and 
social damage  

*Prevent or 
minimize 

historical record 
loss 

P 
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Section 4 – Capability Assessment 

 
4.1 Purpose – Capabilities for both existing and future risk 
 

The purpose of this section is to detail the varied local programs and resources available to the town to aid in hazard 

mitigation.  These programs and resources allow the town to analyze and cope with hazard risks and continued 

mitigation planning.  

  

4.2 Types & Evaluation of Capabilities  

 

Mitigation planning requires a host of municipal planning departments as well as partnerships with state and federal 

resources.  Municipal officials and departments working with our residents results in a strong community capable of 

the ongoing need to handle future risks due to natural hazards.  Resident’s and our business community in Little 

Compton take an active role in promoting stability supporting the elected officials as they manage the town. 

 

4.2.a  Local Government & Program Areas -  

 

Little Compton developed its first Comprehensive Plan in the late 1990’s having received State approval in 2003 and 

updated in 2009.  The Town is currently in the process of a complete review of the plan to bring the plan to the new 

state standards where among other things an element will be added to include Natural Hazards and Climate Change. 

The Little Compton Comprehensive Plan is a tool to give guidance to future administrations on strategies to address 

increase development pressures, economic stability, open space and recreation issues and public infrastructure.  

Within the Comprehensive Plan issues and known hazards are reviewed with goals and actions outlined for future 

administrations to use as guidance in the operation of the town on a day-to-day basis.  The LCHMC feels mitigation 

strategies and initiatives would benefit the community by reducing damage to properties, potential loss of lives and 

cost of recovery.  Maintaining the Comprehensive Plan, Hazard Mitigation Plan, Town ordinances and the Town’s 

Home Rule Charter supports the residents of Little Compton by setting goals and actions to provide a community that 

promotes controlled growth and stability in the Town.  

 

The following is a list of established programs and governmental bodies that have authority to develop mitigation 

strategies: 

 
Function Description Effect on Loss Reduction Opportunities 

Building 
Official 

The Building Inspector implements 
and enforces the RI Building Code 

which incorporates the NFIP 
construction criteria.  The RI 

Building Code also includes sections 
on wind, snow loading, structural 

loads and seismic retrofitting.  The 
building official also enforces locally 

adopted ordinances. 

Ensures that the NFIP 
standards and other 

construction standards are 
consistently applied. 

Continue to take advantage of 
RIEMA training opportunities 
such as FEMA 2000 Coastal 

Construction Manual, which calls 
for standards much more 

comprehensive and stricter than 
the NFIP minimum criteria. 
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Function Description Effect on Loss Reduction Opportunities 

Emergency 
Management 

Director  

The Local EMA Director's primary 
responsibility is local response and 

recovery. 

EMA Directors play a critical 
role in the development of 

the Local Emergency 
Operations Plan and the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

Both of these plans address 
opportunities to minimize 
loss of life and property 

damage. 

Need to more strongly develop 
the relationship between the local 
EMA Director, NFIP Coordinator, 

Building Official and Planning 
Board in order to leverage 

assets/resources to strengthen 
the effectiveness of hazard 

mitigation. 

Hazard 
Mitigation 

Committee 

Established during the local hazard 
mitigation planning process.  

Committee has a diverse 
representation linking together many 

community departments and the 
public and private sectors. 

This Committee has the 
primary responsibility of 

developing and updating the 
Local Hazard Mitigation 

Plan, and identifying 
potential mitigation projects 

for funding. 

Depending upon the diversity of 
the Committee and its dedication 

to the implementation of the 
mitigation plan, hazard mitigation 
can be readily implemented in the 
consideration of all local land use 

decision. 

Local NFIP 
Coordinator 

Local Building Official serves as the 
Local NFIP Coordinator who 

oversees compliance with the NFIP.  
Flood determinations, mapping 

issues, and construction standards 
within special flood hazard areas are 

all addressed by the NFIP 
Coordinator. 

Implementation occurs at the 
local level typically by the 

Building Official who serves 
as the Local NFIP 

Coordinator who has 
knowledge of the land use 
and construction issues. 

Should develop a stronger 
relationship between planning, 

public works and building 
departments relative to floodplain 

management.  Should also 
pursue and offer outreach 
activities regarding good 

floodplain management practices. 

Public Works 
Department 

The local Department of Public 
Works is responsible for municipal 

drainage and storm water 
management systems, takes the 
lead in insuring Little Compton's 

compliance with the EPA's Phase II 
Storm Water Regulations. 

Because storm water 
flooding is one of the major 

flood hazards in Little 
Compton, ongoing 

maintenance and upgrading 
of local storm water systems 

by the local Public Works 
departments is considered 

critical to reducing flood 
risks.  

Public works staff is key in 
implementing local hazard 

mitigation plans, especially in 
identifying and implementing local 

hazard mitigation projects. 

Conservation 
Commissions 

The Conservation Commission has 
primary responsibility for overseeing 
issues relating to natural resource 

areas, critical areas of concern (per 
local comprehensive community 
plan) and other environmentally 
sensitive areas.  Also primary 

implementers of soil and erosion 
control ordinances.  

Strong advocates for open 
space acquisition and 

preserving the natural and 
beneficial resources of 

wetlands and other special 
flood hazard areas.  

Protection of wetland areas 
and buffer zones adds 

additional layer of protection 
to promote flood loss 

protection. 

All new development and 
substantial improvement with 
potential impacts on any river, 

stream, ponds, wetlands or 
coastal areas must be reviewed 

by local Conservation 
Commissions who play an 
important role in enforcing 

regulations that minimize flood 
impacts. 
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Function Description Effect on Loss Reduction Opportunities 

Planning 
Board 

Per the State Enabling Act, the 
Planning Board implements local 
subdivision regulations. Planning 

Board responsibilities include 
recommending land use regulations 
to protect public health, safety and 
welfare.  The Planning Board is the 
primary vehicle at the local level that 

ensures new development and 
substantial improvements adhere to 

land use regulations of record. 

The Planning Board often 
coordinates with the NFIP 
Local Coordinator and the 
Local Hazard Mitigation 
Committee through the 

mitigation planning process 
and the implementation of 

plans, particularly when land 
use is involved.  Assists the 
Town Council in drafting of 
local ordinances for land 

use. 

Planning boards can often bring 
in more holistic perspectives (i.e. 

watershed context and longer 
term issues of a sustainable 

community) 

Town Council Little Compton is governed by a 
Town Council.  This body approves 

subdivision, zoning and land 
ordinances and bylaws.  Also 

facilitates annual financial town 
meeting overseeing the local capital 

improvements budget and plan. 

The Town Council is 
comprised of chief elected 

officials and provide 
leadership and approval for 

local hazard mitigation plans, 
projects, grants and 

programs. 

Much more education needed 
concerning the beneficial uses of 
floodplains, hazard mitigation and 

other national policies and 
programs such as ASFPM's No 

Adverse Impact Initiative.  

 

Funding of mitigation projects can at times cause delays in the implementation of the necessary action.  Little 

Compton, like most communities, rely on tax revenues with occasional grant funding to supplement a project.  

Funding resources can come from a variety of private, state or federal affiliates.  A list of Technical and Financial 

Assistance Resources can be found in Appendix D. 

  

4.2.a.i  Form of Government 

 

The Town of Little Compton operates under a Home Rule Charter which was adopted in 1994.  Little Compton has a 

five member Town Council elected for two year terms.  The Town Council has primary responsibility for the 

management of the town.  Support is given to the Council through appointed boards and commissions, an appointed 

Town Administrator, and elected officials.  With the guidance of governing documents the governmental structure of 

Little Compton works to assure the community needs are met for growth, stability and public safety for future 

generations.  Municipal employees and various volunteer boards and commissions work together in risk mitigation 

planning. 

  

The following boards have advisory authority to assist in development of mitigation planning to reduce hazardous risks 

to our residents: 

 

Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust (LCACT) – established to preserve farmland and open 

space in the town of Little Compton.  Seven (7) member board. 

 

Beach Commission – elected commission that has management rights to the town beaches through enabling 

legislation.  Five (5) member commission. 
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Conservation Commission – appointed commission that’s purpose is to promote and develop the natural 

resources, to protect the watershed resources, and to preserve the natural esthetic areas within the Town.  

Five (5) member commission. 

 

Harbor Commission –  appointed commission advises the Town Council on the operation and management 

of the Town Harbor.  Five (5) member commission. 

 

Planning Board – appointed board fulfills several functions assigned to it by State Law and the Town 

Charter. They are responsible for reviewing all subdivisions of land and major development plans, and 

making recommendations to the Town Council on matters pertaining to amendments to the zoning map and 

ordinance, the Town’s capital budget and the Comprehensive Community Plan.  Nine (9) member board. 

 

Tree Committee & Tree Warden – a private committee working to maintain healthy trees throughout the 

town with the guidance and assistance of the towns appointed Tree Warden. 

 

Zoning Official/Building Official– appointed to apply zoning regulations relating to real property in town 

and oversee building and development projects in town. 

 

 

4.2.a.ii  Planning, Building, Housing - Community Development  

 

The Planning Board, Zoning Official and Building Official have the ability to guide the development of the community 

through their daily actions.  As noted in Section 4.2a.i the duties of these committees revolve around development.  

Through established policies, ordinances and with guidance from the Town Comprehensive Plan these boards can 

work to sustain a level of growth and economic stability appropriate for Little Compton.   

 

4.2.a.iii  Transportation, Public Works, Utilities 

 

The Department of Public Works oversees the Town’s highways, the operation of the Town Transfer Station and 

maintenance of public facilities.  Little Compton does not have public transportation nor do we have public water 

or sewer systems.  All properties, with the exception of the Town’s municipal buildings on the Commons, are all 

serviced by individual wells and Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS).  The single Wastewater 

Treatment Facility in town services four (4) municipal buildings on the Commons.  The vast majority of the Town 

has electricity served through above ground electrical lines with only a few developments that have opted to secure 

their electrical lines underground.  Future planning would be best served to consider offering incentives to have 

underground utilities which have been proven to reduce power outages in certain hazard risk events such as wind 

related events. 

 

4.2.a.iv   Floodplain Management/Stormwater, Open Space, Land Conservation 

 

The Town Building Official is charged with oversight of Floodplain Management and Stormwater runoff.  The Town 

Building Official is also the Town Director of Public Works allowing this individual to have the unique ability to see 

areas of risk through his duties within the Building Department and within the Highway Department.   The LCACT, 

Planning Board, Conservation Commission and Recreation Commission all have duties and responsibilities that 

could affect open space and land conservation within Little Compton.  Working closely together these individuals 

and boards can offer valued input regarding mitigation efforts for future consideration. 
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On July 8, 2010, and again on July 25, 2013 the town amended an ordinance entitled “Special Flood Hazard Areas” 

to include a statement of purpose as well as standards and use regulations as required by FEMA.  The revised 

September 4, 2013 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps, the official map of a community on which FEMA has 

delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk premium zones can be found at http://www.fema.gov/portal.   

 

4.2.a.v  Emergency Management  

 

Little Compton’s Public Safety Department is made up of a ten (10) member Police Department and a nine (9) member 

Fire Department and serves as support to the Local Emergency Management Agency during designated emergencies.  

The LCEMA is made up of a Local Director, a Deputy Director and a team consisting of local public safety 

management personnel.  This local team coordinates operations of emergency events at the EOC, which is generally set 

up at the Public Safety Complex in the Training Room.    Little Compton’s Emergency Operations Plan, revised in 

November 2011 and this Hazard Mitigation Plan guide the LCEMA in their activities during natural hazardous events. 

 

The revised Emergency Operations Plan details the town’s responsibilities and actions in the event of an extraordinary 

emergency situation associated with natural, man-made and technological disasters. As part of the EOP update, the 

hazards identified have been reviewed, assessed, and prioritized so they may be linked to mitigation actions identified 

in this plan. Little Compton’s EMA is committed to continue to review pre- and post-disaster strategies and measures 

designed to utilize emergency response organizations for the protection of Little Compton’s population and 

infrastructure, thus reducing the loss of life and limiting damage to private and public property.  

Little Compton has established and certified a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) which will allow the 

town to build its team of volunteers who will be trained in emergency response needs other than medical personnel, 

such as traffic control during emergencies. 

The American Red Cross (ARC) has developed a regional system for emergency mass care facilities.  Little Compton 

is designated to send our residents who need to be evacuated to the regional mass care facility in Tiverton, which is at 

the Tiverton Middle School.   In the event of overcrowding at the designated mass care facilities Little Compton is 

prepared to open the Wilbur-McMahon School, which was previously approved as an ARC emergency mass care 

facility.  

In 2013 renovations began on the Wilbur-McMahon School, which officially re-opened in May 2014.  This facility has 

been authorized to be used as the main emergency shelter due to amount of space and efficient layout of the facility 

should the magnitude of an event require the town to shelter their residents within our town limits. 

The Town Hall, Public Safety Complex and the Wilbur-McMahon School all have emergency generators.  All three of 

these facilities can serve the residents during emergency events for phone charging, cooling or warming, temporary 

shelter out of a storm or other similar needs.  The local Fire Department has a few smaller portable generators that are 

used during events to supplement their needs throughout town.  Additionally, the Public Safety Communications 

Tower has generator back up in the Verizon WCF building to serve communication needs during a power outage. 

Little Compton continues to explore opportunities to improve essential services and critical facilities.   Periodic review 

of backup procedures and redundant equipment is conducted to ensure adequate communications coverage during any 

disaster event.   The Little Compton Fire Department headquarters and main dispatch center is located at 60 Simmons 

Rd in Little Compton. The fire department and RIEMA regularly performs maintenance and upgrades the equipment 

when necessary. In regards to communications systems, the fire department has two repeaters and two receivers which 

have been replaced in 2015. All of the fire departments radio equipment has been upgraded in the last five years. The 

entire radio system is narrow band compliant. The fire departments primary operating system is the 800 MHz RISCON 
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digital system located in dispatch at the Public Safety Complex, which has a generator for a backup power source. The 

fire department uses a 400MHz radio system as a back-up in the event of the RISCON failure. Also located in dispatch 

is a separate UHF and VHF radio for inter-operability. Also, the Town of Little Compton is host to a RISCON tower 

site located on Amy Hart Path. 

Town fire trucks are equipped with chainsaws to help clear away any debris they might encounter while responding to 

a fire.  The Little Compton Department of Public Works, the Town Tree Warden and sub-contractors under agreement 

with the town have at their disposal dump trucks, front-end loaders, chainsaws, and wood chippers for clearing and 

removing debris.  Tree trimming is an ongoing annual action taken to help mitigate unwanted debris during storms.  

Snow plow subcontractors and in-house equipment are used throughout the winter season to mitigate snow 

accumulations on roadways. 

 

A Debris Management Plan (DMP) essential for handling the impact of fallen debris and tree limbs as a result of 

thunderstorms, wind events, ice storms, blizzards or other similar natural risk hazards.  An established plan allows 

DPW personnel to know in advance of an event how to handle debris during the event and during the after storm 

cleanup process.  A designated area for temporary storage has historically been located at Veteran’s Field and the 

Town Transfer Station.  Depending on the debris material will depend on the disposition of said materials.  The DMP, 

developed by the Town’s current and past Tree Wardens speaks to the subject in more detail.  

 

4.2.a.vi  Economic Development  

 

Little Compton has very limited commercial properties capable of expansion.  The residentially zoned properties are 

allowed by right or in some instances by special use permit to operate Customary Home Occupations.  Limited 

economic development opportunities are offered through the use of the CHO regulations.   

 

Additionally, ongoing acquisition of open space assists to reduce the volume of land that is available for development.  

Over development can be known to cause storm water runoff problems where hard surfaces, such as newly developed 

roadways do not absorb the rainfall or flood waters.  Reducing the growth in development reduces the burden on the 

land and water supplies and in our community helps support the farming industry. 

 

4.2.a.vii  Health 

 

The health and safety of our Town residents is paramount in Little Compton.  Establishing EOPs, MEDs, HMPs, local 

Comprehensive Plans, Town ordinances and regulations and supporting our local emergency personnel are all tools 

used to meet our community’s needs.  Encouraging the residents to participate in the RISNER program and utilizing 

the CODERED e-911 phone notification system are also tools used to assure our residents can be informed of future 

hazard events.  Keeping the RISNER allows our public safety personnel to be proactive rather than reactive during 

pending hazardous events. 

 

Oversight of development and density levels by the Planning Board and Building Official allows the town to limit over 

development and potential burdens or contamination of the towns water resources.  For example failed septic systems 

which are further impacted by a natural hazard such as flooding could have a detrimental effect on the aquifer serving 

several individual family well sources.   Enforcing local and state regulations regarding construction or reconstruction 

projects in town helps to reduce the risk to future failures or disasters during natural hazardous events. 

 

Little Compton residents must rely on out of town facilities for medical services.  The closest hospitals would be 

Charlton Memorial Hospital or St. Anne’s Hospital both in Fall River, Massachusetts.  Other area hospitals include 

Newport Hospital in Newport, RI or multiple hospitals in Providence, RI. 
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4.2.a.viii  GIS    The Town of Little Compton does not have GIS capabilities.   

 

4.2.a.ix  Dam Safety   

Little Compton could be affected by the failure of the following dams: 

 

 High Hazard Dam 

o Harold E Watson Reservoir State ID 485 

 

 Significant Hazard Dam 

o Simmons Pond State ID 474 

o Adamsville Pond State ID 746 

 

 Low Hazard Dams: 

o Sherer Pond Dam State ID 483  

o Simmons Pond Lower Reservoir Dams State IDs 609 - 614 

o Richmond Farm Pond Lower Reservoir Dam no State ID 

 

The Harold E Watson Reservoir Dam is owned by the City of Newport who established a Dam Emergency Plan.   

 

The Town relies on RIDEM dam classification categories, i.e. a Significant Hazard dam means a dam where failure or 

misoperation results in no probable loss of human life but can cause major economic loss, disruption of lifeline 

facilities or be otherwise detrimental to the public’s health, safety or welfare. A Low Hazard dam would be a dam 

where failure or misoperation results in no probable loss of human life and low economic losses. Little Compton rates 

its vulnerability to flooding and dam failure as medium to high due to the existence of the Harold E Watson Reservoir 

Dam and the Adamsville Pond Dam which is actually located on the boarder of Little Compton and Westport, 

Massachusetts. 

 

The Town of Little Compton is not responsible for maintaining any of the Dam’s documented in this plan.  The 

Watson Reservoir Dam is owned by the City of Newport, the Simmons Pond Dams are owned by the State of Rhode 

Island and the Adamsville Pond Dam, Sherer Pond Dam and Richmond Farm Pond Dam are owned privately. 

 

If the Watson Reservoir Dam failed the water would flow through a wooded area and could affect less than ten (10) 

residential structures. If the Simmons Pond Dam failed, the water would empty into the surrounding property owned 

by the State of Rhode Island and should not affect any residential homes.  If the Richmond Farm Pond Dam failed the 

water would empty into the surrounding property without affect to any residential homes.  At time of development of 

this plan exact location of the Sherer Pond Dam is of question.  This dam is listed within the State’s list of dams within 

Little Compton but cannot be confirmed as to its location.  It is the opinion of this LCHMC that this dam is 

insignificant and not a threat to the community. 

 
4.2.b  National Flood Insurance Program, Community Rating System  

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

 

Floodplain management begins at the community level with operation of a community program of corrective and 

preventative measures for reducing flood damage. These measures take a variety of forms; for inclusion in the NFIP, 

communities adopt their flood hazards maps and the community Flood Insurance Study (FIS). In addition, a FEMA 

compliant floodplain management ordinance that regulates activity in the floodplain is adopted and enforced.  Little 

Compton adopted the floodplain management ordinance July 25, 2013.  
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A community's agreement to adopt and enforce floodplain management ordinances, including regulation of new 

construction in the SFHA, is a requirement for making flood insurance available to home and business owners. 

Currently more than 24,624 communities nationwide voluntarily adopt and enforce local floodplain management 

ordinances that provide flood loss reduction building standards for new and existing development. To address the 

threat of flood damage, many communities and residents participate in the NFIP. Homeowner insurance policies do not 

cover damage from flood.  As of July 31, 2013, all 39 communities in Rhode Island were participating in the NFIP.  

Data on active NFIP policies was obtained from RIEMA and is summarized below. Table 20 –NFIP Flood Policy Data 

shows the NFIP flood policy and claim information since 1978 for Little Compton as March 2018.  It should be noted 

that the information presented here does not take into account any of the uninsured losses caused by flooding. 

 

Table 20 - NFIP Flood Policy Data 
 

Municipality  V-Zone A-Zone X-Zone Number of 

Policies in 

force  

Coverage 

Total $ 

Total 

Premiums 

Number of 

Paid Losses 

Little 

Compton 

6 56 87 149 $42,243,400 $211,343 26 

 

Community Rating System  

 Currently the Town is not a participant in FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS) program. Formal 

adoption and implementation of this document will allow the Town of Little Compton to gain credit points under the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Community Rating System (CRS), which provides discounts on 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) premiums for property owners in communities that participate in this 

voluntary program.  Little Compton is currently looking into taking the necessary steps to become a CRS compliant 

municipality. 

 

4.2.c  Partnerships and Other Community Affiliations, Programs, Resources 

Little Compton has the following established partnerships and affiliations: 

(Contact information can be found in Appendix D) 

 

Local (Resources): 

Fire Department – Mutual Aid with Southern New England Regional – Tiverton, RI and Westport, MA 

Police Department – Mutual Aid with Tiverton, RI 

Department of Public Works –  

Snow and ice removal 

Tree Warden – tree management and debris removal 

Roadside Mowing  

Town Building and Property Management  

Wilbur-McMahon School Department – sheltering  

Red Cross Volunteer – local shelter team volunteers 

LC Community Center  

LC Wellness Center 

Stay At Home, Inc.  

Local Churches – St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

  St. Catherine of Sienna Roman Catholic 

  United Congregational Church  

Local business establishments -  Common’s Lunch Restaurant 

    A-1 Pizza 

    Earle’s Gas Station and Mini-Mart  

    Simmon’s Café & Market  

    The Barn Restaurant  

    Wilbur’s General Store 
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State Resources: 

Coastal Resources Center, University of Rhode Island 

Coastal Resources Management Council 

Public Utilities Commission 

Red Cross – RI Chapter 

RI Dept. of Administration/Division of Planning 

RI Builder’s Association 

RI Building Commission 

RI Dept. of Business Regulations 

RI Emergency Management Agency 

RI Dept. of Environmental Management  

RI State Fire Marshall’s Office 

RI Dept. of Transportation 

 

Federal Resources: 

Economic Development Administration  

US Army Corps of Engineers 

US Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

US Dept. of Commerce 

US Environmental Protection Agency  

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development  

US Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service 

US Small Business Administration  

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 

4.3 Integration with Existing Plans & Local Processes  
 

This HMP occasionally refers to several existing plans that are used as tools in the planning of mitigation actions 

relating to natural hazards.  This section will offer suggested avenues to integrate hazard mitigation into existing 

governing and planning documents. 

 

4.3.a  Accomplishments 

 

The following tools are used by the Town of Little Compton in mitigation planning: 
 

 Comprehensive Plan 

 Little Compton Zoning Ordinances 

 Little Compton Sub-division Regulations 

 State Building Code  

 Capital Improvement Plan 

 Emergency Operations Plan 

 Mutual Aid Agreements for Public Safety Personnel and Equipment  

 

Through the use of the aforementioned tools the Town will continue to review natural hazardous risks in our community 

and suggest mitigation actions to reduce future risks.  The Town will gather data relating to natural hazardous events 

which occur in our community to be used during the first four-year review and update.   Implementation of the actions 

proposed for mitigation of risks should result in data showing the impact of those mitigated actions.   
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4.3.b.    Opportunities and Process for Integration 

 

During reviews undertaken to update and maintain planning documents every opportunity should be taken to 

incorporate a review of hazard mitigation actions and policies where possible to assist in reducing risk to our 

community during natural hazardous events. 

 

4.3.b.i   Community Planning Mechanisms 

 

The Town of Little Compton developed its first Comprehensive Plan approved October 2003, amended on in 2009.  

The Comprehensive Plan is a guide to assist the town in retaining Little Compton’s unique small town atmosphere 

through policies and actions developed to structure a growth pattern that is sustainable with our natural resources and 

infrastructure.  Little Compton is presently in the process of a 5-year review which should result in an update 

scheduled for 2016.   This particular 5-year review includes the addition of a new section called the Natural Hazards 

and Climate Change Element.  This section will be valuable in future years to guide the management personnel of the 

local government in developing activities to reduce risk due to natural hazardous events. 

 
4.3.b.ii   Method & Timeline 

 

During the five-year review of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan the Planning Board will complete an internal review of 

the necessary changes based on recommendations from RI Statewide Planning.  A proposed draft of the plan will then 

be considered during joint public hearing(s) with the Town Council to received public input.  As mentioned previously 

the Natural Hazards and Climate Change Element of the Comprehensive Plan is new as of this update.  Mitigation 

actions can be predominately code enforcement related and will require various boards and commissions to review the 

subject and make recommendations for code amendments as needed. For those mitigation actions where actual 

engineering actions must be taken studies or reviews of viable financial options will be necessary and as can often be 

the case may take longer to implement.   

 

4.4 Capability Needs 
 

Little Compton has the necessary tools to meet the needs of the community in planning and implementing mitigation 

actions to reduce risks during natural hazardous events under normal circumstances.  This LCHMC feels Little 

Compton has a limited amount of physical alterations or engineering type of public works projects that could be 

implemented by the town as a good portion of the risk areas are on private property.  These types of alterations can 

often be difficult to implement due to resistance from governing bodies who have limited terms and are often looking 

for ways to reduce their overall budgets not take on costly projects that will only assist a limited number of the 

residents.  For example:  A proposed project to redesign a roadway to divert or mitigate flooding issues could certainly 

have value to the residents who use that particular roadway, but would have little value to a resident who never travels 

that section of town.  The governing body, Town Council is charged with looking at the overall budget and not one 

section of town.  Often they are short sighted on funding projects of this nature.  All this being said it should be noted 

that Little Compton is fortunate to have no repetitive loss properties.  No RL or SRL properties support the data that 

our hazard risks are not at a level to be causing repetitive loss.   
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Section 5 - Mitigation Strategy 
 

 

5.1 Goals 
 

It is the desire of the LCHMC to see the HMP reviewed annually for improvement and ongoing implementation of 

mitigation actions proposed where possible.   In the development of the HMP the committee determined that all 

actions, goals or objectives resulting from the plan should be based on the protection of life and property.   Actions 

should be developed to reduce or eliminate long-term risks from natural hazardous events.  Preventative actions or 

civil preparedness actions which offer tools for the community to prepare for natural hazards can assist in reducing 

the level of risk to our residents. The Town of Jamestown has set goals and objectives which have significant value to 

Little Compton as we are both a coastal community. Little Compton has mirrored the list of goals and developed 

objectives applicable to Little Compton’s unique community.   

 

 Goal 1:  Reduce impacts from flooding and erosion 

 Goal 2:  Protect essential services and infrastructure 

 Goal 3:  Protect and preserve historic records 

 Goal 4:   Establish conditions for improved post-disaster recovery 

 

 Objective 1:  Recommend to the governmental authority that hazard mitigation review should be made 

part of all development projects 

 Objective 2:  Maintain and improve critical infrastructure durability 

 Objective 3:  Continue to manage property development and land use through creation and enforcement 

of appropriate zoning ordinances 

 Objective 4:  Develop and implement a public outreach program to improve preparedness 

 Objective 5:  Develop and maintain a debris management plan to improve post-disaster recovery efforts  

 

5.2   Development of Strategy & Actions – Methodology  

 
Mitigation actions will be implemented by the municipal staff based on priority of the action and availability of funding.  

Each action is assigned to a specific lead department who will be responsible for that action(s).  In the case of multiple 

actions assigned to one department the department head will be responsible to prioritize the actions based on the ranking 

found in this plan. 

 

5.2.a.   Identifying Types of Mitigation Actions   

 

Mitigation actions can vary based on the magnitude of the risk to the vulnerability of the area.  The LCHMC has 

recommended a few mitigation actions and several preparedness actions.  These actions should help to reduce loss or 

damage to property.  The actions proposed can be identified as the following types of mitigation actions: 

 

 Planning and Development Regulations - mitigation 

 Post-disaster evaluation opportunities – mitigation 

 Property Maintenance and Protection actions – preparedness 

 Public Education and Outreach – preparedness  

 

As noted on the Action Table the proposed actions are given timeframes of expected life of the action. The actions 

have the following timeframes assigned: 

 

 5-year – an action achievable within the life of this HMP – 5-year term 

 Long term – an action which may meet resistance from the governmental authority – 10 year term 

http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=6938


  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 72   

 On-going – an action or activity already in progress that will be required to continue beyond the life 

of this HMP 

 
5.2.a.i   New Actions   

 

Those actions detailed in the Table 4 – Actions and Goals for Mitigation and Preparedness found in Section 5.5. 

should be considered first for review with supplemental needs being addressed as future risks are made known.  New 

actions shall be recommended and implemented as needed. 

 

The Town of Little Compton has the following existing procedures in place which support mitigation: 

 

Local Emergency Management Team – Activates upon notification from RIEMA of a pending threat that a 

hurricane or Nor’easter is likely to impact Little Compton.  This team is made up of the Fire Chief, serving as the 

Local Emergency Management Director, the Town Council President who serves as the Asst. Local Emergency 

Management Director, the Police Chief, the Tree Warden and the Director of Public Works.  Activating the local 

team allows the town to prepare notices for area specific notification and to prepare local emergency personnel of the 

event. 

 

Early Notification System – The Town of Little Compton currently uses CodeRed for reverse e-911 notifications.  

This system sends notifications to residents alerting them to imminent emergencies.  These notifications can be area 

specific or town-wide.  Several residents with special needs are registered with the town allowing specific notice to 

be given to these residents both through the phone notification and in person as the event dictates. 

 

Shelter – The Town of Little Compton has the ability to open an emergency shelter for its residents who may find 

themselves displaced during an emergency event.  The local shelter is used as a secondary or back-up to the primary 

sheltering designated in regions by the American Red Cross.  The primary designated location is in the town of 

Tiverton at the Tiverton Middle School.  Volunteers have been trained in sheltering to provide basic needs such as 

food, water and basic medical treatment. 

 

Backup Generators – The Town of Little Compton has backup generators for the Town Hall, Wilbur-McMahon 

School, the Emergency Communications Tower and the Public Safety Complex.  Additional portable generator 

backup is available through the Fire Department. 

 

FEMA Flood Maps – Flood maps showing location of flood hazard areas, which allow the Town to prepare for 

flooding in known areas of risk.  The town presently does not have GIS capabilities so they must rely on the paper 

formatting or digital version received from FEMA. 

 

Open Space Acquisition – The Town of Little Compton has acquired development rights to 1,083.22 acres and 

650.10 acres of land purchased outright.  These purchases enhance groundwater protection for well-dependent 

residents throughout town.  Securing development rights and larger tracts of land helps to reduce development where 

hard surfaces can cause storm water runoff problems rather than absorbing the rainfall and floodwater.  Reducing the 

amount of developable land available helps to mitigate flooding hazards being created with larger tract development. 

 

Tree Trimming – The Town of Little Compton’s Tree Warden actively works to target tree’s and tree branches 

along town roads to help reduce power loss due to downed trees on power lines in high wind risk events.  National 

Grid targets trees along state roadways. 

 

Snow Plowing – The Little Compton Department of Public Works is equipped to mitigate snow accumulation from 

snowstorms or blizzards with the assistance of sub-contractors for sand and snow removal contracted annually.   
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5.2.a.ii   Existing & Future Development  

 

It shall be the responsibility of the Planning Board and Building Official to continue to enforce local, state and federal 

ordinances, regulations and guidelines relating to land use and land development.  It is generally recognized that 

housing growth in Little Compton, an average of 21.3 homes built annually, is very limited which in and of itself helps 

to reduce risk relating to over development and density problems.  As noted within this plan Little Compton is made 

up of single family dwellings dispersed throughout the town.  Developments, in the true sense of the word, are not 

common within Little Compton.  No town water or sewer systems limit the financial viability of development of large 

tracts of land.  The LCHMC shall review housing development data during its annual review of the HMP.   

 

Land Use Restrictions – Federal and State regulations exist to restrict land use in certain areas, such as wetlands or 

near waterways.  Restrictions of this type may and often do serve to help reduce flood hazard vulnerability.  Local 

regulations or ordinances may be developed to further restrict certain areas, for example Little Compton restricts 

development within 100 feet of a wetland through our zoning ordinances, where the State of Rhode Island restricts at 

the 50 foot set-back.   

 

5.2.a.iii   National Flood Insurance Program 

 

The Town of Little Compton participates in the NFIP.  The Building Official shall enforce regulations relating to 

special flood hazard areas as found in local, state or federal regulations.   Through committed enforcement the town 

will reduce its risk factors for loss/damage of lives and property, economic and social hardship and environmental 

damage. 

 

5.2.a.iv   Climate Change Adaptation – Future Risk 

 

The Town of Little Compton is currently reviewing and considering the adoption of a new chapter in the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan for Natural Hazards and Climate Change.  Land Use regulations will offer the best course of 

action in reducing risk relating to climate change for Little Compton.  The town will need to review the actual effect 

climate change is having on the coastline to determine if regulatory changes should be recommended.   

 

A particular area known as Round Pond Road is historically known for flooding issues during storm surge events.  

This roadway is privately owned and abutted on the south by the Atlantic Ocean and the east by Round Pond.  If 

climate change truly does move the shoreline inward especially along this area of the coast then this neighborhood of 

homes will be at risk.  Presently Round Pond Road is the only means of ingress or egress from this neighborhood.  

Future analysis will need to be done if and when the data shows a significant move towards the alteration of this 

particular area of the coastline. 

 

5.2.b   Analysis of Actions 

 

Analysis of actions can only occur after the actions have been implemented.  As this document is the first edition of a 

HMP for the Town of Little Compton this section will require more attention during the 5-year update.  At this stage in 

the development of the plan and associated actions it is perceived that the proposed actions will individually take small 

actions to reduce hazard risk in our community.  The proposed actions were determined through analysis of the effects 

to the community, historically seen during past events, against the potential benefits to be seen should the action 

proposed be implemented.  During this analysis the cost of the proposed action is weighed against the anticipated 

benefit to the community.  It should be acknowledged that the analysis of the actions was applied to those areas 

identified and determined to be capable of mitigating on some level.  Further study of ordinances and/or regulations 

may be needed before appropriate actions can be designated and considered mitigation actions. 

 

5.2.c   Prioritization 
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The LCHMC prioritized the actions listed within Table 4 – Actions and Goals for Mitigation and Preparedness after a 

review of the data gathered and, public and stakeholders comments.  In looking at the actions you will note three (3) 

have been designated as mitigation actions, while eight (8) have been listed as preparedness actions.  Little Compton is 

fortunate in that we do not have repetitive loss claims and our significant risks are usually limited to flooding or wind 

damage.  The LCHMC ranked actions and goals based on immediate needs of the community and public safety.   The 

LCHMC took into account those areas identified as vulnerable, there level of intensity, frequency of occurrence and 

level of impact on the community as well as a realistic look at the ability of the town to achieve the implementation of 

a mitigation action.  Ever changing administration and limited budget funding can restrict projects to those with the 

most immediate needs of the community.   Utilizing the STAPLEE criteria for each Action allowed the LCHMC to 

prioritize the order of importance.  Table 21 – STAPLEE CRITERIA can be found in Appendix A.  Table 4 - Action 

and Goal Table for tracking includes a column to depict the anticipated time frame19 for completion of each task.  

Table 4 found in 5.5 shows the priority set for each action and goal. 

 

5.3 For Plan Updates: Meeting Goals & Actions 

 

The DPW Director shall maintain a list of actions and goals proposed within this HMP found in Table 4.  Updates and 

progress reports on ongoing actions and goals shall be updated into the HMP under this section for tracking purposes 

during the annual review.  The annual review shall begin in the month of January annually.  

 

Additionally during the annual review and evaluation, detailed further in Sections 2.5 and 6.1, the HCM shall make 

recommendations regarding ongoing projects, update the status of each action or goal and offer further mitigation 

strategies as determined to be in the best interest of the town.  Table 4 found in Section 5.5 will be updated depicting 

each action or goals status as designated during the full review, which will begin in 2020 for completion by the plans 

anniversary date in 2021. 

 

 

5.4 2016-2021 Action Plan 

 

5.4.a   Actions Using Risk Assessment Matrix by Vulnerable Area 

 

Action 1.  Plan Review – low priority 

Description:  Develop a plan to handle evacuation of RV’s and other items located at South Shore Beach, determine if 

Round Meadows has an evacuation plan 

Action Type: Property Maintenance and Protection actions – preparedness – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  Beach Commission, Town Council, Police Chief 

Time Frame:  Short term 

Financing:  Staff time, annual budget 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, less than $100 other materials 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

 

 

Action 2.  Develop Debris Management Plan  – High priority  

                                                           

19 Time frames include short term which stands for 2 years from funding date, long term which stands for 5 to 10 years 

contingent upon funding availability, ongoing which stands for all actions which are of such a nature that they never fully cease 

to need continued actions 
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Description:  Creation of a Debris Management Plan for inclusion in the town’s EOP 

Action Type: EOP Planning – preparedness  – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  Tree Warden & DPW Director 

Time Frame:  Short Term 

Financing:  Staff time, annual budget 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, less than $100 other materials 

Benefit:  Public safety 

 

Action 3.  MOU City of Newport – medium priority  

Description:  Educate residents downstream of Dam and secure MOU with the City of Newport to assure the City has a 

Dam Mitigation Plan 

Action Type: Property Protection actions – Public Education – preparedness – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  Fire Department  

Time Frame: Short term      

Financing:  Staff time, annual budget 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, materials and postage approximately $1,000 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives, ensure emergency evacuation route not compromised and public 

safety 

 

Action 4.  Public Education – medium priority  

Description:  Develop public outreach information on emergency preparedness and evacuation routes 

Action Type: Education and Awareness Program – preparedness  – pre-disaster  

Responsible Departments:  Hazard Mitigation Committee            

Time Frame:  Short term     

Financing:  Staff time, local EMA funds  

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, materials and postage approximately $2000 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property, public safety and public awareness of evacuation routes 

 

Action 5.  Code Development  – medium priority  

Description:  Continued development of town code, local plans and regulations that influence the way land and 

buildings are developed and built for enforcing ordinances and regulations; new step to review existing language 

for potential improvement 

Action Type: Local Plans & Regulations – mitigation – pre-disaster  

Responsible Departments:  Council and Planning Board 

Time Frame:  On-going action, short term assignment, but continued review necessary 

Financing:  Staff time, annual budget 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, between $1,000 - $3,000 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives, public safety and reduce economic hardships 

 

 

Action 6.  Long Pasture & Swamp Roadway drainage repair  – medium priority  

Description:  Determine mitigation action relating to roadway drainage problem and implement 

Action Type: –Infrastructure project - Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  DPW 

Time Frame:  Long term  

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local capital improvement funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, $10,000 to $100,000 potentially 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

Action 7.  Town Way drainage repair – High priority 
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Description:  Determine mitigation action relating to roadway drainage problem and implement 

Action Type: Infrastructure project – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  DPW 

Time Frame:  Long term 

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local capital improvement funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, $10,000 to $100,000 potentially 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

Action 8.  Wetland preservation – medium priority  

Description:  Purchase development rights or land in fee simple for wetlands and open space; improvement action to 

continue to protect and preserve; LCACT monthly reviews potential purchases and secures by deed once sufficient 

funding is available   

Action Type: Natural Systems Protection – mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  LC Agricultural Conservancy Trust 

Time Frame:  On-going action, long term responsibility of LCACT  

Financing:  Staff time, RI DEM, Federal USDA grants, local LCACT taxation funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, varied values – can be in excess of $1,000,000  

Benefit:  Protection and preservation of water supplies, Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

Action 9.  John Sisson Roadway drainage repair – medium priority 

Description:  Determine mitigation action relating to roadway drainage problem and implement 

Action Type: Infrastructure project – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  DPW 

Time Frame:  Long term 

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local capital improvement funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, $10,000 to $100,000 potentially 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

Action 10.  John Dyer Roadway drainage repair – medium priority 

Description:  Determine mitigation action relating to roadway drainage problem and implement 

Action Type: Infrastructure project – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  DPW 

Time Frame:  Long term 

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local capital improvement funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, $10,000 to $100,000 potentially 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 

 

Action 11.  Main Street Adamsville/Harbor Roadway drainage repair – medium priority 

Description:  Determine mitigation action relating to roadway drainage problem and implement 

Action Type: Infrastructure project – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  DPW 

Time Frame:  Long term 

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local capital improvement funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, $10,000 to $100,000 potentially 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety 
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Action 12.  Public Education – medium priority 

Description:  Develop public outreach program to educate on floodplain management, local regulations, and hazard 

resistant designs and materials 

Action Type: Education and Awareness Program – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  Building Official 

Time Frame:  Short term 

Financing:  Staff time, various grant funding opportunities, local EMA funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, in excess of $3,000 for material fees and advertising outreach 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety, and public awareness  

 

Action 13.  CRS qualification – Medium priority 

Description:  Review the NFIP Community Rating System eligibility requirements and develop a set of achievable 

activities to qualify and participate in the NFIP CRS  

Action Type: Local Plans and Regulations – Mitigation – pre-disaster 

Responsible Departments:  Building Official 

Time Frame:  Long term (administrative changes have changed priorities in office) 

Financing:  Staff time, local EMA funds 

Cost estimate:  in-house payroll, in excess of $3,000 potentially for material costs 

Benefit:  Reduce loss/damage to property or lives and public safety, and public awareness 
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5.5 – Table/Matrix 

Table 4 - Actions and Goals for Mitigation and Preparedness 

Action 

# 

DESCRIPTION OF STRATEGY LOCATION OF 

VULNERABLE 

AREA 

PRIORITY 

RANKING 

HAZARD TYPE RISK 

H – 

HISTORICAL 

P – POTENTIAL  

OWNERSHIP MITIGATION 

OBJECTIVE  

FUNDING 

SOURCES 

TIMEFRAME RESPONSIBLE 

DEPARTMENT 

PRIMARY PROBLEM/EFFECT  2021 STATUS 

1 Develop a plan to handle 

evacuation of RV’s and 

other items located at 

South Shore Beach.  

Determine if Round 

Meadows has an 

evacuation plan in place 

South Shore 

Beach and 

Round 

Meadows 

Low  Flood and 

Coastal 

Erosion 

H & P Municipal and 

private  

Protection of 

Property, 

increased public 

safety during 

evacuations 

Preparedness 

action 

Local Staff, 

annual budget 

funds  for 

materials (Town 

Clerk) 

 

Short term Beach 

Commission, 

Council, Police 

Chief 

Need to document evacuation 

plans in EOP for future use 

 

2 Develop a Debris 

Management Plan 

Town-Wide High Wind related 

hazards  

H & P Municipal  Prevention of 

loss/damage of 

lives or property, 

Public safety  

Preparedness 

action 

Local Staff, 

DPW funds  

 

Short term Tree Warden, 

DPW Director 

Need to document 

Management Plan in HMP and 

EOP, need to maintain roads in 

passable condition for EMS and 

public 

 

3 Educate residents 

downstream of DAM and 

Secure an MOU with City 

of Newport to insure a 

Dam Mitigation Plan in 

place 

Watson 

Reservoir Dam 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

P City of Newport Property 

Protection and 

Emergency 

Evacuation 

Route,  Public 

Safety 

Preparedness 

action 

Local Staff, 

annual budget 

funds for 

materials (Town 

Clerk) 

 

Short term Fire Dept. Need to assure the City of 

Newport has a Dam Mitigation 

Plan implemented to reduce risk 

to Little Compton residents     

 

4 Develop public outreach 

information – local guide 

for emergency 

preparedness with 

evacuation routes 

Town-Wide Medium Mixed 

hazards 

H & P Private Increase safety 

and awareness of 

evacuation 

routes 

Preparedness 

action 

Local Staff and 

Local EMA 

funds for 

materials 

 

Short term Hazard 

Mitigation 

Committee 

Ongoing need to increase safety 

and institutional awareness of 

emergency preparedness for our 

residents 

 

5 Continued development 

of ordinances, regulations 

and  Comprehensive Plan 

to limit excessive 

development in flood 

zones 

FEMA Flood 

zones 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

 P Private, Municipal 

and State 

Protection of 

property  

Local Staff, 

annual budget 

funds for 

materials (Town 

Clerk) 

 

On-Going  Council, 

Planning Board 

Ongoing need to continue to 

enforce zoning ordinances and 

regulations and to establish 

further code developed to limit 

excessive development in flood 

zones  
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6 Determine appropriate 

mitigation actions for 

flooding on town roads 

into private property, 

implement once 

engineering plan 

developed and funding is 

secured 

Long Pasture 

& Swamp Rd 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

H & P Municipal Protection of 

property , safety, 

evacuation route 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or Capital 

Improvement 

 

Long term   DPW Flooding from town roadways 

onto private property and on a 

designated evacuation roadway  

 

7 Determine appropriate 

mitigation action to 

prevent flooding and icing 

on a town roadway, 

Implement once 

engineering plan 

developed and funding is 

secured 

Town Way High Flood and 

Winter Storm 

Hazards 

H & P Municipal Protection of 

property, safety, 

protection of life 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or Capital 

Improvement 

 

Long term  DPW Flooding and/or icing of water 

on Town Way into private 

properties causes dangerous 

travel and prevention of EMS 

services to access area 

 

8 Purchase development 

rights or land in fee simple 

for wetlands and open 

space 

Town-Wide Medium Flood 

Hazards 

H & P Private Protection of 

aquifer and 

property 

Potential grant 

funding 

through RI 

DEM, Federal 

Grants, local 

LCACT 

financing 

 

On-Going  LC Agricultural 

Conservancy 

Trust 

Need to continue to  protect 

wetlands and open space which 

will assist in protecting the towns 

aquifer and potentially reduce 

development in flood zones 

 

9 Determine appropriate 

mitigation action to 

prevent flooding on a 

town road, implement 

once engineering plan is 

developed and funding is 

secured 

East end of 

John Sisson Rd 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

H & P Municipal Protection of 

property, safety, 

evacuation route 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or Capital 

Improvement 

 

Long term  DPW Flooding on town roadways 

hindering vehicular traffic on a 

designated evacuation roadway 

 

10 Determine appropriate 

mitigation action to 

prevent flooding on a 

town road, implement 

once engineering plan is 

developed and funding is 

secured  

South end of 

John Dyer 

Road past LC 

Game Club 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

H & P  Municipal Protection of 

property, safety 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or Capital 

Improvement 

 

Long term  DPW Flooding on town roadway 

hindering vehicular traffic  

 

11 Determine appropriate 

mitigation action to 

prevent flooding on a 

town road, implement 

once engineering plan is 

developed and funding is 

secured 

Main Street 

Adamsville/ 

Harbor Rd 

Medium Flood 

Hazards 

H & P  Municipal & State Protection of 

property, safety 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or Capital 

Improvement, 

Long term  DPW Flooding on town and state 

roadway hindering vehicular 

traffic  
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and/or State 

DOT funds 

 

12 Develop a public 

education program on 

floodplain management, 

local regulation of flood 

zone construction, and/or 

hazard resistant design 

and materials 

FEMA Flood 

Zones 

High Flood 

Hazards 

H & P Private Protection of 

property, safety 

and lives 

Potential grant 

funding 

through CDBG 

funds, FEMA 

HMA programs 

or  local EMA 

funds 

 

Short tem  Building Official Need to educate property 

owners on flood hazards and 

options available to help prevent 

future losses 

 

13 Qualify the Town for 

FEMA’s NFIP Community 

Rating System through a 

series of qualifiers. Series 

300; 450, 510  

Town-Wide High   Flood 

Hazards 

P Private Increase 

awareness, 

protection of 

property through 

flood policies 

Local Building 

Official funds, 

local EMA 

funds 

 

Short term  Building Official Need to educate residents on 

flood zone insurance and 

achieve a discount on insurance 

rates for residents 
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Section 6 – Moving towards a safe, resilient, and sustainable  

Rhode Island community 
 

 

6.1 Evaluation:  Progress & Challenges 

 
Evaluations shall be conducted by the Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee.  The plan update process will begin a year 

in advance of the 2021 expiration.  The first meeting of the LCHMC in the update process shall be organized by the 

Director of Public Works, and shall be scheduled to be held in the month of January 2020.  The LCHMC shall 

determine the number of committee meetings necessary to handle the evaluation of the plan.  Full evaluation cycles 

will require a larger set of committee meetings to review the data gathered over the life of the plan.  Not-with-standing 

the full evaluation process the LCHMC shall conduct annual reviews of the plan and its actions and goals gathering 

data and public comments to be used for updates to the plan during full evaluations. 

 

A full evaluation shall begin in the fourth year of the approved plan and shall include the following: 

 

 Public Hearings – may be held in joint session with the LC Town Council, a minimum of two (2) will be 

required, to be scheduled after comments and questionnaire data sought 

 Request for comments to stakeholders, listed in Appendix B, Table 2 - Stakeholders, to be sent out prior to the 

public hearing 

o Local 

o Municipal Departments 

o Neighboring Communities 

 Questionnaire to survey local residents concerns, to be sent out prior to the public hearing  

 

Evaluations shall include reviews of the following: 

 

 a.  Involvement, Capabilities, Meeting Goals & Actions 

 b.  Changes in Development – Impact to Risk 

 c.  New Disasters – Changes in Risk 

 

As the HMP grows updates or amendments shall be made to reduce risk to Little Compton residents and mitigate loss.  

Future versions of the HMP shall result in documentation of involvement from all parties participating in the full 

review, of the status of goals and actions, changes in development within Little Compton that causes more of an 

impact to risk of our residents, and any new disasters that may have occurred which change the level of risk within 

town. 

 

References 

 Town of Little Compton Comprehensive Plan, as amended June 10, 2014 

 Town of Little Compton Emergency Operations Plan – October 2012 

 Rhode Island Hazard Mitigation Plan, RIEMA 2014 update 

 Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Little Compton, Rhode Island, Sept 4, 2013 

 Town of Coventry Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2010 

 Town of East Greenwich Hazard Mitigation Plan, July 13, 2015 update 

 Town of Jamestown Hazard Mitigation Plan, October 2, 2014 update 

 Town of Lincoln Hazard Mitigation Plan, 2015 update 
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Appendix A – Assessing Risk – Maps, Tables and Chart  

Table # Name In Section/Appendix 

1 Significant Events Section 1 

2 Stakeholders Appendix B 

3 Survey/Questionnaire Results Appendix B.4 

4 Actions & Goals for Mitigation 

Preparedness 

Section 5.5 

5 Hazard Identification Section 3 

6 Hazard Profiles Section 3 

7 Frequency Probability Section 3 

8 Saffir/Simpson Scale Section 3 

9 Rhode Island Historic 

Hurricanes 

Section 3 

10 Fujita Scale and Enhanced 

Fujita Scale 

Section 3 

11 Beaufort Wind Chart Section 3 

12 Watch Type Descriptions Section 3 

13 Warning Type Descriptions Section 3 

14 Advisory Type Descriptions Section 3 

15 NESIS Section 3 

16 Sperry-Piltz Ice Accumulation Section 3 

17  Annual Probability Section 3 

18  Population by Age Section 3 

19 Risk Assessment Matrix Section 3 

20 NFIP Flood Policy Data Section 4 

21 STAPLEE CRITERIA Appendix A 
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Chart 1 NOAA Wind Chill Section 3 

 

  

 
Figure # Name Section /Appendix 

1 Image of Little Compton Section 1 

2 Map of Hazard Risks Appendix A 

3 Photo 1938 Hurricane Appendix A 

4 Photo 1944 Hurricane Appendix A 

5 Photo 1954 Hurricane Appendix A 

6 FEMA SFHA zones in RI Section 3 

7 SLR Inundation Scenarios Section 3 

   

   

 

 

 

 

Illustration of Storm Surge: 
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Figure 2. Hazard Risks 
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Figure 3.  1938 Hurricane damage, remains of fishing docks and breakwater. 

 

  
 

 

Figure 4.  Damages from 1944 Hurricane at Sakonnet Point. 
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Figure 5.  Damages from Hurricane Carol – 1954  
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Additional SLR scenarios:   
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Table 21 
STAPLEE Criteria 

S             
(Social) 

T                                              
(Technical) 

A                                            
(Administrative) 

P                                  
(Political) 

L                                      
(Legal) 

E                                               
(Economic) 

E                                                          
(Environmental) 

 Rank 

Alternative 
Actions 

          

Develop plan to 
handle evacuation 
of RV's and other 
items located at 

South Shore 
Beach. Determine 

if Round 
Meadows has an 
evacuation plan in 

place. 

acceptable 
by 

community 
in general. 

feasible 

plan needs 
documenting. 
Staff available 
to accomplish 

supported 
by TC, 
Beach 
Comm. 
Ultimate 
authority 

Beach 
Comm. 
may not 
support 

limited 
actions of 
past have 

worked, but 
not 

structured 
plan 

will help prevent 
environmental 

problems  
 

Low due to ? 
beach comm. 

support 

           

Develop a Debris 
Management Plan 

acceptable 
by 

community 
feasible  

plan needs 
documenting 
staff available 
to accomplish 

supported 
by TC, 
LCEMA 

and DPW 

supports 
EOP, helps 

towns 
liability with 
established 

plan in 
place 

established 
plan should 

reduce 
unnecessary 

costs 

state law 
supports tree 

warden 
activities, will 
complement 
annual tree 

work  

High - needs to be 
a plan on record in 

EOP 

           

Educate residents 
downstream of 

DAM and secure 
MOU with City of 

Newport to 
ensure a Dam 

Mitigation Plan is 
in place 

acceptable 
by 

community 
and 

segment of 
population 
effected 

feasible 

education 
necessary and 
MOU for EOP 

necessary staff 
available to 
accomplish 

supported 
by 

LCEMA, 
no input 

of support 
from City 

of 
Newport 

LC has 
authority to 
educate, 
unsure 

how 
Newport 

will support 
MOU or 

our 
education 

efforts 

securing 
MOU will 
give local 
EMS tools 

for potential 
failure of 

DAM, 
education 

economically 
beneficial to 

residents  

NA 

 

Medium - needs to 
be documented in 

EOP, but 
ultimately 
Newport’s 

responsibility; 
education 
important 
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Develop public 
outreach 

information - local 
guide for 

emergency 
preparedness 

with evacuation 
routes 

widely 
accepted 

by 
community 

feasible 
education 

important tool 

supported 
by TC 
and 

LCEMA 

Have 
authority to 

circulate 
education 
materials 

beneficial to 
residents, 
worth the 

cost factors 

NA 

 

Medium - 
increases safety 
awareness and 

evacuation routes 

           

Continued 
development of 

ordinances, 
regulations and 
Comprehensive 

Plan to limit 
excessive 

development in 
flood zones 

somewhat 
accepted 

by 
segment of 
population 

can have 
limitations 

on 
feasibility; 

but 
necessary 

for 
prevention 

of loss 

in-house 
staffing, 
ongoing 

maintenance of 
regs 

generally 
supported 

by TC 

have legal 
authority 
with state 
and FEMA 
to regulate 

in flood 
zones 

enhanced 
regulations 

mitigate 
future loss 

assist in 
preventing 

development in 
flood zones, 

benefit 
environmentally 

 

Medium - ongoing 
review necessary 

          

Determine 
appropriate 

mitigation actions 
for flooding on 
town roads into 
private property 
for the following 

roadways, 
Implement once 

funding is secured 

       

  

* Long Pasture & 
Swamp Rd                                                       

acceptance 
of repairs 
by those 
effected 

feasible with 
outside 

contracting 

need outside 
contracting 

supported 
by TC 
when 

feasible 

town roads 

repairs will 
reduce 

problematic 
area and 

add safety 

should result in 
diversion of 
stormwater 

buildup 
 

Medium - requires 
outside contracting 
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*Town Way   

acceptance 
of repairs 
by those 
effected 

feasible with 
outside 

contracting 

need outside 
contracting 

supported 
by TC 

and DPW 
director 

as priority 

town roads 

repairs will 
reduce 

problematic 
area and 

add safety 

should result in 
diversion of 
stormwater 

runoff and icing 
hazards  

High - a priority for 
repairs 

*East End John 
Sisson Rd 

acceptance 
of repairs 
by those 
effected 

feasible with 
outside 

contracting 

need outside 
contracting 

supported 
by TC 

town roads 

repairs will 
reduce 

problematic 
area and 

add safety 

should result in 
diversion of 
stormwater 

buildup 
 

Medium - requires 
outside contracting 

*South end John 
Dyer Rd past LC 

Game Club 

acceptance 
of repairs 
by those 
effected 

feasible with 
outside 

contracting 

need outside 
contracting 

supported 
by TC 

town roads 

repairs will 
reduce 

problematic 
area and 

add safety 

should result in 
diversion of 
stormwater 

buildup 
 

Medium - requires 
outside contracting 

*Main Street 
Adamsville/Harbor 

Rd 

acceptance 
of repairs 
by those 
effected 

feasible with 
outside 

contracting 

need outside 
contracting 

supported 
by TC 

town and 
state 

roadway 

repairs will 
reduce 

problematic 
area and 

add safety 

should result in 
diversion of 
stormwater 

buildup 
 

Medium - requires 
outside contracting 

           

Purchase 
development 

rights or wetlands 
and open space  

acceptance 
by 

community 

feasible with 
funding 

supplements 

LCACT staff 
ongoing work 

supported 
by LC 

FTM, and 
TC 

authority 
through 
enabling 

legislation 
for LCACT 

reduces 
burdens on 

water supply 
by reducing 

development 

protects and 
preserves 

wetlands and 
open space 

 

Medium - ongoing 
effort through 

LCACT 

Qualify the Town 
for FEMA's NFIP 

Community 
Rating System 

acceptance 
by 

community 
feasible 

Building official 
staff to 

administer 

supported 
by TC 
and 

Building 
Official 

TC has 
authority to 
take these 

actions 

will give 
residents 

reduction on 
their flood 
insurance 
policies 

NA 

 

High - will benefit 
town residents in 

flood zones greatly  
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Appendix B – Building Support: Planning Process Additional Documentation 

 

B.   Building Support: Planning Process  

 

Additional Documentation 
1.   Outreach Strategy & Materials 

   

Invite to comment on plan: 

 

 

NOTICE FOR COMMENTS 

To:  Stakeholders  

From:  Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Committee 

Date:  October 14, 2015 

 The Town of Little Compton is currently writing a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  A Hazard Mitigation Plan purpose 

is to set forth guidelines of short and long term actions that will help reduce actual or potential loss of life or property 

from hazardous events such as winter related hazards, flooding, thunderstorms or other storm related events. 

 An integral part of the development of a Hazard Mitigation Plan is receiving comments from stakeholders.  As 

a stakeholder you are being asked to forward any comments or concerns you have regarding risk management within 

Little Compton that you believe would benefit our development of the plan. 

 Stakeholders include municipal departments, neighboring towns, businesses and community groups.  

Concerns can range from worries about flooding to simple concerns about power outages.  All comments are 

welcome. 

 Please forward your comments to the attention of the Hazard Mitigation Committee c/o Town Clerk’s Office, 

40 Commons, PO Box 226, Little Compton, RI 02837.  We would appreciate your responses by November 13, 2015. 

 Thank you for your anticipated response. 

Table 2 - Stakeholders 

Stakeholder E/P address address 2 Town, State Zip 
e-

receipt 

       

LC Planning Board E Town Hall planning electronically  
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

 

Town of Little Compton 

Hazard Mitigation Committee 

Town Hall – 40 Commons 

PO Box 226 

Little Compton, RI 02837 
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LC Zoning Official E Town Hall zoning board electronically 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

LC Building Official E Wm. Moore wmoore@tlcri.com   x 

LC Town Council H Town Hall councilors individually    

Councilor H  Robert L Mushen, Pres.    

Councilor H  Paul J. Golembeske, Vice    

Councilor H  Charles N Appleton, Jr.    

Councilor H  Fred M Bodington III    

Councilor H  Gary S Mataronas    

LC School Dept. E Kathy Crowley, Supt. kcrowley@lcsd.k12.ri.us 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

LC EMA E Robert L Mushen, Director rmushen@tlcri.com   x 

LC Historical Society E lchistory@littlecompton.org 548 West Main Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

LC Agricultural Conservancy Trust E George D Mason, Chair gdmasonri@cox.net   x 

Tiverton Planning Board E planner@tiverton.ri.gov 343 Highland Rd Tiverton, RI  02878 x 

Tiverton Planning Board E kmichaud@tiverton.ri.gov     x 

Tiverton Zoning Official E jroy@tiverton.ri.gov 343 Highland Rd Tiverton, RI  02878 x 

Tiverton Building Official E nhall@tiverton.ri.gov 343 Highland Rd Tiverton, RI  02878 x 

Tiverton Town Council E townclerk@tiverton.ri.gov 343 Highland Rd Tiverton, RI  02878 x 

Tiverton EMA, Fire Chief Robert 
Lloyd E chief@tivertonfire.com 85 Main Rd Tiverton, RI  02878 x 

Westport Planning Board P Town Hall 856 Main Rd Westport, MA 02790  

Westport Zoning Official P Town Hall 816 Main Rd Westport, MA 02790  

Westport Building Official P Town Hall 856 Main Rd Westport, MA 02790  

Westport Board of Selectmen P Town Hall 816 Main Rd Westport, MA 02790  

Westport EMA, Fire Chief Brian R. 
Legendre P Fire Department  54 Hix Bridge Rd Westport, MA 02790  

Sakonnet Point Club P Sakonnet Point Club PO Box 299 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Sakonnet Yacht Club P Sakonnet Yacht Club 163 Sakonnet Pt Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Sakonnet Golf Club P Sakonnet Golf Club 79 Sakonnet Pt Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Carolyn's Sakonnet Vineyard P 
Carolyn's Sakonnet 
Vineyard PO Box 197 

Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Peckham's Greenhouse P Peckham's Greenhouse 200 West Main Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Walker's Roadside Stand P Walker's Roadside Stand 261 West Main Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Young's Family Farm  P Young's Family Farm 242 West Main Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Wishing Stone Farm P Wishing Stone Farm 25 Shaw Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

A-1 Pizza P A-1 Pizza, 20 Commons PO Box 995 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Commons Lunch P 48 Commons PO Box 507 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Wilbur's General Store P 50 Commons PO Box 483 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Goulart Petroleum P Goulart Petroleum 106 Willow Ave 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Earle’s Service Station P Bruce Elwell 35 Meeting House Ln 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Sakonnet Fishermen's Association E Greg Mataronas, Pres. saklob@aol.com 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

Sakonnet Lobster Co. E Margaret Mataronas slsjmjm@aol.com 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837 x 

LC Resorts Inc. P C/O Kevin Vendituoli, Esq 5 Marina Place Newport, RI 02840  

St Catherine's of Sienna Catholic 
Church P PO Box 208  

Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

United Congregational Church P PO Box 506  
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

St Andrew's By-the-Sea P PO Box 491  
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

LC Village Improvement Society  P 3 Meeting House Ln PO Box 207 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  
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Gleesons Wine & Spirits P Gleesons Wine & Spirits 39 Meeting House Ln 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Adamsville Wine & Spirits  P Adamsville Wine & Spirits 81 Stone Church Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Simmons Café & Market Place P Simmons Café & Market PO Box 192 Adamsville, RI 02801  

The Barn Restaurant P M&K LLC 74 Burchard Ave 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Crowthers Restaurant P The Crow LLC 90 Pottersville Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

City of Newport, Water Dept. P 
City of Newport, Water 
Dept. 70 Halsey St Newport, RI 02840  

Bodington Plumbing & Heating P 
Bodington Plumbing & 
Heating 49 Meeting House Ln 

Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

LC Community Center P LC Community Center PO Box 926 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Ray's Auto Repair P Ray's Auto Repair  31 Willow Ave 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

East Repair  P East Repair 85 East Main Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Rob's Auto Repair P Rob's Auto Repair 213 Long Highway 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Donald Tripp P Tripp Farming 392 Long Highway 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

LC Beach Commission E Town Hall PO Box 226 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837 x 

LC Harbor Commission E Town Hall PO Box 226 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837 x 

Briggs Beach Inc. P Briggs Beach Inc 100 Shaw Rd 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Warren's Point Beach Club P Warren's Point Beach Club PO Box 151 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Sakonnet Point Marina  P Sakonnet Point Marina PO Box 475 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Madden Electric E Steve Madden steve@maddenelectricco.com   x 

Point Trap Co. P Point Trap Co. 611 Boyds Ln 
Portsmouth, 
RI 02837  

Country & Coastal Properties, Inc. P 
Country & Coastal 
Properties 29 Meeting House Ln 

Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

Shether Real Estate P Shether Real Estate PO Box 534 
Little 
Compton, RI  02837  

LC Real Estate P LC Real Estate PO Box 941 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

Spinnaker Real Estate  P Spinnaker Real Estate PO Box 933 
Little 
Compton, RI 02837  

sent out Oct 15, 2015        

       

       

E= electronic delivery       

P= postal delivery        

H= hand delivery       

       

RI Emergency Management * E Jessica Stimson Jessica.Stimson@ema.ri.gov    

FEMA * E Nan Johnson nan.johnson@fema.dhs.gov    

*comments during review process 
only       
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Stakeholder comments received: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 99   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B 2.   Meeting Summaries, Notes 
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Documentation of notice to stakeholders: 
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Notes for LCHMC meetings: 

Minutes with attendee signatures on file in Town Clerk’s Office records. 

 

Meeting with Jessica Stimson, RIEMA  July 2, 2015  
Location – Town Hall, Town Council Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI  
 
Bill Moore 
Police Chief Marion 
Tom Dunn, Business Manager 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
 
Need a core mitigation committee or team.  Basics would be Chiefs, Business Manager, DPW Director we should add 
to that core.  Have Council appoint the core at a minimum. 
 
The grant (funding under Irene $) was awarded June 2013 and has a deadline of Feb. 2017, will need to plan on 
getting our draft to RIEMA by Jan 2016, then they comment and turn over to FEMA for their review by May 2016 
leaving enough time in between to allow us to correct after comments. 
 
Warwick had a survey on their website to obtain public comments on past experiences with hazard events.  – see if 
we can obtain a copy of the survey 
 
When creating actions do not use the term “on-going” but rather set goals of 0-5 years etc, attribute costs associated 
with each goal and assign to a department 
 
Try to schedule another meeting with Jessica in August to see where we are. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk  
------------------------------------------------------ 
Notes:  July 15, 2015 HMP team meeting  1:00 PM  – 1:45 PM 
Location – Town Hall, Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Bill, Chief Petrin, Carol Wordell 
Absent: Paul Golembeske, Chief Marion   
Supplies given by Tom Dunn for our use.  
 
Gather names of other communities and their HMP’s (approved plans) Amy of Westerly (EMA) 
 
Critical infrastructure: Verizon’s building, cell tower, Algonquin/Spectra energy gas pipe line, Watson Reservoir 
 
Areas of known issue: Round Meadows camp ground 
   Round Pond (private road and area) 
   South Shore Beach – parking lot and beach flooding and erosion 
   Adamsville Mill Pond roadway flooding from Westport River 
 
Dam’s:  small one in Wilbour’s Woods 
  Simmons Mill  
  Watson Reservoir 
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Sakonnet Point Club, Sakonnet Golf Club, Stone House Inn Building 
 
Issues in past storms: tree debris, flooding, beach erosion/damage, power outages  
 
Resources for historical information: George Goulart 
 
Ask team members to look at template and offer insight to any area they have expertise, what area of the 
planning/research they are willing to help with (look at template)  
 
Chair – Carol A Wordell 
Vice-Chair – Chief Richard Petrin, Fire 
Secretary – Bill Moore, DPW Director 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
July 22, 2015 1:00 PM to 1:45 PM  location: Town Hall, Town Clerk’s Office 
       40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
Present:   Carol A Wordell 
  Fire Chief Petrin 
  Police Chief Marion 
 
 Chief Petrin and Chief Marion supplied a list of target hazard areas to look at: 
 
Flooding: Sakonnet Point (Harbor Area) 
  Swamp Road (Southworth’s) 
  South Shore Rd (West of Beach) Round Meadows Campground 
  John Sisson Rd (East End) 
  Maple Ave & East Main 
  John Dyer Rd (South of Game Club) 
  Adamsville (Ballfield area) 
  Warren’s Point Rd 
  Simmons Mill Pond (dam) 
  Watson Reservoir (dam) 
  Quaker Hill Farm ingress/egress 
  Old Harbor Rd low lying area potential ingress/egress  
  Briggs Beach ingress/egress 
  Roadways in low lying areas along coast – Oliver Ln etc 
 
Buildings or infrastructure (Power Outages, flooding, ice, fire...) 
 
Town Hall 
Community Center 
Wilbur-McMahon School 
Public Safety Complex 
Visiting Nurses 
Transfer Station 
Restaurants (Commons Lunch, A-1, Wilbur’s Art Café, Crowthers, Barn) 
Simmons Store 
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Earles Gas Station 
Verizon Building  
Spectra Energy (Algonquin Gas Line) 
Wilbour House (Historic Building) 
Friends Meeting House (Historic Building) 
UCC – steeple  
Emergency Communications tower at Transfer Station 
WFC Tower – Transfer Station  
 
Tree Issues 
 
No specific location all at risk, main roads may be more of a concern for egress or emergency vehicle traffic 
Tree Warden for input 
DPW for debris removal 
 
Icing Issues 
 
Town Way 
Adamsville Hill (state road) 
North and South ends of John Dyer Rd 
Commons, Public Safety Complex 
Long Highway (north end) 
Willow Avenue (north end) 
 
Other points mentioned to consider: 

 Should there be any concerns with chemicals used on farms if flooding?  

 Use Blackboard Connect to reach out to residents for R911 calls during events 

 Create a questionnaire put on town website and mail for input 

 Send another mailing of the Special Needs Registry registration forms 

 Compare flood insurance maps to town roads and residences  

 Evacuation route signs – need review and reposting potentially 
 

Add to the core team to result in the following: 
Hazard Mitigation Team 
William L. Moore, DPW Director 
Richard G. Petrin, Fire Chief 
Antone Marion, III, Police Chief 
Paul J. Golembeske, Vice-President Town Council 
Carol A. Wordell, Town Clerk 
A. Michael Steers, Planning Board Chairman 
Thomas Dunn, Town Business Manager 
Michael Massa, Harbor Master 
Harbor Commission Member representing Sakonnet Point Club and 
Sakonnet Yacht Club 
Jason Burchard, Tree Warden 
George Goulart, Jr., Former Tree Warden  

  
 Chiefs were asked to write down what they would like to receive comments on from the public, such as – 
what are your concerns during hurricanes? Flooding? Winter Storms? So we can develop our own questionnaire. 
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 Schedule a Wednesday in August where Jessica Stimson can attend and give input.  Also, CAW to reach out to 
her for state input items and guidance on outsourcing, if necessary.  CAW will continue to draft a base plan inputting 
data from team. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
-------------------------------------------------------------  
July 29, 2015 – 1:00 PM – 1:42 PM.   Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall 
      40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:    
Sandy Hawes, Rep. Sak. Pt. Club and Sak. Marina 
 George Goulart, Jr. Former Tree Warden 
 Jason Burchard, Tree Warden 
 Robert Mushen, Town Council President 
 Paul Golembeske, Councilor 
 Police Chief Marion 
 Michael Steers, Planning Board Chairman 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
 
Comments submitted by team members: 
 
Vulnerable areas at Sakonnet Point, submitted by Mike Steers. 
 From wave action -  Round Pond Road, SW corner and SE by beach 
  From flooding – northern end of Maryland Rd, water comes from Watch House Pond, (south) and over the 
sea wall to the west, the water drains into harbor over/next to culvert, volume is too much for culvert, washed over 
in Bob and Sandy but made a four foot trench in Carol 
 The intersection of Washington and Pennsylvania is a low point, lower than the barrier beach of Round pond 
and the boat ramp.  When the water level tops the boat ramp (which is lower than the barrier beach) it flows down 
to the intersection and actually fills round pond and the refuge to a level that matches the top of the culvert into the 
harbor, (witnessed Bob and Sandy) then the water drains out through the culvert as the tides drop over a few days. 
 
Past history of tree damage in storms on John Dyer Road and Long Highway – submitted by George Goulart, Jr.  Also, 
use of snow plows to push the debris aside works better than having individuals out with chain saws during the 
events. 
 
DATES FOR PUBLIC HEARINIGS – SEPT. 10TH AND OCT. 22ND.  Gives time for the questionnaire to be circulated to the 
residents as well. 
 
Reviewed the timeline for those newer attendees. 
 
Request attendees submit information on any areas they know present risks during natural hazardous events. 
 
A questionnaire has been developed and will be mailed to residents as well as placed on the town website for an 
interactive link to a survey firm. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------------------  
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August 12, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1 pm to 1:20 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell and Bill Moore.   
 
These notes are should reflect that there was not a quorum of the committee therefore the discussion was simply 
among two members of the committee. 
 
Notations  

– need to send out the RI State plan and a copy of the Local Mitigation Plan Guide Plan Tool 
from FEMA to the other members electronically for their use in the process of writing a local plan.   
– Can we document with records the flooding or other risk events that have happened in the 
past, both recent and historical?  Some records are documentable through FEMA application 
funding files, public safety payroll or event logs, town clerk’s office vault files.  Further research 
needed to gather this data. 
– Bill Moore and Edith Marion have been working to map out the flood zones over the 
assessors maps in order to determine the number of housing units within flood zones.  This is time 
consuming but will be of assistance with the development of the HMP and with a future 
application to become CRS certified. 
– Through an e-mail the members of the committee have been charged by the Town Clerk to 
speak with neighbors and the community in general to gather their concerns relating to hazard 
risks they have experienced in the past and to catalog their conversations for our files 
– Carol Wordell attended a session with FEMA and RIEMA to discuss the expectations of both 
entities on the final hazard mitigation plans in order to successfully achieve approval from both.  
This meeting was held this date in Tiverton from 9 – 11:30 am.  It gave a better understanding of 
the amount of detail the plan will need to have included, most specifically the FEMA stressed that 
the plan needs to document public input stating that it will not be sufficient to have posted a 
meeting and taken minutes they expect must more of an outreach than that. 
– Bill Moore mentioned that the Mill Brook in Adamsville needs to be listed as a sensitive or at 
risk spot due to historical flooding that can occur and the fact that a bridge is the only access to 4 
homes. 

 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
-----------------------------------------------------  
August 19, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1 pm to 1:35 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell, Sandy Hawes, Fire Chief Petrin, Police Chief Marion. 
 
Discussion of progress made to date.   
 # of housing units in flood zones being determined by Bill Moore 
 # of NFIP policies will be secured by Bill Moore 
  
 Questionnaire and other materials reviewed and approved for copying and mailing  
 
 Attendees advised that the first public hearing will be Sept. 10th 7 pm 
 
 Assignments given to Chiefs: 
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  List culverts and locations 
  List critical roads 
  Secure past pictures and take future pictures of hazardous events 
  Continue to gather data on past events and document where found 
  Map out where riverine flooding occurs normally during events 
  Map out critical facilities as they are located in town 
  Consider what risk factors can be assigned goals or actions (5 yr) 
 
 Mr. Hawes mentioned that he obtained the hurricane evacuation plans for the Sakonnet Point Club and the 
Sakonnet Point Marina to use during his review of the harbor needs.  He is continuing to speak with residents 
regarding their experiences and will report to the group in writing at a later date. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------  

August 26, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1 pm to 1:50 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell, Sandy Hawes, Fire Chief Petrin, Police Chief Marion, Jason Burchard, Bill Moore.   
 
Various discussion: 
 
Taylors Lane North has a bridge over a creek that when flooded traps three households 
 
Dam’s acknowledged in towns EOP need to be documented on the mapping to be done showing risk areas, flood 
zones, etc. 
 Sherer Pond Dam – would flow into the Sakonnet River if it failed, no residences 
 Richmond Farm Dam – would not affect residences – only into wooded areas 
 Watson Reservoir Dam – largest and most likely to affect residents, but more on the northerly side towards 
and into Tiverton, RI this failure could likely close off West Main Road and block vehicles from exiting town 
 Simmons Pond Dam – one documented in EOP – likely there are actually two (2) Chief’s to verify this fact.  
Likely affect John Dyer Rd and/or possibly Pottersville Rd (limited sections of both roadways)  
 NOTE: if Pond Bridge Dam, Tiverton, RI fails that could affect approx. 6 homes in Little Compton on Shore Rd. 
 
 Jason Burchard, Tree Warden presented the group with a listing of concerns drafted by himself and the 
former tree warden.  Speaks to creating a debris removal plan, event EOP, questions relating to town requirements 
for his workers (if any), designation of a specific location where debris can be deposited during events and other 
similar matters.  He also expressed a desire to see how we can quantify the debris gathered during a storm/event for 
FEMA, in past this has been a problem since FEMA quantified by brush volume rather than chipped material as we 
store the debris. 
 
 PSC has generator, with secondary backup, a small portable for use during emergencies as needed.  
 
 The Building Official now has specification plans for the Mill Brook Bridge way that accesses three homes in 
Adamsville. 
 
 Need to list for plan the equipment available for use owned by town, owned by tree warden and where 
needed through other vendors. 
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 Sandy Hawes, submitted a letter with his concerns and made the following:  Harbor concerns still relate to 
boats and docks and how that could cause property damage.  Not worried about residences as they will not likely be 
pushed into the homes, but boat damage, floating dock damage or similar. (wind related issues)  Sakonnet Point Club 
(as noted at a previous meeting) has a plan to require the removal of a boat out of the dry dock storage unit, but no 
plan to require those still in the water.  They will strongly suggest, but are not requiring the removals. 
 
 Related comment:  when floating docks are removed out of the water they need to be either anchored down 
or stored outside of the flood zone.  The Building Official/DPW Director is in the process of drafting letters to the 
entities involved. 
 
 May want to consider a second mailer to address more issues of concern as we progress in this plan 
development.  Tree Warden concerned that resident’s should know that improperly connecting a generator can 
cause backflow of electric current and be life threatening.  Also, stress that residents should heed warnings for 
evacuations if given by town officials and explain why.  Maybe add more flyers relating to hurricanes and what to do 
to prepare for one. 
 
 Another concern raised, the newer septic systems are above ground and actually float away if they are not 
anchored down.  Should the town consider the creation of an ordinance requiring they be anchored if located within 
a flood zone? 
 
 Adjourn – 1:50 PM 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
-----------------------------------------------  
September 9, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1 pm to 1:20 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell, Sandy Hawes, Fire Chief Petrin.   
 
Various discussion: 
 
Reviewed data received on HMP survey/questionnaire.  12 on-line, 53 to date in mail. 
 Assign task for Clerk to update the Special Needs Registry based on new filings. 
 Acknowledge Chief Petrin updated and submitted the HMP communications plan. 
 

Reminder that the first public hearing is 10 Sept. 2015.   
 
Draft HMP to be sent to the HMP team and the TC so they have insight in the progress of the drafting.  Still a 
lot of work to go, still working on flood maps. 
 

Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------  
September 16, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1:32 pm to 2:15 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell, Sandy Hawes, Fire Chief Petrin, Police Chief Marion and William Moore, DPW Director. 
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Various discussion:  Continued review of HMP survey/questionnaires received.  Still only 12 on-line, now 117 through 
mail. 
 
Sandy Hawes knows the Sherer family personally and will speak with them to determine the location, if it exists, the 
Sherer Pond Dam.  He will report back. 
  
Chief Petrin reported that the town will be a “Storm Ready Community” shortly.  He has signed on to be qualified. 
 
Bill Moore is attempting to get a map of the town in 11 x 17 showing the overall floodplains.  We have individual 
maps of the panels but not one showing the full town at once. 
 
A flash flood occurred on September 10th where a few roadways in town were partially flooded.  The DPW Director 
and Chiefs will look back in their files to see if they can document any past events that would show where the hazard 
areas are know to be.   
 
It was suggested that we contact the LC Historical Society for documentation of past historically damaging events, i.e. 
Hurricane 38, Carol or other they may have. 
 
Other team members mentioned they would look in their personal photo albums to find documentation of past 
events. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk  
---------------------------------------------  
October 15, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting.  1:30 pm to 2:10 pm. 
Location – Town Clerk’s Office, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI 
 
Attendees:  Carol Wordell, Robert Mushen, Police Chief Marion, Sandy Hawes and Fire Chief Petrin (who arrived at 
1:40 pm). 
 
Various discussion: 
 
 We should consider documenting where the culverts are in town for use in the Building and Highway 
departments. 
 Maybe consider reaching out for more comments for more detail 
 Discussion of the CodeRed system and how it could or could not be used during events 
 Reviewed Action Table, Notice for Comments for stakeholders, list of stakeholders to mail to, draft plan to 
date and results of questionnaire. 
 
 Change second public hearing to first council meeting in November the 5th and advertise to attract more 
individuals. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 2:10 pm. 
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk  
--------------------------------------------------  
October 21, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 
 
 No quorum, no meeting notes. 
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 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
----------------------------------------------------------  
 
October 28, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee  1:35 PM to 1:50 PM 
 
 No quorum, only Robert Mushen and Carol Wordell in attendance.  A brief review of the drafted plan as of 
this date. 
 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
--------------------------------------------------------  
November 4, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee  1:30 PM to 1:45 PM. 
 
 Attendees: Robert Mushen, Fire Chief Petrin and Carol Wordell in attendance.  A brief review of the drafted 
plan as of this date.   
 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------------  
November 19, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee  1:30 PM to 1:42 PM. 
 
 Attendees: Robert Mushen, William Moore, Sandy Hawes and Carol Wordell in attendance.  A brief review of 
the drafted plan as of this date.   
 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
-----------------------------------------------------------  
December 2, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 1:30 pm to 1:50 pm 
 
 Attendees:  Sandy Hawes, William Moore and Carol Wordell in attendance.  Review of needs as of this date.  
William Moore to complete listing of number of units in flood zone prior to next weeks meeting.  The Clerk will 
continue to pull together the data gathered to date for the plan.  
 
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
----------------------------------------------------  
December 9, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm 
 
 Attendees:  Carol A Wordell, Police Chief Marion, Fire Chief Petrin, Councilor Golembeske, Sandy Hawes. 
 
 The group reviewed the plan as drafted, and the proposed action table.  Comments were received.  The Clerk 
will continue to work on the drafting based on committee comments.  Bill Moore is still working on the flood 
mapping and data collection for units in flood zones. 
  
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
---------------------------------------------------  
December 16, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 1:30 PM to 1:40 PM 
 
 Attendees:  Carol A Wordell, Bill Moore 
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 A quick discussion of missing documentation and necessary remaining research items took place.  Bill Moore 
is still working on the flood zone information.  Plans to be completed within the next week. 
 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
--------------------------------------------------------------  
December 23, 2015 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 
 
Attendees:  no quorum. No work reviewed.   
Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk  
------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
January 6, 2016 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee  delayed to 2:05 PM – 2:30 PM 
Attendees: Carol A Wordell, Chief Marion. 
 
 A quick review of the plan as drafted.  Acknowledgment that supporting documentation needs to be inserted 
into the appendices.   
 
 Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
------------------------------------------------------------------   
 

 

July 20, 2016 – Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee meeting 2:05 PM 

Attendees:  Carol A Wordell, Robert L. Mushen, Chief R. Petrin, Chief A. Marion, Jason Burchard, Paul J. Golembeske, 

Tom Dunn.  Also in attendance:  Jessica Stimson, RIEMA 

 

Ms. Stimson reviewed the comments rendered on the draft Hazard Mitigation Plan previously submitted to RIEMA.  

Ms. Stimson was able to secure a cursory review by FEMA to assist in the review process.  If alterations are made 

based on the comments received then the final review should result in a lower level of corrections necessary.  The 

Town Clerk agreed to work with Ms. Stimson on the corrections to achieve a product worthy of submission to FEMA 

for final approval. 

Carol A Wordell, Town Clerk 
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B- 3.   Invites, Public Mtg Announcements, Ad postings 

 

 
 

 

Minutes of a Town Council meeting held on September 10th, A.D. 2015 at 7:00 o’clock PM in the Town Council 

Chambers, Town Hall, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI.  Members present:  Charles N. Appleton, Jr., Fred M. 

Bodington, III, Paul J. Golembeske, Gary S. Mataronas and Robert L. Mushen.  Also present:  Richard S. Humphrey, 

Town Solicitor (arrived at 7:05 PM), Fire Chief R. Petrin and Tom Dunn, Business Manager. 

  Salute to the Flag. 
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 The first item on the agenda was to open a Public hearing to accept comments from the public regarding any 

past history and experiences they may have had during naturally hazardous events such as hurricanes, nor’easters, 

blizzards or other similarly natural occurrences.  This public hearing is being held as part of the development of the 

Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Town of Little Compton.  The Hazard Mitigation Plan will be a plan used to recognize 

those natural hazardous that could affect Little Compton, what past vulnerability has occurred and how the Town can 

work towards mitigating the extent of risk factors that affect the community.  The Council President asked those in 

attendance if they had any comments to share for the record.  Twenty-nine (29) residents were in attendance.  No 

comments were raised. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Golembeske, receiving a second by Councilor Mataronas, voting in favor 

(Appleton, Bodington, Golembeske, Mataronas, Mushen):  Receiving no public comments the Town Council 

hereby votes to close this public hearing concerning hazard mitigation planning.    End excerpt of Sept. 10, 2015.   
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Minutes of a Town Council meeting held on November 5th, A.D. 2015 at 7:00 o’clock PM in the Town Council 

Chambers, Town Hall, 40 Commons, Little Compton, RI.  Members present:  Charles N. Appleton, Jr., Fred M. 

Bodington, III; Paul J. Golembeske, Gary S. Mataronas and Robert L. Mushen.  Also present: Fire Chief R. Petrin, 

Police Chief A. Marion, III, Tom Dunn, Business Manager and Richard S. Humphrey, Town Solicitor. 

  

 Pledge to the Flag. 

  

 The Town Council President called to order a second public hearing for the purpose of obtaining comments 

from the public on their concerns with storm safety, identifying natural hazard risks and how best to mitigate those 

risks.  Councilor Mushen explained to those present that an approved plan will allow the town to seek grant funds.  
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Although the attendees were in excess of 40 there were no public comments. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Golembeske, receiving a second by Councilor Mataronas, voting in favor (Appleton, 

Bodington, Golembeske, Mataronas, Mushen):  Hearing no public comments this hearing on risk mitigation is 

closed.   End excerpt of November 5, 2015. 

 

 

B - 4.   Surveys, Questionnaires, Evaluations, etc.  

 

Appendix B.4 – Questionnaire: 

 
The Town of Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Committee is currently engaged in drafting a Plan to become less vulnerable to natural disasters, 

and your participation is important to the development of the Plan.  The purpose of this Plan is to identify and assess our community’s natural 

hazard risks and determine how to best minimize or manage those risks.  

 

This survey questionnaire provides opportunity for you to share your opinions and participate in the mitigation planning process.  The 

information you provide will help us better understand your hazard concerns and can lead to mitigation activities that should help lessen the 

impact of future hazard events.   

 

Please return a completed copy of this questionnaire to the Town Clerk’s Office, PO Box 226, Little Compton, RI 02837 or drop off at the Public 

Safety Complex Dispatch desk, 60 Simmons Rd.   

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Committee  

 

Questions: 

 

1. Are you a resident of the Town of Little Compton? 

□  Yes 

□  No 

 

2. Do you own your home or rent? 

□  Own Home 

□  Rent 

□  Other 

 

3. Have you ever experienced or been impacted by a disaster? 

□  Yes 

□  No  

a. If “Yes”, please explain:   

   

4. How concerned are you about the possibility of our community being impacted by a disaster? 

□  Extremely concerned 

□  Somewhat concerned 

□  Not concerned 

 

5. Please select the one hazard you think is the highest threat to your neighborhood: 

□  Coastal Erosion    □  Hailstorm 

□  Dam / Levee Failure   □  Hurricane / Tropical Storm / Nor’easter 

□  Drought    □  Lightning  

□  Earthquake    □  Severe Winter / Ice Storm 

□  Extreme Heat    □  Severe Thunderstorm / High Wind 

□  Fire      □  Tornado 

□ Flood 

 

6. Please select the one hazard you think is the second highest threat to your neighborhood: 

□  Coastal Erosion    □  Hailstorm 

□  Dam / Levee Failure   □  Hurricane / Tropical Storm / Nor’easter 

□  Drought    □  Lightning  
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□  Earthquake    □  Severe Winter / Ice Storm 

□  Extreme Heat    □  Severe Thunderstorm / High Wind 

□  Fire      □  Tornado 

□ Flood 

  

7. Is your home located in a floodplain?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

□  I don’t know 

 

 

8. If “I don’t know”, do you know where to find this information?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

 

9. Do you have flood insurance?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

□  I don’t know 

 

10. If “No”, why not?  

□  Not located in floodplain 

□  Too expensive 

□  Not necessary because it never floods 

□  Not necessary because I’m elevated or otherwise protected 

□  Never really considered it 

□  Other (please explain):______________________________  

 

11. Have you taken any actions to make your home or neighborhood more resistant to hazards?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

b. If “Yes”, please explain:  

 

12. Are you interested in making your home or neighborhood more resistant to hazards?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

 

13. What is the most effective way for you to receive information about how to make your home and neighborhood more resistant to 

hazards?  

□  Newspaper 

□  Television 

□  Radio 

□  Town Website 

□  Mail 

□  Public workshops/meetings 

□  School meetings 

□  Other (please explain): _____________________________  

 

14. Do you know the Town’s Evacuation Routes?  

□  Yes 

□  No  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION.  This survey may be submitted anonymously, however if you provide us with your 

name and contact information below we will have the ability to follow up with you to learn more about your ideas or concerns 

(optional): 

 

Name (optional) ________________________________  

Address (optional) ______________________________ 

E-mail (optional) _______________________________  
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Table 3 - Survey/ Questionnaire results 

 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 1 0 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Lightning 0 0 0 NL No 0 Newspaper/Radio -1    

 2 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL  0 Mail 0    

 3 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 0 -1  Yes, built to 04 
Florida hurricane 
code 

0 Mail -1    

 4 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL  0 Television -1    

 5 -1 -1 0  SC Fire CS 0 0 0 NL No 0 Television -1    

 6 -1 -1 0  SC Fire H/TS/NE 0 0 -1  Yes, Generated -1 Town Website/Mail -1    

 7 -1 -1 -1 power line tree 
damage in H Bob 
and 2 other storms 

SC H/TS/NE Severe TS 0 0 0 NL yes, cut trees near 
home & power lines 

-1 town website/mail -1    

 8 -1 0 -1 Hurricanes SC Fire  0 0 0 NL no 0 television/mail -1    

 9 -1 -1 -1 Blizzard '78 SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 NL no -1 mail -1    

 10 -1 -1 -1 Hurricanes SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW  -1 0 -1  yes, storm 
shutters/hurricane 
resistant windows, 
vegetation buffer 
zone between 
seawall and home 

-1 mail/public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 11 -1 -1 -1 since 1949 many 
hurricanes and 
blizzards 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 -1 NL no -1 mail/public workshops 0    

 12 -1 -1 -1 ground water in 
basement 

SC H/TS/NE Fire 0 0 -1 NC in detail yes, trimmed trees 
away from house, 
used hydraulic 
cement to prevent 
ground water entry 

-1 mail -1    

 13 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no 0 mail 0    

 14 -1 -1 -1 seen hurricane 
disasters 

EC H/TS/NE severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 public 
workshops/meetings 

0    

 15 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Lightning 0 0 0 NL no -1 email -1    

 16 -1 -1 0  NC Lightning Severe W/I -1 -1 0 NN never floods yes, added larger 
electrical wiring, 
added fire 
extinguishers to 
home 

-1 internet search -1    

 17 -1 -1 -1 1954 hurricane SC Severe 
T/HW 

Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail 0    

 18 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes SC H/TS/NE CS -1 0 -1  no, added generator -1 email 0    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 19 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail -1    

 20 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL yes, put drains in 
basement, storm 
windows 

-1 mail -1    

 21 -1 -1 -1  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 newspaper -1    

 22 -1 -1 -1 electrical failure, 
Sandy, Nemo 

SC H/TS/NE severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, trimmed trees, 
emergency supplies 

0 email -1    

 23 -1 -1 -1 experienced 
aftermath of 
hurricanes 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, tree trimming, 
proper drainage 

-1 email 0    

 24 0 -1 0 house has withstood 
hurricanes 

SC CS H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NN/elevated yes, maintained 
breakwater 

0 mail -1    

 25 -1 -1 0  EC H/TS/NE CS -1 0 0 NC it no -1 mail -1    

 26 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes/tropical 
storms 

SC H/TS/NE severe W/I 0 0 -1  no -1 mail 0    

 27 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 0 -1  yes -1 email -1    

 28 -1 -1 -1 hurricane/power 
outage 

somewh
at 
concerne
d 

H/TS/NE severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 newspaper/TV/Radio -1    

 29 0 -1 0  SC Lightning Lightning 0 0 0 NN elevated or 
otherwise 
protected 

no -1 mail 0    

 30 -1 -1 0  NC CS H/TS/NE 0 -1 -1  no -1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 31 -1 -1 0  SC CS H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NN elevated or 
otherwise 
protected 

no -1 mail -1    

 32 -1 -1 0  SC CS H/TS/NE 0 0 0   0  0    

 33 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 0 -1  yes, generator -1 email -1    

 34 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Flood 0 0 -1  no -1 mail -1    

 35 -1 -1 0  NC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 -1  no -1 town website -1    

 36 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL yes, clear storm 
drains 

-1 newspaper -1    

 37 -1 -1 -1 Hurricanes/NE/Blizza
rds 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I/HW 0 0 0 NL in floodplain yes, generator, 
basement sump 
pumps 

0 newspaper -1    

 38 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 -1  no -1 mail 0    

 39 -1 -1 -1 Hurricane Bob EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL and too 
expensive 

no -1 television or mail -1    



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 122   

Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 40 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Flood 0 -1 0 believe we are 
not eligible 

no 0 email -1    

 41 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Fire 0 -1 0 NC it no 0 newspaper or TV -1    

 42 -1 -1 -1 several 
hurricanes/external 
tree & landscaping 
damage 

SC H/TS/NE Fire 0 0 0 NL yes, generator, 
lanterns, fire 
extinguishers, 
potable water 7 flush 
water 

-1 town website/email -1    

 43 -1 -1 -1 Hurricane Bob SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NN elevated or 
otherwise 
protected 

yes, generator, 
thinned trees reduce 
damage, cross 
braced roofs, 
installed hurricane tie 
down plates, plywood 
shutters, means to 
store water, camp 
stove for cooking, 
batteries for 
flashlights etc 

-1 mail -1    

 44 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE severe W/I -1 -1 0 NN, elevated yes, storm panels 0 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 45 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL in floodplain no 0 mail 0    

 46 -1 -1 0  SC Fire H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NN, elevated no -1 email 0    

 47 -1 -1 -1 Sandy, Irene, power 
outages 

SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 -1  yes, outside 
furniture/items all 
removed during 
highwinds/tropical 
storms 

-1 mail -1    

 48 -1 -1 -1 Hurricane Carol & 
Bob 

EC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL yes, storm windows -1 mail -1    

 49 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 -1 0  yes -1 radio or mail -1    

 50 -1 0 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL in floodplain  0  -1    

 51 -1 -1 -1 several hurricanes 
starting in 1954 

SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 -1 0 NN because 
elevated or 
otherwise 
protect 

no -1 mail or public 
workshops 

-1    

 52 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL in floodplain no 0 town website -1    

 53 -1 -1 0  SC Flood/run
off local 
farms 

H/TS/NE -1 -1 0 NN elevated or 
otherwise 
protected 

yes, built up edge of 
property to divert 
water away from 
house and down hill 

-1 mail -1    

 54 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 too expensive yes, smoke detector -1 email -1    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 55 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE, 
Severe 
W/I 

Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL yes, tree trimming, 
road maintenance 

-1 mail/public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 56 -1 -1 -1 carol, garage/sandy 
garage new roof 
required 

EC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW -1 0 0 too expensive yes, storm windows, 
better roofs 

0 mail to all residents 0    

 57 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Lightning 0 0 0 NL yes, hurricane 
shutters 

0 public 
workshops/meetings 

0    

 58 -1 -1 0  somewh
at 
concerne
d 

H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NN, elevated yes -1  0    

 59 -1 -1 -1 all the hurricanes 
since Carol in 54 

SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL yes, hurricane 
resistant house 
renovation 

-1 mail -1    

 60 -1 -1 0  NC Severe 
W/I 

Lightning 0 -1 0  no 0 radio 0    

 61 -1 -1 -1 2011 Irene hurricane NC Severe 
TS/HW 

Extreme heat 0 0 0 NL no -1 town website -1    

 62 -1 -1 -1 worked for Red 
Cross, responded to 
many natural 
disasters 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail/public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 63 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Drought 0 0 0 NL yes, storm panels -1 mail -1    

 64 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NC no -1 Newspaper 0    

 65 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW -1 -1 0 Too expensive  -1 TV/radio -1    

 66 -1 -1 -1 All elec & oil heat, no 
generator, after 
freezing one night a 
friend brought me to 
stay with her 

EC checked 
multiple 
categories 

checked multiple 
categories 

0 0 0 NL yes, called police, 
they call state and 
highway depts. to 
open grates in the 
road to stop run off 

-1 TV/mail 0    

 67 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE severe W/I 0 0 0  yes, built new house 
in 2006 with storm 
shutters 

0 mail 0    

 68 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 radio -1    

 69 -1 -1 -1 hurricane but no 
damage 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL/NN no -1 mail/public 
workshops/meetings/sc
hool meetings 

-1    

 70 -1 -1 -1 extended power 
outages due to 
Hurricanes & 
Blizzards 

SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 -1  yes, purchased high 
storm grade 
windows/generator/s
now plow 

-1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 71 -1 0 0  NC H/TS/NE Lightning 0 0 0 NL no 0 radio 0    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 72 -1 -1 -1 power outages from 
recent big storms, 
tree fell on my tool 
shed 

SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL stock up on ice, lg. 
cooler, candles, 
flashlight 
batteries/keep cell 
phone charged, 
connect w/aquidneck 
island friends 

-1 mail -1    

 73 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NN/elevated no -1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 74 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 0 -1  yes, hurricane 
windows & shingles 

-1 town website, public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 75 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no 0 newspaper 0    

 76 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL/NN yes, storm windows, 
take down moveable 
items (weathervane), 
store moveable’s in 
barn 

0 mail -1    

 77 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, removed close 
trees 

-1 newspaper/mail/public 
workshop/meetings 

0    

 78 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes NC H/TS/NE H/TS/NE 0 0 0   0 TV/radio -1    

 79 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL yes, removed trees -1 mail -1    

 80 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Lightning 0 -1 0 NL no -1 email -1    

 81 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NN no 0 mail 0    

 82 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 -1 0 NL  0 newspaper/TV/radio 0    

 83 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Fire 0 -1 0 NL no -1 mail 0    

 84 -1 -1 0 hurricane SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL yes, Generator, 
pumps, plywood for 
windows 

-1 mail/email -1    

 85 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail -1    

 86 -1 -1 0  SC CS H/TS/NE -1 0 0 Too Expensive yes, working to get 
protection on the 
coast. However the 
CRMC refuses to 
allow us to put in a 
wall or boulders. 
Other states allow 
this. 

-1 mail -1    

 87 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE -1 0 -1 N/A yes, structure 
anchored to 
foundation 

-1 mail -1    

 88 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 Too expensive no -1 public/workshops/meeti
ngs 

0    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 89 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL/to 
expensive/NN 

no 0 town website/mail -1    

 90 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 -1 0 Too expensive yes, followed good 
maintenance for 
house and 
yard/pruning trees 
one to every two 
years. 

-1 TV/Town website/Mail -1    

 91 -1 0 0   H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 never really 
considered 

no 0 mail -1    

 92 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail -1    

 93 -1 0 0  SC CS H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL yes -1 mail 0    

 94 -1 -1 0  NC Severe 
TS/HW, 
Lightning, 
Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL no 0  0    

 95 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW -1 0 0 NN no -1 email -1    

 96 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Lightning -1 0 -1  yes/no 0  -1    

 97 -1 -1 -1  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, security system 
with ? Thermostat 

0 mail -1    

 98 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL yes, boarding up 
windows during 
hurricane warnings 

-1 newspaper -1    

 99 -1 -1 -1 hurricane, no 
electricity for 8 days 

EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I, 
Severe TS/HW 

0 0 0 NN yes -1 newspaper/TV/Mail -1    

 100 -1 -1 -1 extended power 
outages, snowstorm 
of 78, hurricanes and 
tropical storms 

SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 too expensive yes, small generator, 
neighborhood pot 
luck so people could 
meet 

-1 town 
website/mail/public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 101 -1 0 0  SC Severe 
W/I,Sever
e TS/HW 

H/TS/NE 0 -1 0 NC it no -1 mail -1    

 102 -1 -1 -1 Numerous 
hurricanes/blizzards 

NC H/TS/NE Drought 0 0 0 NL/too 
expensive/NN 

yes, tree trimming, 
generator, new 
windows, new roof 

-1 newspaper/Mail 0    

 103 0 -1 -1 Cellar foundation 
collapsed (1 wall) 

EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 no body of water 
nearby 

yes, regraded back 
yard 

-1 town website -1    

 104 -1 -1 -1 All hurricanes & 
blizzards since 1955 

EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 NL yes, storm shutters -1 town website 0    

 105 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
TS/HW 

Lightning 0 0 0 never really 
considered it 

no 0 TV -1    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 106 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
TS/HW 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NN/elevated yes, lightning 
rods/plywood for 
windows 

0 newspaper/Town 
Website/Mail 

-1    

 107 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail 0    

 108 -1 -1 0  NC CS H/TS/NE -1 0 0 too expensive, 
NN/never floods 

no 0 mail -1    

 109 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes NC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 0 0 NN/elevated no 0 mail -1    

 110 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 trusted that 
AMICA would 
offer it to me if 
needed 

yes, generator -1 mail -1    

 111 0 -1 -1 house struck by 
lightning 

NC CS H/TS/NE -1 -1 0 too expensive yes 0 town website -1    

 112 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 never really 
considered 

 0 mail -1    

 113 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no 0 public 
workshops/meetings 

0    

 114 -1 -1 -1 no power during a 
snowstorm 

SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL yes, propane 
generator 

0 mail 0    

 115 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 not located yes, lightning rods 0 mail -1    

 116 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0  yes, hurricane 
shutters for windows 

-1 town website 0    

 117 -1 -1 -1 loss of water during 
drought, loss of 
power (hurricane 
Bob) and snow 
storms 

EC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 water in 
basement 

yes, generator, 
trimmed trees 

-1 mail -1    

 118 -1 0 -1  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes -1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 119 0 -1 -1 loss of electricity in 
past hurricanes 

SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL/NN yes, storage of water 
for loss of electricity 
to well pump 

0 mail -1    

 120 -1 -1 0  SC Fire CS 0 0 0 NL no -1  0    

 121 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0  yes, trimmed and 
removed trees 

-1 newspaper/mail/public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 122 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL  -1 mail -1    

 123 -1 -1 -1 loss of power/flooded 
basement 2010 

SC H/TS/NE Drought 0 0 0  yes, purchased a 
sump pump 

-1 mail 0    

 124 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, backup 
generator and 
looking to upgrade 
kw 

-1 mail 0    

 125 -1 -1 0  EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I -1 -1 -1  yes, generator -1 school meetings/email -1    



  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 127   

Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 126 0 -1 -1 minor damage from 
hurricanes 38, 42 

NC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NN no 0 mail 0    

 127 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 too expensive no -1 mail, public 
workshops/meetings 

0    

 128 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 -1  no -1 town website -1    

 129 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NL  -1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

 130 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL yes, we have a call 
into someone to 
remove dead 
trees/limbs 

-1 mail 0    

 131 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Flood 0 0 -1  no -1 Insurance Companies 0    

 132 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 0 -1  no -1 mail 0    

 133 -1 -1 -1 loss of power, 
hurricanes & 
Blizzards 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 too expensive yes, tree 
pruning/removal, 
sump pump, 2 
generators 

0  -1    

 134 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL, too 
expensive 

no -1 town website/email 0    

 135 -1 -1 -1 hurricane, long 
power outage 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 NL yes, hard wired 
generator 

0 mail -1    

 136 -1 -1 -1 loss of power, roof 
damage during 
Katrina 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 too expensive no -1 mail -1    

 137 -1 -1 -1 Sandy, lost some 
trees and walls 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 -1  no -1 mail -1    

 138 -1 -1 0   H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NN no, windows rated to 
80 mph 

0 mail -1    

 139 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 -1  no -1 town website -1    

 140 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NC yes, generator -1 mail 0    

 141 -1 0 0  SC H/TS/NE H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL no -1 mail -1    

 142 0 -1 -1 Irene in Vermont in 
2011 

SC H/TS/NE CS -1 0 -1  no -1 mail -1    

 143 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 -1 0 NL/NN no, will buy a 
generator when I can 

0 text alert -1    

 144 -1 -1 0  SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 -1 0 NN yes, remove outside 
furniture and limbs 
when chance of 
storm/emergency bin 

-1 mail -1    

 145 -1 -1 0  NC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0  no -1 mail -1    

 146 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 -1  no -1 town website/mail -1    

 147 -1 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE CS 0 0 0 NL no -1 internet 0    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

 148 -1 -1 -1  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL/to expensive trimming brush back 
from house, keeping 
flood water flowing 
away from house. 

0 mail 0    

 149 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes in 
Houston, Alicia & Ike 

SC Severe 
W/I 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL have gasoline 
generator, wood/coal 
stove in barn 

-1 newspaper/ television -1    

 150 -1 -1 0 previous owners 
were impacted by 
Hurricane Bob 

SC H/TS/NE Flood 0 0 0 NL  -1 mail/in person visit 0    

 151 -1 -1 -1 hurricanes and 
blizzards 

SC CS Flood 0 0 -1  yes, called to report 
;live wires/protested 
about coastal 
building 

-1 All listed -1    

 152 -1 -1 -1 hurricane Bob in 91, 
lost electricity for 8 
days 

EC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 -1  no -1 mail -1    

yes 153 0 -1 -1 20 yrs exp, trees, 
power, roads,etc 

EC CE H/TS/NE -1 0 -1  yes, keep trees 
pruned 

-1 television -1    

yes 154 0 -1 -1 extended power 
outages, 4-5 days, 
trees down, phone 
out 

SC Dam 
Failure 

H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL cut down some trees -1 mail -1    

yes 155 0 -1 -1 once battery dies in 
modem 

SC flood H/TS/NE 0 0 -1  tree trimming around 
home, preparedness 
kit, RISNER, 
generator, removing 
trees that pose 
danger 

-1 mail -1    

yes 156 0 -1 -1 flooding SC H/TS/NE H/TS/NE 0 0 0 NL Landscaping, 
inverted construction, 
sandbags 

-1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

yes 157 0 -1 -1 loss of power for 
extended periods 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL stockpiling and 
preparation 

-1 public 
workshops/meetings 

-1    

yes 158 0 -1 -1 power outage, tree 
debris, icing issues 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL installed whole house 
generator 

-1 e-mail -1    

yes 159 0 -1 -1 power outage winter 
storms 

SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL installed generator -1 e-mail -1    

yes 160 0 -1 -1  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL keep trees trimmed 
away from power 
lines 

-1 e-mail -1    

yes 161 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 e-mail -1    

yes 162 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe W/I 0 0 0 NL no -1 e-mail -1    

yes 163 0 -1 0  SC H/TS/NE Severe TS/HW 0 -1 0 NC no 0 e-mail -1    
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey 

On-
line  

ID Res. Own  
Past 
Exp. 

PE explanation 
Level of 
Concern 

Highest 
threat 

Second 
Highest threat 

Located 
in a 

flood 
plain 

Know 
where 

to 
find 
out? 

Ins. Why not? Taken actions? Interest 
Best method to reach 

you 
Evac 
plan?    

yes 164 0 -1 0  NC Severe 
W/I 

Severe TS/HW 0 0 0 NC no 0  0    

yes 165 0 0 0  NC Fire Tornado 0 0 0   0  0    

 

 

Key   -1 = yes    H/TS/NE = Hurricane/Thunder Storm/Nor’easter NL = Not located   SC = Somewhat concerned W/I = Wind/Ice  EC = Extremely concerned 
 0 = no    T/HW = Thunder Storm/High Winds   NC = Not or Never Considered  NC = Not concerned  F/RO = Flood/run off CE = Coastal Erosion NN = Not necessary  
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Appendix B.4 – Questionnaire evaluation:  

 

 Questionnaires were mailed to each Postal Patron within Little Compton, 2500 in all as 

well as a link to Survey Monkey where residents could complete the questionnaire on-line at our 

town website.  152 questionnaires were returned via USPS and 13 replies were completed on-line.  

Of the 165 survey’s returned 84.6% were full time town residents as opposed to seasonal 

residents.  Over 61% replied that they have had some impact by a natural disaster, but 76.9% 

expressed that they are somewhat concerned with future impacts.  As was expected by the Hazard 

Mitigation Team over 61% of the respondents are concerned with Hurricanes or Nor’easter risks.  

Most respondents expressed a desire to make their neighborhoods more resistant to risks. 

 

 
Appendix C – Technical and Financial Assistance for Mitigation and Climate Change 

Adaptation 

 

RI Emergency Management Agency 

645 New London Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

(401) 946-9996 

www.riema.ri.gov 

 

Coastal Resources Center 

University of Rhode Island 

Narragansett Bay Campus 

Narragansett, RI 02882 

(401) 874-6224 

www.crc.uri.edu 

 

Coastal Resources Management Council 

Stedman Government Center 

4808 Tower Hill Road 

Wakefield, RI 02879 

(401) 783-3370 

www.crmc.ri.gov 

 

 RI State Fire Marshal’s Office 

118 Parade Street    

Providence, RI 02909   

(401) 462-4200     

www.fire-marshal.ri.gov 

 

 

 

RI Building Committee 

Building Commissioner’s Office 

One Capitol Hill 

Providence, RI 02903 

(401) 222-3529 

www.ribcc.ri.gov 

 

Red Cross – RI Chapter 

105 Gano Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 831-7700 

www.riredcross.org 

 

RI Builder’s Association 

450 Veterans Memorial Parkway, Unit #301 

East Providence, RI 02914 

(401) 438-7400 www.ribuilders.org  

 

 

RI Dept. of Business Regulations 
1511 Pontiac Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

(401 462-9500   

www.dbr.state.ri.us 

http://www.riema.ri.gov/
http://www.crc.uri.edu/
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/
http://www.fire-marshal.ri.gov/
http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/
http://www.riredcross.org/
http://www.ribuilders.org/
http://www.dbr.state.ri.us/
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RI Infrastructure Bank 

RI Clean Water Finance Agency Program  

235 Promenade Street 

Providence, RI 02908 

(401) 453-4430 

www.ricwfa.com   

 

The Clean Water Finance Agency has financing programs for local government units and 

water suppliers.  The clean water state revolving fund uses monies from the Federal Clean Water Act 

to support sewer work such as sewer extensions and septic system repair, and to give homeowners of 

all incomes low-interest loans for septic systems repairs.  The community wide onsite wastewater 

management plan is a Clean Water Finance Agency program for failing or sub-standard septic 

systems, and it identifies areas in municipalities where system failures could cause degradation to 

water quality.  Municipal loans for large infrastructure projects are also available through this 

program at discounted interest rates. 

 

RI Dept of Administration/Div of Planning 

One Capitol Hill 

Providence, RI 02908 

(401) 222-6478 

www.planning.state.ri.us 

 

Land acquisition bonds may also be available to help purchase open space property as part of 

the municipal mitigation strategy.  Community development block grants can be used to leverage 

financing, which must serve a certain percentage of low to moderate-income residents.  Private sector 

funding may also contribute to the mitigation goals of the community. 

 

Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RI DOT) 

Two Capitol Hill  

Providence, RI 02903 

Tel: (401) 222-2053 

Tel: (401) 277-2481 

www.dot.state.ri.us 

 

The State Planning Council designates which Transportation Improvements Plan 

enhancements projects the state will pursue.  Applications for the Federal Wooden Bridge 

Replacement Program can be made through RI DOT.  In addition, RI DOT has a debris management 

program that goes into effect during a storm event.  The new federal transportation bill, TEA-21, is a 

successor to the 1991 Inter-model Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA).  There are a few 

categories within this bill that may have available funding for natural hazard mitigation projects.  

These include transportation enhancement (categories include storm water remediation, storm water 

runoff protection, and environmental mitigation) and bridge replacement.  The municipality must 

apply for project funds through RI DOT.  The annual funding averages for Rhode Island are 

$156,781,000.  There is an average of $26,749 available under the Bridge Rehabilitation and 

Replacement category. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ricwfa.com/
http://www.planning.state.ri.us/
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Public Utilities Commission 

89 Jefferson Boulevard 

Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 941-4500 

www.ripuc.org  

 

Several utility companies have prevention and clean-up programs that require cooperation 

from municipalities.  For instance, companies are usually willing to co-sponsor planting low-growing 

trees as part of a tree replacement program. Utility companies will provide the bucket truck area lift if 

the town/city helps dispose of tree trunks. 

 

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RI DEM) 

235 Promenade Street 

Providence, RI 02908 

Tel: (401) 222-2776 – (Open Space and Recreational Bond Fund Land Acquisition Program) 

www.dem.ri.gov  

 

In the 1980’s four major open space bond issues were approved that resulted in an investment 

of more than $100 million for recreational and open space land acquisition.  A committee to assure 

consistency with local plans and habitat value reviews each application.  The state participates in 

funding either through a matching grant or a revolving loan.  Funds may be available through the RI 

DEM Parks and Recreation Division for tree trimming, dine restoration and bulkhead repair.  In 

addition, the state has several funding programs for the acquisition of land or purchase of 

development rights to protect open spaces.    For instance, two Rhode Island municipalities use a real 

estate transfer tax for land preservation.  Landowners can participate in the Farm, Forest, and Open 

Space Program.  Under this program, land may qualify for a reduced property tax assessment if it 

meets specific criteria as farmland, forestland, or open space. 

 

State of Rhode Island 

 

The state capital budget is approved on a 5-year basis and is proposed by the governor.  If 

there is any surplus available in the emergency fund, this could be a possible source of financing for 

mitigation projects. 

 

Federal Resources 

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Region I Office 

99 High Street, 6th Floor 

Boston, MA 02109 

(617) 956-7506 

www.fema.gov  

 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

Tel: (401) 946-9996 – Rhode Island Flood Plain Manager 

(617) 223-9561 – FEMA Region I 

 

http://www.ripuc.org/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/
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Flood insurance - covers property owners from losses due to inundation from surface water of 

any source.  Coverage for land subsidence, sewer backup, and water seepage is also available subject 

to the conditions outlined in the NFIP standard policy.  Since homeowners insurance does not cover 

flooding, a community’s participation in the NFIP is vital to protecting property in the flood plain as 

well as being essential to ensure that federally backed mortgages and loans can be used to finance 

flood prone property.  All 39 cities and towns are participants in the NFIP. 

 

Community Rating Service (CRS) – Little Compton is not presently a participant 

Tel: (401) 946-9996 – Rhode Island Flood Plain Manager 

(617) 223-9561 – FEMA Region I 

 

A voluntary initiative of the NFIP, the CRS was developed to encourage communities to 

perform activities that exceed the minimum NFIP flood plain management standards.  If a community 

participating in the CRS performs activities that include maintaining records for flood plain 

development, publicizing the flood hazards, improving flood data, and conducting flood plain 

management planning, then the flood insurance premium paid by policyholders in the community will 

be reduced by 5 to 45 percent.  Developing a flood mitigation plan will help communities gain 

additional CRS credit.   

 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

Tel: (401) 946-9996 – Rhode Island Hazard Mitigation Officer 

(617) 223-9540 – FEMA Region I 

 

Also known at the 404 Program, HMGP is available only after a federally declared disaster 

occurs, so the amount available varies with each disaster.  It represents an additional 15 percent of all 

the infrastructure and individual assistance funds that are provided to stats to repair damages and 

recover from losses, and is administered by the state in partnership with FEMA.  Having a plan or 

completed mitigation action matrix prior to a disaster event is extremely helpful in meeting the state’s 

deadlines for applications and ensuring the project is eligible and technically feasible.  HMGP 

provides 75/25 matching grants on a competitive basis to state, local, and tribal governments, as well 

as certain nonprofit organizations that can be matched by either cash or in-kind services.  The grants 

are specifically directed toward reducing future hazard losses and can be used for projects protecting 

property and resources against the damaging effect of floods, earthquakes, wind, and other hazards.  

Specific activities encouraged under the HMGP include acquiring damaged structures and turning the 

land over to the community for open space or recreational use, relocating damaged or damage-prone 

structures out of the hazard area, and retrofitting properties to resist the damaging effect of disasters.  

Retrofitting can include wet - or dry – flood proofing, elevation of the structure above flood level, 

elevation of utilities or proper anchoring of the structure 

 

Flood Mitigation Assistance Program 

Tel: (401) 946-9996 – Rhode Island Hazard Mitigation Officer 

(617) 223-9540 – FEMA Region I 

 

Two programs that have been authorized under the National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 

1994 include the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program and a provision for increased cost of 

compliance (ICC) coverage.  FMA makes grants available on a pre-disaster basis for flood mitigation 

planning and activities, including acquisition, relocation and retrofitting of structures.  FMA grants for 

mitigation projects will be available only to those communities with approved hazard mitigation 

plans.  ICC coverage has recently been implemented for all new NFIP policies and renewals and is 
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intended to be “mitigation insurance.”  This will allow homeowners whose structures have been 

repeatedly or substantially damaged to cover the cost of elevation and design requirements for 

rebuilding with their flood insurance claim up to a maximum of $15,000.  Each state has the 

discretion to award funds to communities or to state government agencies.  The program may fund up 

to 75 percent of the total cost of the proposed project, with a minimum of 25 percent of the cost 

coming from the community.  A minimum of half the community share must be cast or “hard match.”  

There are limits on the frequency of grants and the amount of funding that can be allocated to a state 

or community in any 5-year period. 

 

RIEMA receives about $110,000 to award as grants from FEMA every April plus $12,000 for 

planning and $12,600 for technical assistance.  In order to be eligible for these grants, communities 

must have a flood mitigation plan or a multi-hazard mitigation strategy, communities that are 

suspended or on probation from NFIP are not eligible for these grants.   

 

National Weather Service (NWS) 

Tel: (508) 823-2262 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov 

 

The Taunton, Massachusetts NWS office has developed a partnership with RIEMA.  NWS 

donates staff time and tide gauges to help gain more lead-time for evacuation. 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Tel: (978) 318-8087 

(978) 318-8647 

http://www.usace.army.mil 

 

The 1974 Water Resources Development Act, as amended – Section 22 (Planning Assistance 

to States Program) provides technical assistance for flood projects.  This program uses cost-shared 

studies with a non-federal sponsor.  The non-federal share of the cost is 50 percent and in-kind 

services are not authorized.  The federal limit for each state is $500,000 annually. 

 

Beneficial Uses of Dredged Material – Section 204, Water Resources Development Act of 

1992, as amended, authorizes projects for the protection, restoration, and creation of aquatic and 

ecologically related habitats, including wetlands, in connection with dredging an authorized federal 

navigation project.  Non-federal sponsors are responsible for 25 percent of the project cost and 100 

percent of the cost of operation, maintenance, replacement, and rehabilitation.  There is an annual 

appropriations limit of $15 million.  For projects with an estimated federal cost of less than $5 

million, divisions have approval authority. 

 

The 1946 Flood Control Act – Section 14, as amended, projects are eligible for construction 

only after an analysis demonstrates the engineering and environmental feasibility and economic 

justification of the improvement.  The local sponsor must be a municipality or public agency.  

Funding may also be available for flood damage reduction measures if the community writes a 

request letter to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The non-federal cost share is 35 percent of the 

analysis and the implementation, and the initial $40,000 of the analysis is 100 percent federally 

funded. 

 

The 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended – Section 205 (Small Flood Damage Reduction 

Projects) aids in the development and construction of small flood damage reduction projects for 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/
http://www.usace.army.mil/
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eligible non-federal sponsors.  

 

The 1960 Flood Control Act, as amended, provides 100 percent funding for technical and 

planning guidance to state and local governments and federally recognized Native American tribes to 

help develop and interpret flood and flood plain data, such as flood hazard mapping, and for 

assessment for structural and non-structural flood damage reduction measures. 

 

North East State Emergency Consortium (NESEC) 

Tel: (781) 224-9876 

www.serve.com/NESEC  

 

Since 1998, RIEMA has been given funds for preventive measures and maintenance.  

Providence and Woonsocket both received $5,000 grants from NESEC for mitigation activities that 

were addressed in their local hazard mitigation strategies. 

 

The New England Floodplain and Stormwater Managers Association (NEFSMA)  

The NEFSMA is a professional organization for New England’s floodplain and stormwater 

managers. This organization provides workshops, conferences and a newsletter to its membership and 

interested individuals and companies. NEFSMA web site is accessible at 

http://www.seacoast.com/~nefsma. 

 

Floodplain Management Resources Center  

The Floodplain Management Resources Center is a free library and referral service of the 

ASFPM for floodplain management publications. Co-located with the Natural Hazards Center at the 

University of Colorado in Boulder, staff can use keywords to identify useful publications from the 

more than 900 flood-related documents in the library. 

 

The Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) 

The ASFPM is a professional association with a membership of almost 1,000 state employees 

that assists communities with the NFIP. ASFPM has developed a series of technical and topical 

research papers and a series of proceedings from their annual conferences. Many mitigation “success 

stories” have been documented through these resources and provide a good starting point for 

planning.  

 

Other Federal departments: 

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture    US Department of the Interior 

Natural Resources Conservation Service   National Park Service 

(formerly Soil Conservation Service)    US Custom House 

451 West Street      200 Chestnut Street, 5th Floor 

Amherst, MA 01002      Philadelphia, PA 19106 

(413) 253-4362      (215) 597-7013 

       www.eda.gov 
U.S. Department of Commerce  

National Weather Service     US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Forecast Office      New England Field Office 

445 Myles Standish Boulevard    70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Taunton, MA 02780      Concord, NH03301-4986 

(508) 823-2262      (603) 223-2541 

http://www.serve.com/NESEC
http://www.seacoast.com/~nefsma
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       www.fws.gov 

 

 
 
 
Economic Development Administration  

Philadelphia Regional Office     US Dept. of Housing & Urban  

The Curtis Center 601 Walnut Street, Suite 140   Development, Region 1 

South Philadelphia, PA 19106-3323    Providence Field Office  

(215) 597-8822      121 South Main Street 

       Providence, RI 02903 

US Small Business Administration   (401-277-8300 

Region 1       www.hud.gov 

10 Causeway Street, Suite 265A 

Boston, MA 02222      

(617) 565-8416 www.sba.gov 

 

US Environmental Protection Agency  

Region 1 – New England Headquarters 

5 Post Office Square, Ste 100 

Boston, MA 02109-3912 

1-888-372-7341  www.epa.gov  

 

  

Appendix D – Final Local Mitigation Plan Review Tool from approved plan 

 

Appendix E – Glossary of Terms and Acronyms  

 
ARC American Red Cross 

CHO Customary Home Occupation 

CRF Code of Federal Regulations 

CRMC Coastal Resources Management Council 

CRS Community Rating System 

DMP Debris Management Plan 

DPW Department of Public Works 

EMA Emergency Management Agency 

EOP Emergency Operations Plan 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FMA Flood Mitigation Assistance 

GIS Geographic Information System 

HMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance 

HMGP Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

HMP Hazard Mitigation Plan 

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  

LCACT Little Compton Agricultural Conservancy Trust 

LCEMA Little Compton Emergency Management Agency 

LCHMP Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Plan 

LCHMC Little Compton Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee 

MED Medical Emergency Distribution Plan 

http://www.sba.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/


  

Little Compton, Rhode Island 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 136 

MHHW Mean Higher High Water  

MPH Miles Per Hour 

NCDC National Climatic Data Center 

NFIP National Flood Insurance Program 

NOAA National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 

NWS National Weather Service 

OWTS Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 

PDM Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

PLAN Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

RIDEM Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management  

RIEDC RI Economic Development Corporation 

RIEMA Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency 

RISCON RI Statewide Communications Network 

RISG RI Sea Grant 

RISNER RI Special Needs Emergency Registry 

RL Repetitive Loss Property 

SFHA Special Flood Hazard Area 

SFHL Special Flood Hazard Level 

SHMC State Hazard Mitigation Committee 

SHMP State Hazard Mitigation Plan 

SLOSH Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes  

SLR Sea Level Rise 

SRL Severe Repetitive Loss Property 

USGS United States Geological Survey 

WCF Wireless Communications Facility 

 

Term Definition 

Extent the degree to which something has spread; the 
size or scale of something. 

Impact have a strong effect on someone or something. 
Vulnerability is the state of being open to injury 

Probability the extent to which something is probable; the 
likelihood of something happening  

 
 

 

APPENDIX F: 

June 2019 annual review: 

Notation:  Little Compton is now a Storm Ready Community 

Changed wording to reflect CERT Team established.  Pg. 68 

Updated town using CodeRed for emergency notification, pg. 72 

Corrected spelling errors throughout. 

 


